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Unlike last year’s toasty and dry June, June 2023 was quite different with cooler and wetter than normal 
conditions. Statewide, the average temperature was 0.9°F cooler than the long-term average of 77.5°F. 
Rainfall was 0.82 inches wetter than the long-term average of 4.28 inches.

With the exception of the last few days, when many stations recorded their warmest temperatures of the 
month, the majority of June was generally cool. Over 40 stations recorded temperatures at or above 95°F 
within the last few days. The warmest location of the month occurred at the Muscle Shoals Airport on 
June 30th, with a recorded temperature of 100°F. In contrast, a station in DeSoto State Park recorded the 
coldest temperature of the month at 47°F on the 10th.

As stated above, wetter than normal conditions prevailed for Alabama statewide during the month of 
June. The distribution of precipitation, however, exhibited a clear divide. The northern part of the state 
experienced drier than normal conditions, while the southern part experienced above-average rainfall. 
One significant result to note is that over 30 stations in southern Alabama recorded 10 inches or more 
of precipitation across a large area, as seen in the figure below. The Fairhope 7.4 S station recorded an 
impressive 19.70 inches, which was the most rainfall recorded this June. In contrast, the Birmingham 
Airport recorded the least amount of rainfall at 1.48 inches, with no missing observations.

June is a sensitive time for corn in Alabama. Just 1 or 2 weeks of below normal rainfall can make a big 
difference in end of season yields. Conditions deteriorated for agriculture in the most northern counties 
in mid to late June, when rainfall was below normal and temperatures rose. As of June 27, the state had 
~5% of its areas under D-1 (moderate drought) conditions, all confined to the north. Elsewhere, crops 
were progressing on target.

With the conclusion of June, we are halfway through 2023. Let’s review how Alabama has fared thus far. 
Statewide, the first half of 2023 was the 5th warmest on record, with an average temperature of 62.7°F, 
which is 2.9°F warmer than normal. Precipitation-wise, Alabama was the 51st wettest on record, with 
30.74 inches of precipitation, which is 0.89 inches wetter than normal. There have been 61 preliminary 
reported tornadoes so far in 2023, which is already much above the average of about 50 (1991–2020 
reference period).

June 1st signifies the official start of hurricane season. This hurricane season is expected to be near-
normal, according to the NOAA Climate Prediction Center, with 12–17 named storms, 5–9 hurricanes, 
and 1-4 major hurricanes (defined as Cat 3 or higher). Regardless of how much activity is predicted, all 
coastal residents/businesses should take proper precautions every season, as it only takes one hurricane 
making landfall to make it an active season for them. More information on how to prepare here: https://
www.ready.gov/hurricanes.
 
Monthly summaries are provided by Dr. Rob Junod, Lee Ellenburg and John Christy.
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DROUGHT MONITOR LAWN AND GARDEN
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NEW ALABAMA CLIMATE RECORDS
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