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Later this month will be the fifth anniversary of the terrible out-
break of tornadoes that swept across the southern U.S., including
Alabama, in late April 2011.

Some people want to know, what have we learned from those
deadly days?

Scientists here at UAH and elsewhere around the country contin-
ue to learn from the data gathered those days, as we sift, sort and
analyze the vast quantities of information collected during that
outbreak.

Dr. John Chrissy, Alsbama State Ciimatologisr We learned that too few people take advantage of warnings when

they are available. We learned that because our forecast system

isn't perfect, people can be overwhelmed by false alarms or by alarms for storms that hit nearby or
in other parts of a county.

We've learned that some people have ideas about weather safety that aren't 100 percent accurate,
and that some times these beliefs cause people not to act appropriately during severe weather.

In addition to what we have and are learning from those events, however, we also are reminded
of many things. We are reminded that such horrific systems as those that hit Alabama on April 27,
2011, are fortunately uncommon.

We are also reminded, however, that in this part of the country severe storms and tornadoes are not
rare, and that there isn't one month of the year when we can relax our weather awareness.

It's a bummer, but it's true.

Photos and video from the days and weeks after April 2011 remind us that in the event of a major
tornado, a proper shelter is the only truly safe place to take cover. We are reminded that mobile
homes and other manufactured housing can be less safe than taking shelter in a ditch or culvert.

We are reminded that having a weather radio or other alert system can be invaluable, especially for
people who don't live under a warning siren.

For anyone who remembers the powerless days that followed the storms, we are reminded that be-
ing prepared for such events with the tools and supplies recommended by state and local EMAs can
be invaluable, even if your home isn't damaged by a storm.



We are reminded of the outpouring of support and assistance and supplies that flowed into our
communities as neighbors and strangers offered aid for those whose lives had been devastated.

And, for those of us who devote our careers to studying and probing the weather, and to teaching
the next generations of meteorologists and atmospheric scientists, we are reminded that what we
do is important to people far beyond our circles of academia, and that every fresh bit of under-
standing and insight we can wrest from our research is a worthwhile thing, even when we don't
see or understand today how it all fits together.

April is our busiest month for tornadoes and severe weather, so let's all be alert and prepared.

- John Christy
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for April 5, 2016
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summoaries

March 2016

Bepgan Mdarch Momm Eecord Hi Fecord Lowr Nommual Pree.  Dimest March Fecord Day
. 50.3° 88" 3M5M6 32°  AUMAG 3290 18000 1977 1190 A6
Anniston 211503 gy g 80°: JOT4 12°  3M403 628" 138 1085  7.08° 32007
A 61.4° 88" 3M5M8 33°  AME 4100 1747 1929 158" 33116
ubum 11893 g 80° 32TMOID  13° 3443 644" D80 1918 508" 32344
Birmi 50.9° 88° 3M5MB 33°  AMME 570 15807 1980  158° 374016
Immingham 11830 gy e 80°% W1GE2  2° 3403 610 171" 1985 691" 3MT0
81.7° B10° AM4ME  330° AU2ME  0A5” 15827 1000 2000 3316
Brewfon 1977 g g M 3378 10° JIED  TOH" 280 1085 13000 3M520
c 60.2° 87" W5M8 34° A6 585 1886 1080 1327 16
alera 1500 4 aa 88" 1074 ©0° YD 6507 040" 1918 645" 32051
58.9° 85.0° WM5M8 324° 5M8 504" 1588 1978 204" 33116
Clanton 21883 gy 03" A2EP0 10° 31403 606 227 1085 685" 3470
56.3° 843° W18 IS5  IEME 519" M 237 316

