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May certainly wasn't quiet. At least three significant storm sys-
tems knocked down trees and utility poles, blocking roads and
causing power outages and flash floods in spots across the
state while also causing some un-May-like cool temperatures.

Montgomery had its wettest May on record, with 12.74" of rain
for the month. That included 8.15” just on May 20. The former
record for May was 12.01” set in May 1978.

But Montgomery was unique in that respect. Mobile got more
than 10” of rain in May, but that isn't close to the 15.08” May
1980 record. Likewise, Troy recorded 7.77" of rain in May, which
was 1.8" short of the May 1976 record.

Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

Several stations saw daily rainfall records broken, but for the month most of Alabama seemed to
fall somewhere in the slightly wetter than normal to slightly drier than normal spectrum.

Those cool temperatures kept May’s high temperatures on the cool side. Looking only at high
temperatures, May 2017 was the 40th coolest May on record in Birmingham, the 29th coolest
in Montgomery and the 20th coolest in Mobile. The average high temperature was cooler than
normal in Huntsville. A couple of dozen daily records were broken statewide for the “lowest high
temperature.”

Despite the generally cool highs in May, the year to date has been generally warmer than normal.
Through May, 2017 has been the second warmest start to a year in Birmingham and Mobile, is
tied for the warmest start in Huntsville, and is the warmest first five months on record in Mont-
gomery.

Warmer than normal temperatures aren’t much of a hardship in January, February and March. If
the trend continues into July, August and September, however, it could be a hot and sticky sum-
mer.

June is the official start of the hurricane season, although we've already had one named storm
this year: Tropical storm Arlene back in April.

The official forecast is for a slightly better than normal chance of the more active than normal
hurricane season this year. The chance that we will see an El Nifio Pacific Ocean warming event
(which typically suppresses Atlantic hurricane formation) form this summer is about 50/50. The



expectation is that if an El Nifio does form, it will probably be weak and have little impact on
Atlantic hurricanes.

We are working on our 12th hurricane season since a major (category 3 or stronger) hurri-
cane hit the continental U.S. That is far and away the longest major hurricane “drought” on
record. If we have no faith in the hurricane forecast, plain old statistics and that regression to
the norm thing would tend to say the longer we go without a major storm, the more likely it
becomes that we will get one.

Which means this isn't a good time to neglect our hurricane preparations. There's never really

a good time to neglect our severe weather prep. After more than a decade of relative quiet,
however, human nature and putting things off can kick in. Not a good idea.

- John Christy
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

May 2017
Stadon  hMay Mean Yelay Hi Temp Moy Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest May Heaviest Day
Bepan  May Norm Eecord Hi Fecord Low Nommal Prec.  Dimest kay Fecord Day
. i a80° S518eMT 43° aEMT 518" 858" 1983 1.82° R20M1T
AnNniston 21503 gg 4o 08° 51682 34° 51380 4.16° 181 1077 332 SMoER
0. am™ &7 48° AEMT a7 1033 1915 1.52 R23NMT

Aubum 11893

mnwr g8a® axTne1 a5 5Mano 3.785° 038" 1914 453" OS5

e 82  &HMefyY 430 58M T il Bs™ 1983 285" LR20MT

Birmingham 11930 gng g moem2 360 SM71 4837 088 2000 385 5BGT

To.a° 80.1* 5By 432 S58H7 10.48° 1587 188 258° &R23NT

Brewfon #1577  gnge  qoge spE@3 340 5471 GSE 085 1083 5007+ 510405
c 70.4° 1 SMBMT  43° SEMT 8a1 000 2003 133 52017
alera #1500 o o 08" &2182  3M° 1380 402 034" 1977 385" EM212
68.9° 80.4° SMGM7  433° S6MN7 644" 13260 1991 187 52017
Clanton 21883 45 00° 53145 33°  5M13W0 438 057 1977 375" 50046
68.3° 88.4° SMTAT 420° SEM7 6200 M 172 52017

Courtland M M M M M M
67.0° 88.3° SMGMT7 376° SEMT7T 680" M 157 E2017

Cullman 7rsa7 M M M M M M
68.9° °  SMGMT  44°  SEMT 5407 844 10907 125" E20MT
Decalur 211880 a2 qoge 33114 34 521908 387 015 1941 3507 5291812
. nr 92° SMEMT7  40°  SEMT 455 873 1047 103" ST
Dothan 21902 g48 qpes 53037 44° 5554 337 045 1962  4.10° 5121003

Fai 7200 87.4° SMEMT7 472 S6M7 B8 1375 1901 181" 52017
Arhope /1917 3440 08° &O753  43° 51380 5807 031" 1088 654" 52081

