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You might recall (I had to look it up) that back in May we talked
just a bit about the impact a developing La Nifia Pacific Ocean
cooling event might have on summer weather in Alabama, as well
as on the Atlantic hurricane season.

It has been just a couple of months since then, but things haven't
gone exactly as expected — although the state’s weather has
been doing pretty much what we forecast.

We said in early May that if the eastern Pacific Ocean along the
Equator near South America shifted this summer from a warm
phase to a cool phase, during that transition period we would

Dr. Johin Christy, Alsbarma State Cimatologist — NAve a better than normal chance for a summer that is warmer
and drier than usual, especially in the southern two-thirds of the

state.

Through June and July it has been that, somewhat. In most places. Except where it was cooler and/
or wetter. (Jasper saw three one-day rainfall records broken in July, including its wettest July day on
record, 4.93" on July 10.)

That's the thing about summer weather in Alabama. It can be spotty. A thunderstorm can pop up
and drop a couple of inches of rain on one side of the road while leaving the other side completely
parched. Check out the climate summaries for the place-by-place data. In our 24-site state survey
(Gainesville Lock was off-line for a large part of July), 17 were warmer than normal in July, while 14
were drier than normal. That leaves large swaths of cooler and/or wetter.

But the La Nifia transition doesn’'t seem to be much at work on our weather this summer because
that cool pool isn’t developing as rapidly as expected. Sea surface temperatures in that part of the
Pacific are cooler than normal, but the NOAA forecast for the region says there is only a 55 to 60
percent chance an actual La Nifia event will happen this fall.

That isn't necessarily a bad thing. Atlantic hurricanes tend to be more common during La Nifia
years, and it has been a relatively quiet hurricane season. Part of that, however, might have to do
with a large region of cooler than normal water puddling about in the northeastern Atlantic.

While a cool eastern Pacific tends to enhance the formation of hurricanes, a cool pool in the
North Atlantic tends to block them. So far this summer it seems the cool Atlantic is winning the
meteorological tug of war.

This doesn't mean, however, that we get a free pass on being weather prepared. It takes only one



bad tropical system to cause havoc and destruction. Think hurricane Andrew. Andrew was
the only major Atlantic hurricane in 1992, but it was more than enough.

This October 24 will be the 11th anniversary of Wilma coming ashore in Florida as a category
3 hurricane — the last “major” hurricane to hit the continental U.S.

We are overdue, so let's also be prepared.

-John Christy

U.S. Drought Monitor July 26, 2016
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Fuly 2016
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New Local Climate Records'

July 2016
Precipitation, Daily
Mew Presious Previouz Perind of
Resord Year Record  Resord

5 July 20168 2 July 2016
WALNUT GROVE 207 20050705 200 73 THORSBY EXPSTA 216 1970-07-21 142 58
6 July 2016 22 July 2016
JACKSONVILLE 120 20110706 077 68 CLAYTON 270 19390722 215 &F
10 July 2016 ENTERFRISEZW 125 198607-22 116 30
FORT PAYNE 229 193580710 207 &0 MOBILE DNTWN APRT 248 195807-22 202 &7
JASPER 493 20050710 230 55 SYLACAUGA4NE 166 1970:07-22 073 61
TALLADEGA 200 20050710 1.77 128  TALLADEGA 281 189207-22 194 128
13 July 2016 24 July 2016
SYLACAUGA4NE 178 20030713 132 ®1 CAHABAPUMPHS 152 201307-14 132 M
14 July 2016 27 July 2016
GREENSBORO 215 19480714 187 124  BAYMINETTE 150 1348-07-27 1.25 102
RUSSELLVILLENo 2 050 19%307-14 079 &2 COFFEEVILLE L&D  1.18 200107-27 030 33
HUNTSVILLE AIRFRT  1.70 2011-07-14 1352 57 29 July 2016
15 July 2016 HAMILTON 3 5 1584 19695-07-29 107 M
ALICEVILLELANDD Jbo 138840715 088 36 JACKSOMN 110 1%60-07-29 090 >4
JACKSON 188 20110715 178 M MOULTON 2 09 1%6207-29 065 39
JASPER 112 19730715 098 55 30 July 2016
TLOOSAOLIVER DM 1.30 20130715 120 116 HALEYVILLE 185 197207-30 125 113
17 July 2016 3 July 2016
JONESBLUFFLED  1.72 201040717 148 35 JASPER 237 02071 226 X
OPELIKA 140 19680717 130 59

Precipitation, Wettest July Day

Maximum High Temperature, Daily Remi  WeimdDey eswd Rt

Previmus  Previus Peiodof 10 July 2018

Recoed Hoest Fecord  Fecord JASPER 41493 1985-07-27 360 55
Dy
3 July 2018
CLAYTON 99 19600703 @8 &0 o .
4 July 2018 Minimum Low Temperature, Daily
CLAYTON 88 40704 86 6D
5 July 2016 Mew  Freviows  Previoss  Pewnddf
ALEXANDER CITY 100 201207-05 &8 46 Recod  Year  Fecord  Recoed
22 July 2018 22 July 2018
MARION JUNCTION 2 NE 100 HH507-27 ug 6 OPELIKA e, 58 19710722 B9 o8
23 July 2016
OPELIKA oo 55 197407-23 59 58
26 July 2018
DEMOPOLIS LOCK & DAM.... 61 20080726 &4 B4

! hitplwf ncde_noaa.goviextremesirecordsl
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
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Fuly 2016
Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 7.29 3
Jackson 4584 7
Jefferson 350 13
Lamar na. 0
Landerdale 442 10
Lawrtence 675
Lee 1.72
Limestone 4 87 10
Lowndes na.
Macon na.
Madison 331 41
Marengo na. 0
Marion 2.30 1
Marshall 410 10
Mobile 795 13
Monroe 577 2
Montgomery 3.80 4
Morgan 576 5
Pery na. 0
Pickens 393 1
Pike mna. 0
FRandolph 366 2
Fussell 400 2
St. Clair 406 6
Shelby 3.20 16
Sumter mna. 0
Talladega 657 4
Tallapoosa 3.68 3
Tuscaloosa 316 5
Walker na. 0
Washington 534 1
Wilcox 518 2
Winston 473 2

Normal
July
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 614"
Alberta ................5.00"
Alex City ..o 5147
Aliceville ... 455"
Andalusia ... 647"
Aghland ................ o.64"
Athems ... 4.30°
Bay Minette ... 2.08"
Beszemer ... 0.25"
Billimgsley ............... L3
Cenfreville WSMO . 5.15"
Chalom _............. 6.21°
Claibome L&D ... 535"
Clayton ................5.91"
Cauphin lsl. ........... 543"
[ 6.45°
EufaulaWi .......5.94°
Evergresn .............. 641"
Fayette ... 477
Geneva 2 ... o.84°
Greemwille ... L.Be"
Haleyville ... 4.84°
Hamilion 35 ... 467"
Heflin R X
Hurtsborg ... S2.23
Jasper .. 0257
Lafayetie ... S.52"
Livimgston ............. L7e"
Melwin ... 5594"
Milgtead ............... 515"
Moulton ... 447"
Oneonta ... 566"
Pemplle ... a.04"
Planterswille .........5.18"
Fock Mills .............. 212"
Fockford ............... o820
Sylacauga .............. 213
Union Springs ......... 5.62°
Unigrtown .............. SRl
WVEMON e 2.29°
Wamior L&D ... 412"
Wetumpka ... 471"
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