Courtland M M M M M M
56.4° 847° AEME 276 UG 602 M 104" 3116

Cullman 7rsa7 M M M M M M
55.9° 84° 3MEMB  30°  ATIME 515 1145 1929 204" 36
Decatur 211880 gy 40 03° ¥T2MO07  4° ATME00 615 085 1910 495" 32320
e 84° AMEME  35°  ATIME 618" 16407 1929 138° W16
Dothan 21502 gg 4 80° W24M004  21° 03IN0443 588 042 1065 0007 3114120
Fai 62.9° 70.1° WMGM6  337° AUZIME 003" 11600 1980 313 1116
airhope 1917 gg g 85°% 1074 21°% ™D 671" 250 1081 620" 3M18/00
55.7° 826° WM5M8 200° J5M8 507 17417 1980 117" 3724016
Gadsden 71883 gy 88° 3174 1% MO0 655 146" 1088 408" 3470
. 50.4° 86.1° WM5M6 337° AUMAE 044 1726 1978 2068 306
Gainesville Lock 61948 gy oo 88° IAB7 15° A0 50T 157 1985 5127 32051
7.9 85.1° W5M8 328° 3UMAE 528" 1457 1978 2507 33116
Greensboro /1890 gg g 1° W25 10°  3M403 651 237 1985  7.30° 2851
80.9° 83.8° AM5M6 337° AUMAE 528" 1384 1973 137 3MEM6
Highland Home 31892 oo 88° WJ12E5  14° YD 605 207 1084  £.13° /30460
) EB.0° 85° 3M5MB 32°  WUSME 449 17000 1980 185 331116
Huontsville 11958 gy 4 88° 33 6°  3AE0D 641 112 2007 524" 3M&1G73
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

March 2016
Stattom March Mean  March Hi Temp  March Low Temp Total Precip.  Wedtest March Heaviest Day
Began March Momm Fecard Hr Eeeord La MNormal Prec.  Dmiest March Fescard Diay
Mohil g4.0" B 3nahe 35 321146 1018 1346 1880 425 321114
1900 g e BE® BMSET 217 IN4d 7.2r 00 1681 7157 aMemo

83.1° BE* AMSME 35 W26 42 124" 1980 143 A6
Montgomery 61948 g5 40 BO%+ APNEE  17° W43 A3 175" 1097 780" 3M&mD
Muscle S . 57.8° BE* AMSME 3  WEME 318" 1425 1080 185 36
uscle Shoals 121940 g5 o B6*+ AMMET 10°  IIMI A2 277 1085 4800 32704
R 5G2°  BATC AMSME 277 WEME  TIE 1575 1973 383 A6
ussellville 81953 40 4o B4% AMDE 54 M0 A28 214" 2000 B4 3MET3
g 56.1° 87.3° AMSME 204° VENE 448" 1848 1080 180 36
COtEsbOro 101361 gy g o0F AS20 00 8 W43 A5 208 1082 488" AMET3
59.7° 853° AMSME 320° W26  TAT 1406 1973 2407 36
Selma 11365 gp o o0F ADSE6 180 0 B0 A6T 107 1985 075 3M&O0
Talladesa 2 58.6° B6.4° IMSME 206° VENE 408" 124" 1976 128 A6
Ba MIBEE gy e BE*+ AMDE & I4N3 A8 118" 1985 781" 30077
80.2° 831° AMSME 312° 226 B2 1535 1676 211" 3IMEM6
Thomasville
WIBL g7 ge BO%+ AMNNED 140 VIR0 605 16 1978 11100 3M2035
83.0° BB AMSME 34  YENE 526 1375 1980 136" 3MEM6
Troy 61908 gg e BEF ANXEE 13 YURD 656 181" 1082 B.58 3M7m0

5a2° BE*  3NsME 330 32216 6187 19867 1878 148 3M0M16

Tuscaloosa 61948 gp 40 o0* A2AEE 1P I4N3  A3T 112 1088 608" 3INATE

52" B32.8° 3nsMe 275 3EME 4387 1587 1880 1137 3724M4

Valley Head 11893 4p5  paey aomez ¢ 3380 657 1010 1985 487 3470

Statewide March 2015 5054° / B80° Monigomery 27 5% Valley Head  6.01° 19007 Tuscaloosa  4.25" Mobile
March Norm 5§522° / 83" 2 stafions 2° 2 stations 6.50° 0.40r Calera 13.07 Brewion

M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record
wThis data is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction

* This record differs from long-t2m data in the ADSC dimate dakEbase:
hitpr-/inssic. wuah edwaldimate'dimate/daly_cimate_and_normals php
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New Local Climate Records'