66.3° 86.1° SMGM7 427 5617 048 775 1973 2400 S22NMT
Gadsden 71883 gp 4 00° &O470 33  GM3IE0 0 4507 143" 2000 327 5267
. 60.5° 80.4° SMGMT 438° S6MN7 457 1247 1978 187 52017
Gainesville Lock 61848 7 o o7 SOTT  38° 5588 443 042 2000 512" SMTE
60.4° 80.4° SMGM7  400° S6M7 3917 10300 1991 114" 52T
Greensboro /1890 74 'g 08°: SI24/08 37 SN0E8 44T 081" 1902 4100 SM&30
70.7° 80.1° SMEM7 45°  SEM7 604" g81" 1978 214" 5237
Highland Home 31892 757 08" HIE2  40°  AM1VE1 405 044" 2000 448 5478
70.3° 92° 2017 43°  SEM7 597 1188 19083 130 5P0MT

Huontsville 11958 gp g 06" 52001060 38°  SAT1 504" 078 2007 484" SM8ED
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

May 2016
Stetiom  May Mean My Hi Temp May Low Temp  Todal Precip.  Wetiest May Heaviest Day

Bepan May Marm Fecard Hr Eeeord Lo Mormal Prec.  Dinest May Fescard Diay

Mobi 73.1° 80* EMBMT  44°  SBNT 1088 1508 19680 437 S20M7
bile 31900 ;95 qopre HOTIEI 43 5M3E0 BAD 036" 1006 7.0€ 5561

720° g2 EMaNT 47 SBNT HM274T 12017 1978 *BAST S2O0MT

MOntgomery 61948 4o 40 0B EO7IE: 400 SMAT1 444 068" 1005 6523 GMNTA

Muscle S i B4 91 EMI7 43  SEMT7 496" 1186 1983 1210 528MT
uscle Shoals 121940 g o 00F  BOGM1 38 EAT1 530 118" 1987 33 SM7E0

a8 BE 5 AMEMT 383 HEMT AT 1837 180 055 &MY
Fuszellville sn9s3

B6.3° 95+ S2700  31°+  5M4T6 58T DEF 1987 6.0 5i8E4

B7.4° BEO® 5MIT 398° SEMT7 520 9ET" 1983 1000 51T

Scottsboro 101891 g 40 o7 EOGM1 3P ATl 502 127 1092 5000 5007
B4 BEO® 51T 403° S5EM7 508 901" 1991 157 SEIMT

Selma 11395 ;o0 o Eo7EI 40 B7M4 371 00" 1977 3400  GM/57

Talladesa 2 a.2° 01.3° 5MGM7  413° SBN7  74F  MTF 1683 237 EOO0AT
Ea IBEE g e 0E*+ ESDE 320 SAT1 4T 165" 1005 6527 SMGE3
B0.4° 801° 5MGMT  40°  SEBNT 4908  1204° 1680 1200  SMAT
Thomasville it

ML g9 40 00F  EANIT 380 SM3MD 475 064 1088 507 540
70.5° g1* EM8MT 4P  EBNT 705 Q57 1976 303 ST
Troy 61908 5y o 00*  EANIT 380 E4T1 ATY 014 1977 465 553

Tio4® a1 AT 497 AT 348 1113 1878 078 BEAT
Tuscaloosa 671948

71.0° BE*  E3USE1 38 SM4T6 455 044 2000 391" 5158
B5.0° BE.8° 5MQ1T 382° S5EMT7 758 86T 1978 173 SP0NMT
Valley Head 11893 gg 40 4% EOME2 204 SATE 470 108" 1002 419" 53007

Statewide May 2013 60.84° | 02°4stations 37.6° Russelille 658"  18.37" Russellvill=8.15" Montgomery
May Nomm 70.52° / 104" Dothan 28°+ Valley Head  4.587 010" Selma  8.15" Montgomery

M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record
wThis data is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction

* This record differs from long-t2m data in the ADSC dimate dakEbase:
hitpr-/inssic. wuah edwaldimate'dimate/daly_cimate_and_normals php
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The University of Alabama in Hunesville



Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network {CoCoRAHS)

Autanga
Baldwin
Barbour
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Blount
Bullock
Butler

Chambers
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Henry

Total Precip.

