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This summer seems to be returning us to normal after a couple of cooler 
than normal summers. July averaged about 1.2 degrees warmer than nor-
mal, according to our cities sample, but it was far from consistent.  
 
Huntsville was almost four degrees warmer than normal for the month, 
while Scottsboro was cooler. Montgomery was almost three degrees 
warmer than normal and Tuscaloosa was more than two degrees warmer 
than normal, while Selma, Thomasville and Greensboro were all cooler. 
And Greensville (which has an 88-year climate record) saw its coldest July 
temperature on record, with a 55 that broke the record set in July 2009.  
 
Go figure.  
 
Much of the talk around this office for the past few days has been about 

the forecast that a “Godzilla” El Niño Pacific Ocean warming event is building in the equatorial Pacific stretching 
westward from South America.  
 
If it is as powerful as the 1997-’98 “El Niño of the Century,” it will alter weather patterns around the globe. The 
1997-’98 El Niño caused more than 2,100 deaths worldwide, brought flooding to Peru and eastern Europe, 
heavier than normal rain to the Gulf Coast region, California and west Africa, and drought to Australia. Global 
average temperatures hit record highs that have not been equaled since in the bulk atmosphere, as measured 
by satellites and balloons.  
 
Since global temperatures have been generally warmer than historic norms for the past 18 years, it will be 
interesting to see whether this new El Niño breaks those records.  
 
I’m not entirely sure of the Godzilla part, however, since we all know Godzilla only bothers Tokyo and New York.  
 
- John Christy
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Record begins in  1895

  1. 1921 65.7°
  2. 1927 65.6°
  3. 1911 65.3°
  4. 1922 65.2°
  5. 1933 65.1°
   1998 65.1°
  7. 1925 65.0°
  8. 1990 64.9°
   2012 64.9°
10. 1938 64.5°
11. 2007 64.4°
12. 1896 64.3°

 AVG 63.1°

24. 2014 62.2°

 1963 61.7°
11. 1966 61.7°
10. 1895 61.6°
  9. 1960 61.5°
   1901 61.4°
   1969 61.4°
  6. 1979 61.4°
   1940 61.2°
   1958 61.2°
  3. 1983 61.2°
  2. 1968 61.0°
  1. 1976 60.7°
 

Year-to-date
Hottest

Coldest

January 
through 
Dec. 
2014
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http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html

Record begins in 1895

Year to Date
  1. 1929 75.08”
  2. 1975 74.77”
  3. 2009 73.78”
  4. 1983 70.36”
  5. 1961 69.83”
  6. 1979 67.92”
  7. 1948 67.64”
  8. 1973 67.17”
  9. 1912 66.56”
10. 1964 66.50”
11. 1919 65.97”
12. 1900 65.85”

56. 2014 55.95”

 AVG 55.10”

 1941 46.19”
12. 1910 46.19”
11. 1896 46.16”
 1981 45.80”
  9. 1930 45.80”
  8. 1921 45.44”
  7. 1914 45.33”
  6. 1968 45.22”
  5. 1931 43.84”
  4. 2000 42.50”
  3. 1904 40.60”
  2. 2007 37.87”
  1. 1954 35.39”

Wettest

Driest

January
through
Dec. 
2014
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