
Volume 10, Number 4, July 2019
July’s climate in 2019 was, in many ways, close to average for the 
state of Alabama as a whole. The statewide temperature average 
was only +0.7°F above the 20th century average.  Things were a 
bit drier than usual though, with the state receiving 4.10” of rain 
compared with an average of 5.44”.

The state’s highest temperature, based on 113 reporting stations, 
was a hot one; 105°F at a station that has become familiar as the 
warmest, Andalusia-Opp Airport.  Selma and Evergreen Middleton 
Field rose to 102°F.  In all, 20 of the 113 stations hit the 100°F 
mark.

An unusual cool spell came to most of Alabama from the 23rd to 
26th with over half of our stations falling to 60°F or below.  Rus-

sellville was the coolest at 54°F. Dauphin Island, on the other hand, never cooled below 72°F all 
month.

The driest July for the state was 1983 when less than 2” fell, while the wettest was 103 years ago 
(1916) when a deluge of 17.59” flooded many areas.  The source of so much rain was an unusu-
ally early hurricane (5 July) hitting the coast near Pascagoula MS so that the wettest and windi-
est (east) side of the storm clobbered Alabama.  Some locations received over 2 feet of rain in 
the space of several hours and Mobile (up the bay) saw its highest-ever storm surge at 11.6 feet, 
though the surge at the AL/MS coastline was likely near 20 feet.

This month, rainfall totals, as is usual, varied widely from place to place.  The two wettest stations 
with over 11 inches of rain each were separated by 280 miles, Courtland in the north and Daphne 
on Mobile Bay.  Drought began to develop in SE Alabama as well as in Shelby and Jackson Coun-
ties.  Some stations in those regions barely received an inch of rain.  With over 300 stations report-
ing rainfall, many of them our volunteer CoCoRaHS observes, we will have a better awareness of 
how the extremes in precipitation are distributed around the state.
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