# Statioms

809
962
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na.

na.
702

na.
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na.

na.
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na.

na.
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na.

na.
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na.
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na.

na.
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na.

na.
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May 2017
Totsl Precip. | # Stations
Houston 404 2
Jackson 7.37 [
Jefferson 6.75 14
Lamar na. 0
Lauderdale 6.18 10
Lawrence 483 2
Lee 6.55 3
Limestone 7.53 7
Lowndes na. ]
Macon 10.10 1
Madison 6.82 21
Marengo na. 0
Marion 790

Marshall 7.32 9
Mobile 1333 14
Monroe 10.16 2
Montgomery 923 4
Morgan B.38 5
Perry Ia. 0
Pickens 711 1
Pike I.a. 0
Randolph 744 2
Russell 434 2

St. Clair 7.51 5
Shelby 6.88 17
Sumter na. 0
Talladega 7156 4
Tallapoosa 452 3
Tuscaloosa 5.25 5
Walker na. 0
Washington 671 1
Wilcox 7.20 2
Winston 5.85 2

Normal
May
Precipitation=
Abbeville ...........403
Alerta ... 4.25°
Alex City e 4.4
Aliceville.............. 380
Andalusia............ 4 60°
Azhland............. 4.44°
Athems ... 412
Bay Minette......_... o.48"
Bessemer .. -
Billingsley..... i
Cenfreville WSMO 4 567
Chalom............... o.ge
Claibome L&D ... 4.33°
Claytan .......cceceeee. 4.00°
Crauphin ksl ... 251"
Eufaula WR ... 4.04°
Fayeite. ..............442°
Geneva 2. 452
Gresmville ............4.12°
Halewville .............4.97
Hamilion 35............ 5.92°
Hurishoro................4.53"
Jasper. . D4
Liwingston ..............4.18°
Melwin.................4352°
Milstead ...... .83
Moulton.................. 497
Oneonta.......cceoeeee. 4.44°
Pemyville................. 372"
Plantersville............ 4.007
Fock Mills ... 3485
Rockford ... 43
Sylacauga............... 3.50°
Uniion Springs.......... 3.83°
Uniomtown.............. J8F
Veman ... 4.947
Warmior LED ... 4.14°
Wetumpka ... 36¥F

"Southeast Regional Cimate Cenker
NS BT Do
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New Local Climate Records'

Precipitation, Daily

New

Fimcoed
0 May 2017
ALEXAMDER CITY 1.80
ALCEVILLELAND D 1.36
BANKHEAD LOCK AMD DAM 2 2]
CEMTREVILLE 2.9 5W 1.78
CHATOM M

COFFEEVILLE LOCK & DAM 380
DEMOPOLIS LOCK & DA 204

HANCEVILLE 132
HOLT LOCK AND DAM 152
HURTSBORO 0.55
OMEONTA 225
PINE APPLE 165
PLANTERSVILLE2SSE 237
SAND MT SUBSTATION ~ 1.59
SCOTTSEORD 1M
THORSEY EXP STATION  2.12
LINICHTOWS 2,82
WALLACE 2E 2 4
WARRIOR LOCK &DAM 175
04 May 2017

BAY MINETTE 225
MOBILE DT AIRPORT 1.54
MOBILE REGLAIRPORT 147
05 May 2017

SYLACALGA 4 NE 102
13 May 2017

ALICEVILLELAND D 2 54
14 May 2047

CLAYTOM 0.84
20 May 2017

ANMNISTON METRO AIRPRT  1.82
BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT 265
MOBILE DT AIRPORT 297
MOBILE REGLAIRPORT ~ 4.37
MONTGOMERY AIRPORT  B.15
TALLAPCOSA WTR PLANT  7.00
2 May 2017

ADDISON 0.73
ALEXANDER CITY 304
ATMORE 328
BAY MINETTE 2.8
BILLINGSLEY 274
CAHABAPUMPHOUSE 250

May 1017 Alabama Climate RKeport * Office of the Alabama Climatologist * hitp://nsste. wabh. edufaoses

Prevines Previous  Pesicd of

Year

2002-05-01
1983-05-01
200205401
1978-05-04
1983-05-01
1989-0501
20040504
200205401
2008-05-01
2003-05-01
1909-05-401
2006-05-01
1940-05-401
1949-05-01
1978-05-04
1978-05401
1940-05-1
1989-05-01
1978-05401

