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As we have previously noted (more than once), Alabama’s tor-
nado season extends fromJan. 1 to the end of December. How-
ever, while tornadoes can occur in Alabama during any month
of the year, April is the peak month for tornado activity.

To remind ourselves of how bad it can be, let's look at a couple
of April tornado systems that caused deaths and major dam-
age.

Sunday, April 8, was the 20th anniversary of the April 8, 1998,
tornado system that dropped three tornadoes along a path that
stretched from Pickens County near Gordo to St. Clair County
north of Pell City.

Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

The three tornadoes in the system included an EF-3 tornado that dropped in Pickens County and
moved into Tuscaloosa County.

The second tornado was a EF-5 that was the most significant tornado to hit Alabama since 1977.
With winds in excess of 260 miles per hour, that tornado touched down in Tuscaloosa County just
east of the Warrior River. The tornado track, which continued into Jefferson County, was about
30.6 miles long. At its widest point, the track was half a mile wide.

The death toll was set at 32 people killed. At the time it was the seventh deadliest tornado in
Alabama history. Another 250 people were injured. About 1,000 homes were destroyed, while
another 900 had significant damage.

The third tornado in that system was an EF-2 that touched down just north of Moody. Two deaths
were reported in St. Clair County, both of them in one mobile home.

Tuesday, April 24, will be the 110th anniversary of a 1908 EF-4 tornado that stayed on the ground
for 105 miles, from Walker County through Jefferson, Blount and Marshall counties before end-
ing in DeKalb County. The storm caused at least 35 fatalities and 188 people were injured, al-
though more damage and casualties were expected given the limited reporting systems available
in 1908.

Some of the damage reports from that storm are mind boggling. A nine-ton oil tank was reported
to have been moved half of a mile near Albertville. A train with nine freight cars was overturned
and destroyed.



Of course, the systems we have in place today for forecasting severe weather are much better
than they were in 1998, much less 1908. But how effective those forecasting systems will be
in protecting us from storms and tornadoes still depends in large part on how we respond to
those watches and warnings. Warnings have little value if we don't take shelter or if we take
shelter in places that don't really offer safe harbor from approaching storms — such as mobile
homes and other less-than-sturdy buildings.

If you don't have a severe weather plan, now is the best time to make one. Know where to go
and what to do the next time severe weather threatens.

As noted, however, Alabama gets tornadoes and severe weather every month of the year. We
had a strong system go through the state on March 19. It spun up at least 17 tornadoes, which
caused a handful of injuries in central Alabama, but fortunately no fatalities. The storm also
caused some significant large hail events, including what will probably be certified later as the
largest hailstone yet recorded in Alabama. More on that later.

Rainfall was generally below normal in March, with large areas of mild drought returning to
central and southern Alabama. Fairhope had its driest March on record. Temperatures state-
wide tended to be very slightly cooler than normal, but not much to write home about.

- John Christy
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for April 5, 2018
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

March 2018
Station March Mean March Hi Temp  March Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest March Heaviest Day

Began March Norm Record Hi Record Lo Nommal Prec.  Drest March Eecord Day

Mobile 11000 014 g2° a/25M8 33 3M5M8 371" 1346° 1980  1.32" 3/29/2018
50.7° 89° 231567 21 3M14/93 7207 300" 1981 715" 3/6/90

Mont 57.0° g4° 38 30  3M5M8 318 1240° 1990 128" 329118
ontgomery 61948 g5 . 80°+ 322095 17  314/93 639 175" 1997 7.89° 3/16/90
Muscle Shoals 11040 228 g1° aMTH8 27 3918 457"  1425° 1980 104" 3/918
5200 86°+ 31367 10 3343 621 222" 1985 480" 3127/94

Russellville sess b 78° 3AM7M8 234 3918 566" 1575 1973 140" 32918
49.1° 84°+ 2/24/95 5+ 348D 628" 214" 2000 B40" 3MET3

UmO—— 763° 3718 238 3948 283"  1648" 1980 076" 3/29/18
OUEROR 515° o0° 22529 28 3(14/93 652" 228" 1982 488" 3M6E73
Selma 11505 BE 817° 3M7M8 271 3M5M8 528" 1406 1973 290" 3M11/18
elma 58.5° 00° 22536 18 34/80 667 107" 1985 975" 3M6/90
Talladesa wisss 20 79° 32818 259 3918 419"  1824" 1976 097" 32918

