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It looked like October was going to be one of our drier months,
until the Storm Formerly Known as Patricia came along.

Through the first 23 days of October, for instance, Muscle Shoals
had six days with measurable rain, worth a grand total of 0.44
inches. Dothan had five rainy days during that span, with total pre-
cipitation of 0.09 inches.

But Mobile was the site most on track for a near-record October.
Through the first 24 days of October, Mobile had a trace of rain.
Twice. (Two traces is still only a trace.)

Dr. John Christy, Alsbarna State Climatologist 1 NEN along came Patricia. In two great swaths of storminess, the

low pressure system that a few days earlier had been the “most

powerful hurricane ever recorded,” pulled moist air in from the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico,
splashing rain across large portions of the U.S., including Alabama.

That included some pretty serious storminess along the gulf coast, with high winds, rough surf
(which damaged the pier at Gulf State Park) and strong rain. Mobile got 6.69 inches of rain in a week,
including 4.81 inches on Oct. 26.

While there was some heavy rain over most of the state, it didn't save some spots from having a
drier than usual October. Muscle Shoals finished with 2.58 inches for the month, which was better
than Birmingham's 2.39 inches. Dothan finished the month with a total of 2.03 inches of rain, most
of it within the last week of October.

Of course, we shouldn't be surprised at these late season tropical visitors. This month is the 30th an-
niversary of hurricane Kate coming ashore in Alabama (Nov. 21-22). In addition to dropping several
buckets of rain across the state, it also moved quite a bit of warm tropical air into the region. This
contributed to Alabama seeing its warmest November on record. November 1985 had an average
temperature of 61.3° Fahrenheit, compared to the November norm of 53.6°.

- John Christy



U.S. Drought Monitor
Alabama

November 3, 2015
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for November 6, 2015
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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New Local Climate Records'

October 2015
Precipitation, Daily Minimum Low Temperature, Daily
Mew Previoe Previves  Pesiod of Hew Presi Presi Pesind of
Ferd Ve Resnd Resnd Recod  Yew  Fesord  Fesoed
02 October 2013 19 October 2015
MONTGOMERY AIRFRT 1038 1934-10-02 083 BT paMITON3 S 27 2001-1019 29 53
10 October 2013 MOULTOM 2...o.o.eo e 30 2008-1049 32 58
FORT PAYNE 183 19661010 176 79
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27 October 2015 HUNTSVILLE INTL 0 Z007-0-06 BB 56
ALICEVILLE LED 085 20064027 060 35  MUSCLE SHOALS w2 19514008 81 T4
ATMORE 340 20021027 246 75 16 October 2015
CLAIEORNE LOCK & DAM 150 2002-40-27 135 62  GAINESVILLE i 19629016 BT 57
COFFEEVILLE LAD 287 1996-10-27 230 32 JASPER BB 2005016 BT 54
DAUPHIN ISLAND No.2 205 198540-27 057 39  MOBILEREG AIRPORT 83 20111016 89 &7
FAIRHOPE 2 NE 392 194840-27 312 97  ROBERTSDALE w2 201140-16 B8 0
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ANNISTONMETROARPT 121 20084031 087 12 VERNON G0 1962107 BB 58
TUSCALOOSAMUNI 084 19514031 077 &7 10 October 2015
CLAYTON 2 1980-1049 B3 59
24 October 2015
BANKHEAD LOCK & DAM B7  1978-10-24 B5 5B
GAINESVILLE B6  2010-1024 B5 57
JACKSON BE  2000-1024 B5 3

1 hitp/fwf ncde_noaa.goviextremes/records/
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
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September 2015
Aove., Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 5.66 1
Jackson in 7
Jefferson 264 15
Lamar 438 1
Landerdale 2.80 11
Lawrtence 370
Lee 1.68 3
Limestone 248 10
Lowndes na. 0
Macon na. 0
Madison 2.24 46
Marengo na. 0
Marion 410 1
Marshall 357 11
Mobile 6.13 13
Monroe 467 2
Montgomery 234 3
Morgan 3.50 6
Peiry na. 0
Pickens 307 1
Pike mna. 0
FRandolph 281 1
Fussell 279 2
St. Clair 445 4
Shelby 313 19
Sumter mna. 0
Talladega 393 5
Tallapoosa 227 -
Tuscaloosa 243 .
Walker na. 0
Washington 472 1
Wilcox 340 2
Winston 351 2

Normal
October
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 278"
Alberta ... 254"
Alex City .............. 320"
Aliceville ... 316"
Andalusia ... 281"
Aghland ............ 3447
Athems ... 317
Bay Minette ... 33¥F
Beszemer ... 3.66°
Billimgsley ........... 242"
Cenfreville WSMO 3327
Chalom ... 3200
Claibome L&D .. 287
Cauphin lsl. ...........4.15"
[ R 2.69°
EufaulaWi ... 274"
Evergre=n ...3.00°
Fayette ... .o
GenevaZ ... 3.45°
Greemwille _......... 271"
Haleyville ... 3407
Hamilion 35 ... 3.48°
Hurtsboro ... 3.48°
JESPET e AT
Lafayetie ... 286"
Livimgston ......... 291"
Melwin ... 251"
Milgtead ...............2.58"
Moulton ... 3807
Permyville ... 267"
Plantersville ......... 2867
Fock Mills .......... 244°
Fockford ... 303
Sylacauga .......... 313
Union Springs ......... 2.68°
Unicrtown ... 241"
WVEMAN e 3.2F
Warrior L&D ... 334"
Wetumpka ... 256"
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Alabama Climate Report

I Climate Extremes
| Hottest - Coldest k. Wettest - Driest

Statewide Average Temperature 3 Statewide Average Precipitation
I http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html http://wwvv.sercc.}'t(_:)mlclimat?inf(‘)/rm)nthly_seasongl.htlﬁl =¥
Record begins in 1895 . Record begins in 1895
Year-to-date Year to Date
1929 75.08”
Hottest 1 1921 65.7° Wettest 2 1975 74.77"
2. 1927 65.6° 3 2009 73.78"
3. 1911 65.3° 4, 1983 70.36”
4. 1922 65.2° 5. 1961 69.83”
5. 1933 65.1° 6 1979 67.92"
1998 65.1° 7 1948 67.64"
7. 1925 65.0° 8. 1973 67.17"
8. 1990 64.9° 9. 1912 66.56”
2012 64.9° 10. 1964 66.50”
10. 1938 64.5° 11. 1919 65.97"
11. 2007 64.4° 12. 1900 65.85”
12. 1896 64.3°
January january ~ 26. 2014 55.95”
through AVG 63.1° through
Dec. Dec. AVG 55.10”
2014 24, 2014 62.2° 2014
1941 46.19”
1963 61.7° 12. 1910 46.19”
11. 1966 61.7° 11. 1896 46.16"
10. 1895 61.6° 1981 45.80”

9. 1960 61.5°
1901 61.4°

9 1930 45.80”
8 1921 45.44"
1969 61.4° 7 1914 45.33”

6. 1979 61.4° 6. 1968 45.22"
1940 61.2° 5. 1931 43.84”
1958 61.2° 4 2000 42.50”
Coldest 3. 1983 61.2° 3 1904 40.60”
2

1

2. 1968 61.0° 2007 37.87"

1. 1976 60.7° Driest 1954 35.39”
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