2008-05-04
1987-05-04
1967-05-04

2013-05-05

20120513

2002-05-14

1980-05-210
2040-05-20
1950-05-20
1950-05-210
1980-05-20
1980-05-20

2003-05-21
2040-05-21
1989-05-1
2003-05-21
1980-05-21
1984-05-1

May 2017
CALERA 1.89
CLAYTOM 273
Fesod  Recoed GADSOEN 20
GENEVA NUMBER 2 175
i3 & HAMILTOMN 35 Je2
.81 ar JACKSONVILLE 281
123 &b LAY DAM 216
iz 42 MITCHELL D&M 378
100 & DPELIKA 1.85
138 = FINE APPLE 240
a4 65 SAND MTH SUBSTATION 137
om SELMA 232
onm 3 THORSEY EXP STATION 2N
R L ] I3 May 2047
130 122 ALEXANDER CITY 094
i 49 BESSEMER 3 WaW 0.4
208 0T COFFEEVILLE LOCK & DAM 0085
130 BB FTEENNING LAWSON FD 080
125 125 FORT PAYME 156
10 GAINESVILLE LOCK 126
27 122 HOLT LOCE AND DAM .86
200 7B JORDAN DAM 129
13 = MOEILE DT ARRPORT 1.82
OFELIEA 185
186 103 SAND MTH SUBSTATION 244
ned B8 LIMICHTIONNM 140
133 WALLACERE 200
24 May 2017
neo B2 ALEXAMDER CITY 104
CHATOM 280
12 W CLAIBORMELOCK & DAM 240
JACKSONVILLE 1147
e &8 MILLERS FERRY L&D 128
OFELIEA 1.10
nes 114 WALLACERE 180
72 & WALNUT GROVE 183
234 BB HUNTSVILLE INTLAIRPORT 087
23\ I8 May 2047
200 B9 BELLE MIMNA 184
i 33 28 May 27
GADSDEN 138
2 m TALLAPOOGA WTR PLANT - 0ue0
102 47 H May 2047
18 7 BILLIMGSLEY naa
278 103 CENTREWVILLE 2.8 53 .18
241 Th HANCEVILLE 1.81
200 3% SYLACAUGA4 NE 1.04

2000-03-21
1955-05-1
H0A0-05-21
2018-035-21
1983-05-21
1959-05-M1
1947-05-1
1980-05-21
2010-05-21
1989-05-11
H005-05-21
1922-05-1
2000-05-21

1974-05-23
H0e-05-23
2009-03-23
1980-05-23
1974-05-23
1959-03-23
1983-05-23
1974-05-23
1999-05-23
1980-05-23
1977-05-23
1974-05-23
1978-03-23

1977-05-24
2009-03-24
1955-05-4
1973-05-24
1967-05-24
1982-05-4
1989-05-24
1943-05-24
1985-05-24

2015-05-28

1955-05-29
1984-05-29

1962-05-21
1987-05-1
2004-05-21
197505-1

1.80
272
143
0uEe
2av
1.58
084
145
LT
0Ea
120
167
1.

082
052
0UBE
LT
138
1.10
023
1.03
147
158
1.50
135
1.40

1.00
205
245
083
1108
0.BS
133
148
g

1.70

122
058

080
047
1.80
098

BNEEEEBRAERE S

TEEBREIRESES

-
& R

BE % HAF2HBEOL
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New Local Climate Records'
May 2017

Maximum High Temperature, Daily

e Prasiz.s Pravioes  [Pend of

Recod Hofesk Fecord  Record
Diay
03 May 2047
GADSDEN 80  1990-0503 B8 64
1T May 2047

FTBEMMING LAWSOMN FD 92 1968-0517 @D &8

Minimum Low Temperature, Daily

Mew Previoes  Previows  Peiod of

Recoed Coldest Recoed  Rmcoed
Dy

03 May 2017
GAINESVILLE LOCK. ... 42 19880503 44 59
06 May 2017
ENTERPRISE 2W ... 0 2MID506 42 51
HALEYWILLE oo 36 19570506 39 114
JBCKSON oo 42 230506 43 33
MOBILE REGIONALAIRPRT.. 44 204305-06 45 69
07 May 2017
EVERGREEM ..o 43 19920507 44 125
GAINESVILLE LOCK. ... 40 19920507 44 59
15 May 217
HALEYWILLE oo 38 19580515 40 114

Precipitation, Wettest May Day
S Previous Previous  Peniod of
Record  WieHestDay Recond Recond
20 May 2017
TALLAPOOSS WTR PLANT 7.00 20080507 5.20 bt}
MONTGOMERY AIRPORT 815 19780508 523 =]

Lowest Temperature, Month of May
Mesw Previous  Previous  Period of
Reecond Coolest Doy Recond  Recond
06 May 2017

ENTERFRISE 2 W | 1971-05-04 40 )|

Coolest High Temperature, May

e Previous  Previous  Lenghh of

Reecord Dol Fecord  Recond
05 May 2047
ANNISTOM METROAIRPORT 52 1992405407 55 114
BESSEMER 3 WSW 53 2M30505 55 40
BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT 52 19700503 56 A7
HUNTSVILLE INTLAIRPORT 53 24340504 54 58
MONTGOMERY AIRPORT 58 197005403 60 69
08 May 2017
BANKHEAD LOCK & DAM 52 2340506 55 60
SYLACALIGA 4 NE 5 2130505 53 62
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The University of Alabama in Huntsville
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256.961.7618

Bob Clymer
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The University of Alabama in Huntsville
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