March 2016
Precipitation, Daily Maximum High Temperature, Daily
K15 Prasoas Previpes  Peviod of FEw Prasio.s Previoes  Perind of
FRimcoed Fear Recod  Record Recond Hirfead Record Reord
10 March 2018 Dimy
GREENSEORD 239 199303410 179 124 13 March 2016
11 March 2018 MOBILE DT AIRPORT 82 1952-0313 B &7
ALICEVILLEL& D 285 20400311 28B4 36 14 March 2016
COFFEEVILLE L&D 225 2010-03-11 144 33 MOBILE DTAIRPORT 82  2008-03-14 B4 &7
DEMOPOLIS LAD 340 20450311 143 B4 15 March 2016
GAINESVILLE LOCK 240 1852-03-41 130 &R ANNISTON METROAPT 88  20M2-0315 B3 113
MELVIN 465 18520311 174 T BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT 88  20M2-0315 B4 56
MILLERS FERRY L&D 089 20100311 062 35 GADSDEN 86 2M2-0315 B3 63
MOBILE REG. AIRPORT 425 18560311 33 6B HALEYWVILLE 84 2M2-0315 B3 113
LIMIONTOWN 106 045-03-11 174 42 MONTGOMERY AIRPRT 88 1973-03-15  B6 BE
VERMON 260 2000-03-11 251 7B MUSCLE SHOALS RGLAP 86 2012-03-15 B85 75
WARRIOR LOCK A DAM 236 2000-03-11 185 58 ROCK MILLS B8  2012-0315 B3 T4
12 March 2018 16 March 2016
ATHENS 187 FMO00-12 148 75 BANKHEAD LOCK & DAM B8  1988-03-16 B85 59
COFFEEVILLE LED 155 20440342 140 33 CLAYTON 86  2012-03-16 B5 B0
DALPHIN ISLAND No 2 392 20430312 042 4D GAINESVILLE LOCK 88 1982-03-16  BE 58
FAIRHOPE 2 NE 342 195103412 101 o8 GUNTERSVILLE &7 aM2-ae B2 106
JACKSON 206 19930312 160 54 HAMILTON 3 S 89 2012-03-16 &8 54
ROBERTSDALE 277 19210342 189 104 JASPER 86 1942-0316 B4 55
19 March 2018 MARION JUNCTION 2 NE 87  19882-03-16  B6 B
GAINESVILLE LOCK 134 19860319 108 6B MOLULTON 2 85  2M2-0316 B4 59
PINE APPLE 182 19710319 176 4B OFELIKA 86 1982-03-16 B4 59
24 March 2018 SAND MT SUBSTATION 85  20M2-03-16 B3 B
ATHENS 107 19940324 096 75 SCOTTSE0RO 86  1945-03-16 B5 124
MOBILE REG AIRPORT 319 1973-03-24 305 6B SYLACALIGA 4 NE 88 2M2-03-16 B3 &1
25 March 2018 TALLADEGA 87 1982-03-16 &6 122
BREWTON 3 ENE 1 19940325 142 38 VERNON 86 2M2-03-16  BS 58
BRUNDIDGE {20 19370325 1M 85 1T March 2016
GENEVA NUMBER 2 196 1994-0995 063 40 RUSSELLVILLE No. 2 87 20150347 EBD B2
34 March 2018 VERMON 86 2012-0347 B3 59

RUSSELLVILLE No 2 280  M02-03-31 183 B2

Max High Temperature, March
New Previoes Previoes  Pesind of
Femcond Hiofiest Record  Riecord

Dimy
16 March 2016

BAMKHEAD LOCK & DAM B8 1995-03-24 BT )

1 hitp/fwf ncde_noaa.goviextremes/records/
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
bfarch 2016

Autanga
Baldwin
Barbour
Bibb
Blount
Bullock
Butler

Chambers
Cherokees

Escambia
Etowah
Fayette

Franklin
Geneva
Greene
Hale

Henry
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# Statioms

762
10.40

2
22

na.

na.
315

=

na.

na
474

na.

30

211

11.18

707

na.

na.

592

500

na.

458

na.

.

