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Brought to you by the Office of the Alabama Climatologist

Volume 6, Number 8, May 2016

Weather wise, June is typically the calmest month of the year in
Alabama. We average barely more than one tornado statewide
during the month. (As any native can attest, there is a general
shortage of cold fronts throughout the Alabama summer.) And,
although it is technically the start of the Atlantic hurricane season,
National Weather Service data says there has never been a June
hurricane in Alabama.

The earliest hurricane on record to hit Alabama was the record-
setting July 5, 1916, hurricane, but more on that next month.

May was generally uneventful, trending at the end of the month

Dr. John Chrissy, Alsbama State Cimatologisr - tOward dry and hot. At the beginning of May less than 10 percent

of the state was ‘abnormally dry.” The new state drought monitor

will show the top half of the state in moderate drought and the northeastern corner in a severe
drought.

That kind of thing happens when rain falters and temperatures rise, which they did at the end of the
month as temperatures topped 90° during the last week of May. Birmingham saw temps of 90°, 92°
and 93° from Sunday through Tuesday, when the normal high would be 84°. Montgomery got 90°+
temps five of the last six days of May, while Huntsville averaged about 11 degrees warmer than nor-
mal on May 29-31. Mobile also hit 90° or warmer for the last three days of May, but Mobile’s average
temperature for the month was 0.6° cooler than May norms.

Stations statewide generally saw little rain in May: With 2.66"” of rain, Mobile got just over half of
its normal May rainfall. Huntsville got 1.54”, Birmingham 1.43” and Montgomery 0.73". Stations at
Scottsboro (1.03"), Muscle Shoals (1.16") and Talladega (1.24") saw their driest May on record, al-
though Clanton saw its wettest May day on record May 1st, with 3.98” of rain in one day.

It is too early to say whether this will be a trend that continues through the summer, although there
is a better than average chance that might happen as the east central Pacific Ocean transitions from
an El Nifio warming event to a La Nifia cooling event.

While we are still a few days from the beginning of the astronomical summer (the Sun hits its north-
ernmost reach on June 20 at 5:34 a.m. CDT), June 1 marks not only the start of the hurricane season
but also the meteorological summer. In the Northern Hemisphere, of course.

While the Sun is going to do what the Sun does, the warmest 91 days of the calendar year for Ala-
bama occur, on average, starting about June 9 and running through Sept. 7. June 9 is a bit closer to
June 1 than it is to the solstice, so meteorologists generally refer to the entire month of June as the



start of summer and the last day of August as its end.

It's an interesting choice for modern scientists to be making, choosing between a calendar intro-
duced by a 16th century pope or solar movements tracked by ancient civilizations from Egypt to
Stonehenge and beyond.

- John Christy
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for June 2, 2016
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

May 2016
Station  hMay Mean Moy Hi Temp Moy Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest May Heaviest Day
Bepan  May MNomm Eecond Hi Hecord Low Mommal Prec.  Dimest My Eecord Day
. 70.2° 04" SIM8  44° S8 440 850" 1083 258 56
Anniston 21903 gp 4o 08° 5MBME2  34°  HM1E0 418" 181" 1977 337" SMOE3
A 80.0° 88° &M218 44°  SBM8 158" 1033 1915 058" 516
ubum 111883 44w 08° BTG 35°  5MIE0 375 38 1914 453 E7M5
Birmi 70.8° 03" S3118 45 568 142 g5 1983  1.04" 527-28015
Imingham 11930 7 4. 00° SMBM2  38° 5471 483 &8 2000 385" GMET
71.2° 007 3018 452° S8 3310 1587 1991 1300 5176
Brewion 41577 gnge  qoge 5me@3 340 5471 5SE° 85 1088 500+ SMONDS
c 70.9° 04" S3M8 470 568 151 OO0 2003 045 5116
alera 911800 g oo 08" S2182 31° 51380 402 a4 1977 385 SN2
60.8° 03.2° S31M8  456° STM8 527 1326 1991 398"  SM16
Clanton 21893 gpga 00° 53145 33°  HM80  4.38 57 1077 375" G206
88.0° 803° S26M8 436° SEME8 028 015" BN

