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Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

We want to look a bit back into the records this month, to rec-
ognize the 50th anniversary of what was easily the coldest sum-
mer in Alabama’s climate record.

It was the summer (and September) of 1967. During that Sep-
tember UAH celebrated its first anniversary of being UAH. (Be-
fore that it was the University of Alabama extension center in
Huntsville.) NASA chose eight possible sites for a “moon port.”
The news was keeping an eye on elections in Vietnam, where
Nguyen Van Thieu was named president.

The civil rights movement was also in the news, as were re-
ports of riots and other violence. A story in the Huntsville Times
reported: Former Alabama Governor “George Wallace said his

wife, Alabama Governor Lurleen Wallace, was considering use of ‘police power action in our state’
to reverse the school desegregation orders of the federal courts.”

But the weather news late that summer was the record cold combined with more rain than
normal. June was cooler than normal, but didn't set a record. July, August and September all
went into the record books as the coldest of those months on record. The aggregate for all four
months was a statewide average temperature that was 4.5° cooler than normal.

On Sept. 3, the Huntsville Times reported: “Northeast Alabama'’s cotton crop will be cut in half —
as much as $13 million — unless weather during the next month remains warm and dry.”

That wasn't going to happen, and on Sept. 29 the Times’ lead story had the headline:

Cold Snap Hits
In Icy Surprise;
Records Tumble

“Long standing low-temperature records were shattered in Alabama this morning, and scattered
frost warnings and a low of 38 have been issued for tonight in Huntsville.”

One of the unique things about this cold spell is that it was tied to neither exceptionally heavy
rain nor a tropical system, such as a tropical storm or hurricane. Generally speaking, cool sum-
mer temperatures are often linked to rain, as are the subsequent humid, muggy days and nights.



The statewide rainfall for June-September 1967, however, averaged 21.4 inches, which is only
about 3.6 inches more than normal. That ranks 17th in the Southeastern Regional Climate
Center’s 70-year climate record; 17th isn't especially remarkable.

And Alabama was completely bypassed by hurricane and tropical storm action in 1967.

And despite having the coldest summer, and nine months of colder than normal tempera-
tures (February and April through November), 1967 isn't close to being the coldest year in
Alabama'’s climate record. That “honor” goes to 1976, which was 1.2° cooler than 1967; 1967
comes in only 15th in the ranking of coolest years.

Go figure.

Regarding the September just past, it looks like it will probably go into the middle of Septem-
bers for both temperature and rainfall. It was warmer and drier than normal in both Mobile
and Montgomery, but cooler and drier in Birmingham and Huntsville. Looking a bit more
closely, we see the first half of the month was generally cool, while the latter half was warmer
than normal — almost averaging out to normal for the month as a whole.

At the end of September, the year-to-date in all four major cities was either the warmest or
second warmest first nine months in the SERCC climate records, based on average tempera-
ture. Rainfall is ahead of normal for all four, with Montgomery reporting its wettest Jan.-Sept.
on record, and Birmingham its third wettest.

- John Christy
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

T2
Tagr

M
raes

Fags
Ta.E*

4.0
a1t

4T
i

[ B
o

ao.T

Ge6*

06"

T4 .4°

TE8*
Fee*

o4
i3

678"
[

i
4.8

T2.5%
Fa.1*

a6
4T

r2s*
r2e

September 2017
Sept. Hi Temp Sept. Low Temip
Eecord Hi Eeacord Low:
B1® oEENMT 487 BT
101%  SMST 234° [aDdar
M 21T e BT
108  WEZF  34°  BW3DGT
g1 G2TT 51 |TIT
102¢ @M1 37 WaDvaT
BO.S* GM2BMT 5380 BMINAT
101%+ &M&72 327 ey
g1®  o2ENT 587 T
101 @ibed 330 [3Dar
BE.1* S2Z2MT  48.5° @WAT
101%+ G680 28°  [ADar
B8.3" o211y 488 @Envy
M M
Br.et ZIMT 4800 BTHAT
M L
2= oETMT 457 BT
104 QYRr2s 37 B2Waog
B5®  o2anT 550 BT
100 @340 45° QR28ar
BT gy 8320 AT
100 Siles4 49° QO3DvaT
58" GR2TMY 4520 AWAT
102 @as4 33° W3aaT
B10* s2iMT 525 AWHAT
102 SM0rs0 380 ey
oy gezanT  s01° [T
104%+  @WES4 380 D30T
BEZ" S2ZENMT  M.0° BN3INT
102« afied 37+ [aDarT
B2®  Grz2MT 4 arT
101 @7Fed 37 BaDaT

Total Precip.
INarmal Pres.

