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Following a slightly warmer than normal July, this August really turned up the heat. Statewide, this August 
was the 7th warmest August on record with an average temperature of 82.2°F, 2.9°F warmer than 
normal. Rainfall was 0.49 inches less than the long-term average of 4.34 inches. There was, however, a 
significant disparity in rainfall between the northern and southern halves of Alabama.

Temperature-wise, August was hot, especially in south Alabama. There were 14 daily maximum 
temperature records that occurred in August, with the most notable record occurring at the Mobile 
Regional Airport at 106°F on the 26th when the heat wave clobbering eastern Texas and Louisiana 
edged eastward for a few days. This temperature was the hottest ever recorded at the Mobile Regional 
Airport (12 miles west of the city) since records began in 1942 when the Downtown Airport (Brookley 
Field) was turned over to the military and the Regional Airport set up operations! The 104°F at the Mobile 
Downtown airport on the same day tied their highest temperature set in 1947.  (The City Office station 
provided observations from 1872 to 1953 when it was closed and officially moved offices to the Regional 
Airport.) Interestingly, none of the other Alabama stations with records longer than 100 years broke their 
all-time records in 2023 with readings in 1925 and 1930 dominating their hottest events.  

Additionally, this station was the warmest location of the month alongside the Evergreen Middleton 
Field station, which also recorded the same high temperature on the 26th. In total, over 40 stations 
recorded a temperature of 100°F or greater in August. In contrast, during an unseasonably cool few days 
from the 15th through the 19th in north Alabama, a station in DeSoto State Park recorded the coldest 
temperature of the month at 56°F on the 17th.

The usual chaotic distribution of wet and dry stations this summer persisted into the month of August, 
as illustrated in the figure below displaying the percentage of normal precipitation for August. The areas 
with the highest total rainfall were typically found in the northern half of Alabama, courtesy of several 
“training” rain events during the month. The wettest location of the month was at a station in Oneonta, 
Alabama, which recorded an impressive total of 13.71 inches of rainfall, setting a July monthly record for 
that station. In contrast, the driest areas were found in the southern half of the state. The Gulf Shores 
2.6 NNE station recorded the lowest amount of rainfall for August at a mere 0.13 inches with no missing 
observations.

As one would expect, the well below rainfall has impacted agriculture across the southern ⅓ of the 
state. While dry conditions have allowed ample field work, the extreme heat has started to affect yield 
potential for cotton and there have been several reports of stressed livestock and deteriorating pasture 
conditions. These later season droughts can have a big impact on cotton, peanuts, and especially 
pastures where the last cutting hay can be delayed or lost altogether. As September rolls on, drought 
conditions are expected to remain, if not worsen. 

The end of August signals the end of climatological summer (June, July, August). How hot was it this 



summer? Depends on your location within the state. Residents of Huntsville had a slightly cooler than 
normal summer on average. While residents from Mobile had the hottest summer observed in their 82-year 
record! Statewide, this summer was the 25th warmest on record, with an average temperature of 80.0°F, 
which is +1.1°F warmer than normal. Precipitation-wise, this summer was the 50th wettest on record, with 
15.14 inches of precipitation, which is 1.07 inches wetter than normal.

NOTE: The Mobile Regional Airport station experienced its hottest August and summer in 2023. Additionally, the 
station set 7 daily maximum temperature records and 8 daily night-time maximum temperature records in August. 
 
Monthly summaries are provided by Dr. Rob Junod, Lee Ellenburg and John Christy.
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DROUGHT MONITOR LAWN AND GARDEN
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DROUGHT MONITOR LAWN AND GARDEN
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ALABAMA MONTHLY CLIMATE SUMMARIES
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NEW ALABAMA CLIMATE RECORDS
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