Clourtland M M M M M
66.8° 016° 53118 412°  SE18 171 077 SN

Cullman 71%07 M M M M M
68.3° o1 SE0M8 440 SEME 110 844 1907 005 51216
Decafur 211880  gn90  qpge 3314 340 s1009 387 A5 1081 3507 G2WA1012
. TAD 08° 3118 48° 568 182 873 1047 081" 5176
Dothan 21902 g4p0  qpe=  s@E0E7 440 SES4 337 45 1982 4107 5121003
Fai 725 00.3° S30M8 474 STM8 204" 1375 1991 1707 520016
AMhope 1917 7q 40 08" &O7S3  43° 5180 5.60 a1 1088 G54 EOONE1
B6.1° 804° S31ME8  41.0° SEME8 247 775 1973 003" 51216
Gadsden 71893 gg 4o 00° S2470 33° 5MIE0 450 143 2000 3322 52367
. 70.0° ga.1® 47.1°  S6M8 092" 1217 1978 038" 5M218
Gainesville Lock &1s48 55 07" SEUTT  38°  SEE8 443 A7 2000 512 SM7E
60.4° 017" S3018 426° S&M8 2800 10300 1991 177 520016
Greensboro 21890 5, 08% S24/068 37° SM08E 447 81" 1002 4100 5M830
70.8° 05 S3118  48.0° 5618 a07 gE1”" 1978 118" 516
Highland Home 31892  5p . 08" S2282 40°  SM3E1 405 A4 2000 448" 5478
. 70.4° 04" S30M8 43° 568 182 1188 1983 104" 51216
Huntsville 11958 g 5 06° 5/20M080  38°  SAT1 504" 78 007 484" EMBIED
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

May 3016
Statton  May Mean My Hi Temp May Low Temp  Todal Precip.  Wetiest May Heaviest Day
Bepan May Marm Fecard Hr Eeeord Lo Mormal Prec.  Dinest May Fescard Diay
Mohil 135" B3 hAaoe 480 LN i 2.88° 1508 1880 1.85 5CNOM6
1900 g9 e 100°+ &ATIEZ 43° 5M3MD g.10r S8 1908 T SiSE

73.6° DE* 5ANIE  48° SAME 07Y 1201 1978 043 520M6
MOntgomery 61948 45 40 0B EO7IE: 400 SMAT1 444 BB 1905 523" SN

Muscle S i g9.8° g EOHI6 46" SEM6 1460 1186 1983 0700 SMONME
uscle Shoals 121940 gy o 00F  BOGM1 38 SMT1 530 118" 1987 33 SM7E0

i i b B 2° RiI2AME 38O  HAME 0.8 1837 180 040° 526
Fuszellville sn9s3

B6.3° 95+ SO0 31°+  5M4T6 58T EF 1987 610" 5iE4
87.0° 015 5316 412°  SEM6 103 DET" 1983 047 51216

Scottsboro 101891 g 40 o7 BG4l 3P AT 502 127 1092 5000 5A07
70.2° B4.1° 516 456° STME 2325 901" 1991 083 52018

Selma 11395 ;00 o Eo7ER 40 BTM4 371 AT 1977 340 GM/ET

Talladesa 2 B0 5° 03.2° 5316 42 SAME 12T 11TT 1983 045 SM2NM6
Ea IBBE g e 0FF+ BOSDE 32 SAT1 4T 165" 1005 527 SMGE3

— it 237 RE1ME 448 SIS 2108 1204 1880 115 BMTHME8
Thomasville

721° oE*  EAUAT 380 SMAE0 475 B4 1988 507 540
72 5° o7*  E3IE  45° SEME 241 Q57T 1976 116" 516
Troy 61908 549 00*  EANIT 380 E4T1 ATY A4 1977 485  GMIE3

Tog® B REAIE 440 AN 0.aor 1113 1878 048~ BM2ME6
Tuscaloosa 671948

71.0° BE*  E3UE1  38°  SMATE 455 A4 2000 3910 558
B5.3° BE5® 5ANIE 37 SEM6 187 86T 1978 089 51216
Valley Head 11893 gp 40 4% EOME2 2004 SATE 470 108" 1002 419" 5007

Statewide May 2013 70.05° o7 Troy 37° Valley Head 205" 1837 Russellville  2.5E" Anniston
May Nomm 70.52° / 104" Dothan 28°+ Valley Head  4.587 0.10° Selma 7_BE" Mobile

M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record
wThis data is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction

* This record differs from long-t2m data in the ADSC dimate dakEbase:
hitpr-/inssic. wuah edwaldimate'dimate/daly_cimate_and_normals php

May I0id Alabama Climate Bepore * Office of the Alabama Climatolopgist * hetp: / /nsste. nah edu/aoses
The University of Alabama in Hunesville