388
A3

M
3807

248
24 05

318"
5517

234
3.8

368"
4 88"

50

353

34

285

285
502

137
58T

iy
413

111"
3817

218
383

4 57
403

2071
384"

Wettest Sepe.
Driext Sept.

T2
033"

118"
0.38™

1043
018"

25207
n.en”

1275
o7

10307
nar

B49”
11"

13.887
ne3"

24117
057

B2g"
025"

11.85°
28"

13
058"

1318
050"

o7y
043"

1875
1984

1958
1918

1877
1984

1948
1985

1908
1855

1978
1940

1948
1801

18929
1240

1998
1984

1978
1884

1874
1984

1974
1984

1875
1984

1980
1988

Heaviest Day
Escord Day
aor amnT
a.8e 92185

M |y
G.468" OR26:56

1.62¢
3.

QMM
27T

1208
B3

ey
o288

1.5 M7
705" 201806

1847 BT
5200 92879
184 @HEMT
M

1852 87T
M

1568
434

a1y
S 0/M4G

27T
g.oo"

a1y
305

0.52"
B1g”

a0y
o288

2847
407

QMM
22158

0.56"
4267

a1y
LT

136
478"

a7
LT

2.1F
.25

a1y
S26/53

1.647
Jax

a1y
25880

September 1017 Alabama Climate Report ®* Office of the Alabama Climatologist * http://nsste.nab eduSaose/
The University of Alabama in Hantsville



Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
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Sepiember 2017
Total Precip. | # Stations

Houston 490 2
Jackson 5.80 6
Jefferson 424 16
Lamar n.a. 0
Lauderdale 455 10
Lawrence 545 z
Lee 436 3
Limestone 475 7
Lowndes n.a. 0
Macon 6.57 1
Madison 470 22
Marengo na. 0
Marion 504 1
Marshall 674 10
Mobile 504 13
Monroe 428 2
Montgomery 561 4
Morgan 5T 5
Perry . 0
Pickens 283 1
Pike na. 0
Randolph 5.87 2
Fussell 465 2

St. Clair 504 5
Shelby 468 17
Sumter na. 0
Talladega 547 -
Tallapoosa isd 2
Tuscaloosa 254 5
Walker na. 0
Washington 1.33 1
Wilcox 269 2
Winston 5.58 2

Normal
September
Precipitation®
Alperta.................. 365"
Alest City ..o 414"
Aliceville 3417
Andalusia...... ... 478
Ashland.... ... 417
Afhens ... 304
Bay Minette............ 5.93"

Bessemer ............. 4.18"
Billingzley................ 3.56°
Centreville WSMO .. 4 567
Chatom............... 4 647
Claibome LED ... 3.63°
Claytan ... 4.12¢
Cauphin lsl. ... 495
Elba e 427
Eufaula Wi ... 367
Evergresn............. 4.0
Fayette.................... 3.00°
GenevalZ. ... 428"
Gresmille ... 4.0
Halewwille ... 424
Harnilion 35 ... 4.3
Heflin ..o 4.08°
Hurtsboro............... 3
Jasper 416"
Lafayette........... 3497
Livingston ......e....... 3.18"
Melwin ... 4.05°
Milstead................ 357
Moulton............... 424"
Oneonta............... 366"
Pemyville.............. 3657
Plartersville ............ 3.82°
Fock Mills ... J.68°
Fockford ... 423
Sylacauga............... 4.0
Union Springs......... 3.54"
Uniontown............... 2488
Vemon................... 3.647
Warmior LED ... 3.24
Wetumpka ... J46°
"Eoutheast Reglonal Cimate Cenber
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New Local Climate Records'

September 2017
Precipitation, Daily Minimum Low Temperature, Daily
LT Peegious Pregious  Parod of My Fravicus  Presious  Pesod of
Fecond Yz fecord  Aacord Rasond Coldest Racoed  Rscond

01 Sept. 2017 Day

ADDISOM 108 19510801 048 79 02 Sept 217
ALICEVILLE LAND D 127 19940901 065 a7 GAINESVILLE LOCK ..........._.. 56 1937-09-02 60 54

CHILDERSBURG WATER 185 19810801 080 60 03 Sept 2MT
ENTERPRISE 2 W 115 20410844 080 5 GAINESVILLE LOCK ..........._.. 56 1987-09-03 58 54

