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Perhaps the most interesting thing we can say about the weather Alabama 
saw in May is about the weather we didn’t see, which is to say the signifi-
cant rain that fell just to our west.

 
We’ve seen the reports about the significant flooding in Texas and Okla-
homa, but somewhat less about the heavy rainfall in Arkansas and Loui-
siana. It seems the worst of that rain dropped off in Mississippi, with only 
remnants left to sprinkle over Alabama.

 
Some of the rainfall amounts from May are staggering. The Weather Ser-
vice station in Oklahoma City recorded 19.48 inches of rain for the month. 
Just across the line, Wichita Falls, TX, recorded 17 inches of rain, while 
south of Dallas the Camp Mabry station in Austin recorded 17.59 inches 
for the month.

 
The attached map shows a broad area of Oklahoma, north Texas and Arkansas, where more than 20 inches of 
rain were recorded by radar and other instruments.
 
But the worst of that didn’t cross the Mississippi River. Shreveport got 10.97 inches and Baton Rouge 11.17, but 
that fell off to 7.06 inches by the time it got to Jackson, MS, and only 2.16 inches in Meridian, MS. (Although Tu-
pelo got 9.09 inches.)
 
Mobile got 8 inches of rain in May, which was almost 3 inches more than normal for the month. Decatur reported 
a couple of flash flooding incidents, but saw only 5.95 inches of rain — about an inch and a half more than nor-
mal for the month.
 
Other May rainfall across the state shows how spotty things were this far east:
 
Tuscaloosa           2.32”  (- 1.66”)
Anniston              2.53”  (- 1.73”)
Birmingham        2.56”  (- 2.43”)
Auburn                 2.77”  (M)
Troy                      3.09”  (- 0.59”)
Muscle Shoals     4.21”  (- 0.91”)
Montgomery       4.34”  (+0.80”)
Huntsville            5.08”  (- 0.03”)
Gadsden               5.42”  (M)
Dothan                  5.42”  (+ 1.86)
- John Christy
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Statewide Average Temperature
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Record begins in  1895

  1. 1921 65.7°
  2. 1927 65.6°
  3. 1911 65.3°
  4. 1922 65.2°
  5. 1933 65.1°
   1998 65.1°
  7. 1925 65.0°
  8. 1990 64.9°
   2012 64.9°
10. 1938 64.5°
11. 2007 64.4°
12. 1896 64.3°

 AVG 63.1°

24. 2014 62.2°

 1963 61.7°
11. 1966 61.7°
10. 1895 61.6°
  9. 1960 61.5°
   1901 61.4°
   1969 61.4°
  6. 1979 61.4°
   1940 61.2°
   1958 61.2°
  3. 1983 61.2°
  2. 1968 61.0°
  1. 1976 60.7°
 

Year-to-date
Hottest

Coldest

January 
through 
Dec. 
2014
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Statewide Average Precipitation
http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html

Record begins in 1895

Year to Date
  1. 1929 75.08”
  2. 1975 74.77”
  3. 2009 73.78”
  4. 1983 70.36”
  5. 1961 69.83”
  6. 1979 67.92”
  7. 1948 67.64”
  8. 1973 67.17”
  9. 1912 66.56”
10. 1964 66.50”
11. 1919 65.97”
12. 1900 65.85”

56. 2014 55.95”

 AVG 55.10”

 1941 46.19”
12. 1910 46.19”
11. 1896 46.16”
 1981 45.80”
  9. 1930 45.80”
  8. 1921 45.44”
  7. 1914 45.33”
  6. 1968 45.22”
  5. 1931 43.84”
  4. 2000 42.50”
  3. 1904 40.60”
  2. 2007 37.87”
  1. 1954 35.39”

Wettest

Driest

January
through
Dec. 
2014
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