New Local Climate Records'
May 2016

Precipitation, Daily

New
Record
01 May 2016
ANNISTON METRO APRT 2.58
BILLINGSLEY 215
02 May 2016
GADSDEN 1.05
12 May 2016
ATHENS 1.19
GADSDEN 1.25
17 May 2016
MOBILE DTWN AIRPORT 0.75
18 May 2016
GENEVA NUMBER 2 0.75
MELVIN 2.02
19 May 2016
FT BENNING LAWSON FD 0.75
21 May 2016

GENEVA NUMBER 2 0.69

Previous
Year

1985-05-01
1957-05-01

2004-05-02

1955-05-12
1991-05-12

1968-05-17

1987-05-18
2010-05-18

1993-05-19

2015-05-21

Previous Period of

Record

1.97
1.92

1.01

0.75
0.89

0.64

0.55
1.23

0.55

0.55

Record

13
77

63

75
63

67

40
76

67

40

Maximum High Temperature, Daily
New Previous Previous  Period of
Record Hottest Record Record
Day
31 May 2016
ALEXANDER CITY 94  2012-05-31 93 46
CLAYTON 96  2011-05-31 95 60

Minimum Low Temperature, Daily

New Previous  Previous Period of
Record Year Record Record

15 May 2016
HAMILTON 3 S, 40 2006-05-15 41 54

" http://lwf.ncdc.noaa.gov/extremes/records/

May 2016 Alabama Climate Report ¢ Office of the Alabama Climatologist ¢ http://nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/
The University of Alabama in Huntsville



Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)

Autanga
Baldwin
Barbour
Bibb
Blount
Bullock
Butler

Chambers
Cherokees

Escambia
Etowah
Fayette

Franklin
Geneva
Greene
Hale

Henry

May I014 Alabama Climare Bepore * Office of the Alabama Climatolopgist * http-//nsstc.nab. eduSaosc/
The University of Alabama in Hunesville

Total Precip.

# Statioms

255
407

2

]
b2

na.

na.
2n

na.

na
232

na.

214

270

292

256

na.

na.

326

200

na.

2.10

na.

.

285

317

308

193

210

435

305

221

na.

na.

na.

na.

na.
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Mary 2016
Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 1.52 2
Jackson 1.73 7
Jefferson 215 14
Lamar na. 0
Landerdale 148 11
Lawrtence 211

Lee 1.22 3
Limestone 214 10
Lowndes na. 0
Macon na. 0
Madison 154 44
Marengo na. 0
Marion 206 1
Marshall 209 10
Mobile 348 15
Monroe 3.27 2
Montgomery 194 3
Morgan 1.81 5
Peiry na. 0
Pickens 1.86 1
Pike mna. 0
FRandolph 1.14 2
Fussell 192 2

St. Clair 283 5
Shelby 2.39 16
Sumter mna. 0
Talladega 311 4
Tallapoosa 097 -
Tuscaloosa 188 5
Walker 1.86 1
Washington 1.85 1
Wilcox 1.81 2
Winston 251 2

Normal
May
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 403"
Alberta ... 425"
Alex City ... 442"
Andalusia ... 469"
Aghland ............... 444"
Athems ... 4.1z
Bay Minette ... 548"
Beszemer ... 218"
Billimgsley ........... 7o
Cenfreville WSMO 4 56"
Chalom ... 5.19°
Claibome L&D ... 4.33"
Cauphin sl ...........5.517
Eba e 427"
EufaulaWi ... 4.04°
Evergre=n ... 465"
Fayette ... 4.42°
Geneva 2 ... 452
Greemwille ... 4.12¢
Haleyville ............ 497"
Hamilion 35 ... 5.92°
Hurtsboro ... 453"
JESPET e D1
Lafayetie ... 428"
Livimgston ... 418"
Milgtead ...............393"
Moulton ... 4497
Oneonta ... 444"
Permyville .............. 372
Plantersville ...........4.00°
Fock Mills ............ 3.85°
Fockford ... 432"
Sylacauga ........... 3.807
Union Springs ......... 3.83"
Unirtown ... 383
VEMAN e 494"
Warrior L&D ... 4.14"
Wetumpka ... 63

"Eoutheast Regloral Simate Cenber

ST S ETC D0
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The University of Alabama in Huntsville
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256.961.7618
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The University of Alabama in Huntsville
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256-961-7771
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