HAMILTON 2 5 150 19760901 124 55 07 Sept 217
MOULTON 2 134 19790901 096 60 AMMNISTON METRO AIRPORT 48  1953-09-07 51 114
SYLACALUGAS ME 104 19&80-02-01 0BS B2 BELLE MIMNA ... ... 46 HA0-08-07 48 &7
TALLADEGA 245 48380801 200 12 HUNTSVILLE INTLAIRPORT 49  1988-09-07 51 58
11 Sapt. 2047 MUSCLE SHOALS AIRPORT .48  1938-09-07 51 i ]
AMNISTOM METROAIRPRT 287 20150811 082 114 OPELIKA oo 48 1997-09-07 52 60
BESSEMER 2 WSW 146 20080811 101 40 ROCKMILLS . oo 47  1984-09-07 50 75
BILLINGSLEY 155 0460811 132 T8 SAND MTH SUBSTATION .48 1938-09-07 48 67
BIRMINGHAM AIRFORT 169 18880811 085 &7 THORSEY EXP. STATION .50 1988-09-07 53 59

BOAZ 353 18460811 122 A 08 Sept. 2017
ROCK MILLS 377 48510841 078 T ALEXANDER CITY ..o 52 1984-09-08 53 a7
TALLAPOOSA WATER 240 20070811 4148 39 BELLE MINA . . 47  1988-09-0B 439 &7
VALLEY HEAD 186 19580811 160 12% BESSEMER 3 WSW ...ooooooe.o.... 51 20110808 53 a0
12 Sept 2017 BIRMINGHAM AIRFORT ......... 53 193209-08 54 BT
ALEXAMDER CITY 262 20040812 080 47 FTBENNING LAWSON FLD...49  1965-09-08 36 68
CLAYTOM 328 {1964-03-12 314 BB GUMTERSWILLE .o 52 1988-09-08 55 107
FTEEMNING LAWSON FLD 434 1964-08-12 308 68 HUNTSVILLE INTLAIRPORT .43 2011-08-08 57 58
FORT BAYME 284 40850247 148 B4 MOULTOM 2. 48 2041-0908 55 &0
GENEVA MUMBEER 2 155 20040812 095 &1 MUSCLE SHOALS AIRPORT .48 2011-09-08 56 T
HOLT LOCK AMD DAk 085 19830212 0B} 36 OPELIKA . 50 1965-09-08 52 &0
JACHSONVILLE 343 19580247 0B85 E4& ROCKMILLS..... oo 49  {984-09-08 5D o
MITCHELL DAM o9y 19830817 157 80 SAND MTH SUBSTATION .48 1953-09-08 50 &7
MOULTON 2 147 198709447 13 &0 SELMA .o 54 1934-09-08 56 120
OMEONTA 2437 19650817 247 172 SYLACAUGA4NE.................. 47 1988-09-08 49 B2
PINE APPLE 190 19750847 028 48 TALLADEGA . ..o 49 {997-09-08 51 123
SAND MTH SUBSTATION 253 19830912 239 &8 TUSCALDOSA MUNI AIRPRT 53 1953-09-08 57 T

TALLADEGH 270 19860912 129 129 08 Sept. 2017
13 Sept 2017 ROBERTSDALE oo 58 2011-08-08 &0 a3
EMTERPRISE 2'W 203 1970343 151 59 SELMA .. a3 1984-09-08 57 120
17 Sept. 2017 SYLACAUGA4NE ... . 49 1998-09-08 50 B2
GENEVA NUMBER 2 975 198B.08-17 148 &1 FT BEMNING LAWSON FLD...52 1956-09-08 58 B8
MUSCLE SHOALS AIRFORT .51 1988-09-08 53 T

o 11 Sept. 2017
Precipitation, Wettest DAUPHIN ISLAND Mo. 2. 67 19760811 69 41

12 Sept. 2047
September Day on Record DAUPHIN ISLAND No. 2 .67 19760812 70 41

Mew  Peeviour  Previous Period of 13 Gept 2017
Record WeHesiDey Record  Record DAUPHIN ISLAND Mo 2 ...._.. 68 1975-08-13 T2 41
12 Sept. 2047 FAIRHOPE 2MNE___...... 53 1940-09-12 54 ag

FT BENMING LAWSON FLD 434" 1998-09-30 385" &4

" nede_noaa.gov/cdo-web/datatools/records
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New Local Climate Records'
September 2017

Maximum High Temperature, Daily

New Previous Peewiouz  Penod of

Recod  Holiest Record  Record
Dy

28 Sept. N7

GENEWA No a5 1986-08-28 92 29

30 Sept. H1T

ENTERPRISE 2 W a5 1986-08-30 a3 k|
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