374

6355

795

496

698

984

452

306

na.

na.

na.

na.

na.
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Houston
Jackson
Jefferson
Lamar
Landerdale
Lawrtence
Lee
Limestone
Lowndes
Macon
Madison
Marengo
Marion
Marshall
Mobile
Monroe
Montgomery
Morgan
Perry
Pickens
Pike
FRandolph
Fussell

St. Clair
Shelby
Sumter
Talladega
Tallapoosa
Tuscaloosa
Walker
Washington
Wilcox
Winston

Aove., Total Precip. | # Stations
795 1
445 7
504 13
na. 0
548 10
524
437
434 10
na.
na.

381 45
na. 0
893 1
451 10
014 14
T7.27 2
598 3
442 5
na. 0
967 1
na. 0
565 2
431 2
512 5
6.61 17
na. 0
591 4
4383 -
7.1%9 5
355 1
531 1
7.82 1
535 2

Normal
March
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 621"
Alberta ................BTE"
Alex City ..............7.08"
Aliceville ... 603"
Andalusia ... 663"
Aghland ............ 7.16"
Athems ... Sk
Bay Minette ... 654"
Bessemer ... 6.38"
Billimgsley ........... 604"
Cenfreville WSMO | 7.357
Chalom ... 637"
Claibome L&D ... 628"
Clayton ................6.18"
Cauphin lsl. .......... 547"
[ R 6.65"
EufaulaWik .......6.158°
Evergre=n ... 652"
Fayette ... 7.00"
Gensval? ... 6.91°
Greemwille _......... 6.28"
Haleyville ... 6.50"
Hamilion 35 ... 633"
Heflin .................. 6.68°
Hurtsboro ... 6.30°
Jasper ................... 5.807
Lafayetie ... 6.71°
Livingston ... 6.207
Milgtead .............. 608"
Moulton ... 6.42°
Oneonta ... 628"
Pemylle ... 6.51°
Planterswille ......... 673"
Fock Mills .......... 6.43°
Fockford ... 6.93°
Sylacauga .......... 6.22"
Union Springs ........6.217
Unicrtown ... 6.21°
Vemaon ... 6.78"
Warrior L&D ... 626"
Wetumpka ... 6.0e"

"Eoutheast Regloral Simate Cenber

ST S ETC D0



Alabama Climate Report

"r %1 Climate Extremes
| oldest Wettest - Driest

Statewide Average Temperature 3 Statewide Average Precipitation
I http://lwww.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html b http://www.sercc;c'(_;)mlclin1a@nf<ﬁ>/nmnthly_seasongl.htlﬁl -

Record begins in 1895 . Record begins in 1895
January January

Hottest 1. 1950 58.9° Wettest 1. 1936 11.49”

2 1937 57.0° 2. 1925 10.08"

3 1974  55.0° 3. 1947  9.97”

4. 1907 53.6° 4, 1937  9.10”

5. 1949 52.7° 5. 1972 8.52"

6 1952 52.4° 6. 1990 8.44"

7 1932 51.9° 7. 1946 8.37"

8. 1916 51.8° 8. 1974  8.20"

9. 1933 51.4° 9. 1998 8.14"

10. 1913 51.2° 10. 1926 7.96"

11. 2006  51.1° 11. 1999 7.94"

12. 1923 50.9° 12. 1979 7.68"

AVG 45.0° AVG 5.06”

47. 2015 43.5° 52. 2015 4.35”

12. 1961 39.2° 12. 1935 2.76"

11. 1963 39.1° 11. 1941 2.72"

10. 1905 38.6° 10. 2014 2.70”

9. 1948 38.5° 9. 1956 2.68"

8 1970  38.0° 8. 2003 2.33”

7 1979 37.8° 7. 1907 2.21"

6. 1918 37.4° 6. 1914  2.14"

5. 2014  37.3° 5. 1986 2.13”

4 1985 37.2° 4, 1909 2.05”

3 1978 35.6° 3. 1928 1.52”

2 1977  33.3° 2. 1981 1.33”

Coldest 1. 1940 32.1° Driest 1. 1927 1.277
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Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry

UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618

Bob Clymer

Assistant State Climatologist

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
bob.clymer@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7771
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