8 54.8° g8°+ 2/24/95 6  3(14/93 682" 118" 1985  7.81" 33077

Th — g1° 22518 269 31518 512" 1535 1976 158" 3/29/18
QEBASVILY; 57.6° 80°+ 2/20/80 14 3380 6.95° 162" 1978 1110° 31235
S— g2° 22518 28 3M5M8 291" 1375 1990 130" 3/29/18

Loy 58.0° 89° 31255 13 3380 6567 181" 1982 856" 3M7/90

Tuscal _— g2° 3M7M8 30  3M5M8 382"  1099° 1976 147" 31118
uscaloosa 55.4° 00° 2/23/95 12  3(14/93 637" 112" 1986 608" 3MAT5
Vallev Head U1sos | 223 756° 32818 216 3/9M8 337 1587 1980 091" 3/29/18
Gy ek 406° g4°+ 2/20/82 2 3380 657 191" 1985 487" 3479

Statewide March 2017 5473 / 84" Montgomery 21.6° Valley Head 393" 19.99" Tuscaloosa 2.90° Selma
March Norm 5524° / 93°2stations  2° 2 stations 6.52" 0.40" Calera 13.00" Brewton

M: Data is missing or not avaiiable
*New Record
#This data is missing this month due to an instrument malfunction
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
March 2018

Total Precip. | # Stations Total Precip. | # Stations Normal
Autauga 269 2 Houston 265 2 p B{Ia.rch.
. recipitation®
Bald Jacks 747
wm 2'24 24 H'C m 5 Ahb&'ﬂ'i“e o h E_z;‘ﬂ
Barbour na. 0 Jefferson 439 15 Alberta . BTR"
Bibb 541 1 Lamar 378 1 AlexCity . 709
Blount 495 8 Lauderdale 691 8 Aliceville ............... 6.03"
Andalusia ... 663
Bl.lllﬂck na. n LHWIEIICE 5.1? 3 A.Shhﬂd e ?_1'5“
Butler na 0 Lee 406 1 Athens .. 597
Calhoun 7.00 2 Limestone 6.08 7 Bay Minette ... 6.547
Be RPN, |1
Chambers na. 0 Lowndes na. 0 e ;
Billingsley ..............6.04
Cherokee na 0 Macon 537 1 Centreville WSMO 739
Chilton 458 1 Madison 6.06 19 Chatom ... 637
Claiborne L&D ... 628"
Choctaw Marengo :
4'51 ]' -g n-a {} Ciaytun ST E-1Bﬂ
Clarke 450 1 Marion 402 1 Dauphin Isl. ... 647"
Clay na. 0 Marshall 6.47 10 Elba ... _BE5
Cleburne na. 0 Mobile 355 14 Eufaula WR ool g;ga
vergreen ... 6527
Coffee 2.68 1 Monroe 432 2 Fayette .........._.7.00°
Colbert 6.73 5 Montgomery 318 4 Geneva?2 ..........691
Conecuh 5.10 1 Morgan 643 5 Greenville ......._.....6.28°
Haleyville ... 6507
-CZODsa 5'15 2 : Perr}r ﬂ'a' {} Hamiltm SS e E-HSF
Covington na. 0 Pickens na. 0 Heflin 688"
Crenshaw na. 0 Pike na. 0 Hurtsboro ... 6307
Cullman 6.83 3 Randolph 3.89 ) Jasper .................6.60
Lafayette ...........671"
Dale 313 1 Russell 417 i Livingston .............6.20°
Dallas 463 1 St. Clair 575 5 Melvin ... 722"
DeKalb 630 5 Shelby 418 16 Milstead ............... 6.08"
Elm Sumte Moulton ... 642
Dr-e 5-53 5 m r ﬂ'a' {} Dmnnta ----------------- E-EHN
Escambia 270 X Talladega 4380 4 Perryville ... 651
Etowah na. 0 Tallapoosa 273 1 Plantersville ..........6.73"
Rock Mills ._.......643"
Fayett Tuscal
daye _e 417 1 uscaloosa 3.70 6 Rockford . 6.93"
Franklin na. 0 Walker na. 0 Sylacauga ............6.22
Geneva 654 1 Washington 501 1 Union Springs ........6.21"
Greene na. 0 Wilcox 446 2 Uniontown .......... 6.21°
Vemon ... 678
HH.IE n.a. 0 Wmston 041 2 Wammior L&D B.2F°
Henry na. 0 Wetumpka ... 6.06"
*Southeast Regional Climate Center
WWWLBEITC.COMm
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