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The Alabama Climate Report

Brought to you by the Office of the Alabama Climatologist

Volume 5, Number 8, May 2015

Or. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

Perhaps the most interesting thing we can say about the weather Alabama
saw in May is about the weather we didn’t see, which is to say the signifi-
cant rain that fell just to our west.

We've seen the reports about the significant flooding in Texas and Okla-
homa, but somewhat less about the heavy rainfall in Arkansas and Loui-
siana. It seems the worst of that rain dropped off in Mississippi, with only
remnants left to sprinkle over Alabama.

Some of the rainfall amounts from May are staggering. The Weather Ser-
vice station in Oklahoma City recorded 19.48 inches of rain for the month.
Just across the line, Wichita Falls, TX, recorded 17 inches of rain, while
south of Dallas the Camp Mabry station in Austin recorded 17.59 inches
for the month.

The attached map shows a broad area of Oklahoma, north Texas and Arkansas, where more than 20 inches of
rain were recorded by radar and other instruments.

But the worst of that didn’t cross the Mississippi River. Shreveport got 10.97 inches and Baton Rouge 11.17, but
that fell off to 7.06 inches by the time it got to Jackson, MS, and only 2.16 inches in Meridian, MS. (Although Tu-

pelo got 9.09 inches.)

Mobile got 8 inches of rain in May, which was almost 3 inches more than normal for the month. Decatur reported
a couple of flash flooding incidents, but saw only 5.95 inches of rain — about an inch and a half more than nor-

mal for the month.

Other May rainfall across the state shows how spotty things were this far east:

Tuscaloosa 2.32" (-1.66")

Anniston 2.53" (- 1.73")
Birmingham  2.56" (- 2.43")
Auburn 2.77" (M)

Troy 3.09” (-0.59")

Muscle Shoals 4.21” (-0.91")
Montgomery  4.34” (+0.80")
Huntsville 5.08” (-0.03")
Gadsden 5.42" (M)
Dothan 5.42" (+ 1.86)
- John Christy



U.S. Drought Monitor June 2, 2015

(Redeased Thursday, Jun. 4, 2015)
Alabama Valid 7 a.m. EST Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
Brought Conditions (Percent Arsa) for Junﬂ 3, 2015
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New Local Climate Records'

Precipitation, Daily
Prewijis  Presious  Penod of
Year Recoed Fecoed

New

Recoed
15 May 2045
CHATOM 1.50
MOBILE DTWN AIRPORT 1.58
18 May 2045
CLAIBORME L&D 1.70
MOBILE REG. AIRPORT 363
WALLACE 2E 116
1T May 2045
ATMORE 1.06
TALLAPOOSAWTRPLT 185
18 May 20435
ADDISON 119
2 May 2045
GEMEVA NLUMEER 2 05
24 May 20435
BAY MINETTE 4.00
BESSEMER 3 W5W 1.22
25 May 2045
MONTGOMERY AIRPT 0.5
28 May 2015
JORDAN DAM 1.03
LAY DA 1.62
MITCHELL DAM 163
MOBILE DNTWM AIRPRT 1.43
PIME APPLE LB
RUSSELLVILLE No. 2 .00
WALLACEZE 1.04
WETLUMPHEA 210
2T May 2045
ATHENS 1.65
HUMWNTSVILLE INTL AIRPT 245
28 May 2015
BELLE MMA 1.70
GREEMSBORO 203
OPELIKA 240
RUSSELLVILLE No. 2 4.00
WARRIOR LED 165
20 May 2015
ALEXAMNDER CITY il } |
JACKSONYILLE 136
MCULTON 2 1.37
CPELIKA 260
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
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Ave. Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 587 1
Jackson 4351 T
Jefferson | 274 15
Lamar 3.29 1
Landerdale 5.68 g
Lawtence 544 2

Lee 319

Limestone 5.60 10
Lowndes na. 0
Macon na. 0
Madison 415 49
Marengo na. 0
Marion 31.23 2
Marshall | 33 11
Mobile 714 14
Monroe 749 2
Montgomery 445 3
Morgan | 6.10 T
Perry na. 0
Pickens 31.53 1
Pike na. 0
Randolph 5.58 1
Russell 301 2
St. Clair 3.60 4
Shelby 336 18
Sumter na. 0
Talladega | 498 ]
Tallapoosa 3.80 4
Tuscaloosa 23 4
Walker | 025 1
Washington 5.37 1
Wilcox 451 2
Winston 478 2

Normal
May
Precipitation+
Abbeville ... 403"
Aberta .o oo 425
Alex City - 4 42°
Alicaville ... j.or
Andalusia ... 463"
Ashlamd ... 4447
Athens ... 41>
Bay Minetie ... 5 48
Bessemer ... L.ig"
Billimgsley ............... 3.707

Centreville WSMO .. 4.56
Chalom ... 319
Claiborne L&D ........ 4.33

Clayton................. 4.00"
Dauphin Isl. ........... 551"
[= |+ 427
Eufauta WR ... 4.04"
Evergreen ... ... 4 657
Fayetie .... e 442"
Geneval . ... 452>
Greemville ............... 412"
Haleyville ................ 457
Hamitton 35 ... sS9>
Heflim ..o 4.8™
Hurtgboro ............. 453
Jasper ... o247
Livingston ............... 4.18"
Mehvin ... 45F
Milstead ... 3o
Moulton ................. 4 4qr
Oneonta .........cocee 4 44"
Permyville ................ arxr
Plantersville .. 4.0
Rock Mills - 3.95"
Rockford ................. 43r
Sylacawga ... 3.607
Union Springs ......... 383
Uniontown ._........... 383"
Vernon ........ 4547
Warrior L&D ........... 414"
Wetumpka _............. 3B3™
"Soulh=xst Regional Clmeste Cenler
WAL SESTC .0
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May 2015 NWS percentage of normal precipitation
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May 2015 NWS multi-sensor precipitation estimate
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