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It looked like October was going to be one of our drier months, 
until the Storm Formerly Known as Patricia came along.

Through the first 23 days of October, for instance, Muscle Shoals 
had six days with measurable rain, worth a grand total of 0.44 
inches. Dothan had five rainy days during that span, with total pre-
cipitation of 0.09 inches.

But Mobile was the site most on track for a near-record October. 
Through the first 24 days of October, Mobile had a trace of rain. 
Twice. (Two traces is still only a trace.)

Then along came Patricia. In two great swaths of storminess, the 
low pressure system that a few days earlier had been the “most 

powerful hurricane ever recorded,” pulled moist air in from the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico, 
splashing rain across large portions of the U.S., including Alabama.

That included some pretty serious storminess along the gulf coast, with high winds, rough surf 
(which damaged the pier at Gulf State Park) and strong rain. Mobile got 6.69 inches of rain in a week, 
including 4.81 inches on Oct. 26.

While there was some heavy rain over most of the state, it didn’t save some spots from having a 
drier than usual October. Muscle Shoals finished with 2.58 inches for the month, which was better 
than Birmingham’s 2.39 inches. Dothan finished the month with a total of 2.03 inches of rain, most 
of it within the last week of October.

Of course, we shouldn’t be surprised at these late season tropical visitors. This month is the 30th an-
niversary of hurricane Kate coming ashore in Alabama (Nov. 21-22). In addition to dropping several 
buckets of rain across the state, it also moved quite a bit of warm tropical air into the region. This 
contributed to Alabama seeing its warmest November on record. November 1985 had an average 
temperature of 61.3° Fahrenheit, compared to the November norm of 53.6°.

- John Christy
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Record begins in  1895

  1. 1921 65.7°
  2. 1927 65.6°
  3. 1911 65.3°
  4. 1922 65.2°
  5. 1933 65.1°
   1998 65.1°
  7. 1925 65.0°
  8. 1990 64.9°
   2012 64.9°
10. 1938 64.5°
11. 2007 64.4°
12. 1896 64.3°

 AVG 63.1°

24. 2014 62.2°

 1963 61.7°
11. 1966 61.7°
10. 1895 61.6°
  9. 1960 61.5°
   1901 61.4°
   1969 61.4°
  6. 1979 61.4°
   1940 61.2°
   1958 61.2°
  3. 1983 61.2°
  2. 1968 61.0°
  1. 1976 60.7°
 

Year-to-date
Hottest

Coldest

January 
through 
Dec. 
2014
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Record begins in 1895

Year to Date
  1. 1929 75.08”
  2. 1975 74.77”
  3. 2009 73.78”
  4. 1983 70.36”
  5. 1961 69.83”
  6. 1979 67.92”
  7. 1948 67.64”
  8. 1973 67.17”
  9. 1912 66.56”
10. 1964 66.50”
11. 1919 65.97”
12. 1900 65.85”

56. 2014 55.95”

 AVG 55.10”

 1941 46.19”
12. 1910 46.19”
11. 1896 46.16”
 1981 45.80”
  9. 1930 45.80”
  8. 1921 45.44”
  7. 1914 45.33”
  6. 1968 45.22”
  5. 1931 43.84”
  4. 2000 42.50”
  3. 1904 40.60”
  2. 2007 37.87”
  1. 1954 35.39”

Wettest

Driest

January
through
Dec. 
2014



Alabama State Climatologist
John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama 

in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu

256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry
UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618
 

Bob Clymer
Assistant State Climatologist

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
bob.clymer@nsstc.uah.edu

256-961-7771

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport


