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Trying to sum up January ...

Alabama had two snow events in January, including a mid-
month storm that shut down much of south and central Ala-
bama for a day or maybe two. The one-tenth of an inch of snow
in Mobile on Jan. 17 was the city's second recorded snowfall
this winter. (The other Gulf Coast snow storm this winter was in
early December, when Mobile got a full inch of snow.)

According to the NWS, that was only the second time in Mo-
bile's climate record that the city had two measurable snowfalls
in one winter. The first time it happened was in 1977, when
measurable snow fell twice in January.

Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

January 2018 in Alabama was generally drier than normal and colder than normal. We saw al-
most four dozen daily low temperature records broken, although it also hit a Jan. 12 record 75
at Bankhead Lock and Dam.

In other words, it was January in Alabama.

While the Jan. 16-17 snow might not have been as irobusti as the Dec. 8 snowfall, it was at least
as widespread, stretching from Mobile in the south to the northeastern corner of Alabama. Some
spots got up to 3 inches of snow, while much of the region got from a trace to 1 inch.

Butler, which recorded 7.5 inches of snow in December, got another inch and a half during the
January 17 storm. It has probably been a year or two since Butler got nine inches of snow in one
winter.

But it wasn't just the snow. For instance, Dothan reported only two-tenths of an inch of snow, but
a portion of that melted and refroze into a layer of ice that turned many streets into impromptu
ice rinks for the kids — and for anyone trying to drive. Streets and roads were closed due to icy
conditions across large portions of the state.

Both January storms brought with them bitter cold. Daily record low temperatures were recorded
on Jan. 1 on Dauphin Island (27«) and in Fairhope (20«). Single digit lows chilled North Alabama
for several days, including record daily lows of 6« as far south as Sylacauga.

Alabama'’s coldest January temps, however, were reported in Addison, which is tucked alongside



a southeastern edge of the Bankhead National Forest in Winston County. Addison saw tem-
peratures drop to zero twice, on Jan. 17 and 18, and fall to 1« on both Jan. 2 and 3. Fort Payne
also saw a 1« low on Jan. 17.

On average, however, the state’s four biggest cities averaged only 3.6« colder than normal
for January. That means January had several days of windbreaker or even shirtsleeve weather
to balance out those record lows. Huntsville, for instance, had highs of 60« or warmer seven
times in January, including two days when it hit 70c.

Yep. January in Alabama.

- John Christy
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U.S. Drought Monitor January 30, 2018
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for February 5, 2018
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Jarmary I00LE
Staton  Jan. Mean Jam. Hi Temp Jan. Low Temnp  Total Precip.  Wedtest Jan Heaviest Day
Bepan  Jan Morm Record Hi Feoord Losr MWarmal Pree.  Dwmest Jan. Fecord Day
e o 40.0° 71 1MIME @ 1ATME 1800 12600 1072 0.04° 12728018
ANMISION. 21303 g g B0°+ 12650 5 12185 534 005" 1088 507 1472
A _ 42.1° 71 1MIME 1P 1A8M8 385 12000 1038 155 12818
ubum 11893 4oa B4 1220/24 -1 121382 526 040" 1027 52T 12012
Birmi nesp 0T 72 1MIME @ 1MTMB 135 050 1008 04T  1EMS
irmingham 1 42.6° B1° 111040 &° 12185 545 1.00° 1081 471 1/26/08

Brewton, 4 430 719° 12118 182° 1M8M8 230" 1255 1001 115  1/818
[EWION 41877 g7 9= B5° 11248 3 12185 610 146" 1081 645 12578
Calera snsoo 12 74°  1MME  10° 1MTAB 2360 12507 1047  0.06° 127-28118

: 42 g 7B* 120057 - 12483 506 074" 1027 47T 12420

398" 734 11118 88 11718 3.3 1348 1872 1.653° 172818
Clanton z1gs3

43 BF B4 11248 -4 172185 ha8 1.15% 19388 4 64" 1109038
363 a8.2* 12118 3" 11718 1.8 M 0.a1" 1818

Courtland M M M iy M M
) a3 G9.4* 11118 g2* 1178 1.38° M o.a0¢ 1818

Cullman 7asa7 M M M M M M

ago* ga® 11118 iy 11718 147 12.88° 1049 oamr 181
Decatur z1eso

427 70° MMSME0T 5 D112MB 504 100" 1058 462 0VDESD
Doth o 4nar 75°  1M1M2 19 1M8M18 147  1688° 1038 D80 11218
an 21%02  gn e B3 1211140 10° 1224183 427 034" 1027 647 118138
Eai _ 45 5° 728° 1M1M8  175° 11818 32  1633° 1008 130 1EME
awrhope 81917 . B2"  UME?  5+° 12WBE 611" 0.87° 1080 O58 12678
3BT B5.6° W21ME  51° 117TME .27 o901 1008 OS50 1712018

Gadsden 7ns93

403 ra*  u2Ems 80+ 1021085 o.85 148" 1881 4085 11654

o _ 30.6° 725° 121118  98° 1M7M8 244" 080" 1008  DO5  1/8M8
Gamesville Lock a1948 o e B1® 120182 -+ 12285 58T 130" 1081 3400 1720083
nsboro 2asee 41T 73 118 92° 1M7MB 28  1180° 1072 086 12818
Gree 457 B3* 18137 2  1MB5 6AY 131 1088 558" 1/18/87
. N -1 728° 11118 135° 1M8M8 147  1040° 1078 037 1818
Highland Home 31892 50, B4®  1/12M40 3°: 12285 548 002" 1081 40 12578
38.1° 70° 1MNE T 1MTAB 15F 10827 1082 1000 1/8H8

Huntsville 11959 agge 772 qpm0m002 1 130m8 400 132" 1086 483 1282
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Jamuary 2018
Stattom  Jan. Mean Jan_Hi Temp Jan. Lowr Temp  Total Precip. Wetiest Jan. Heaviest Day
Began Jan. Morm Fcard He Eeeord La Mormal Prec.  Diniest Jan. Fascard Dray
Mohil 48 6% T 122He 1T 1M7Ma 3 58" 18.62° 1804 1887  1/8M18
#1900 5001 B4® 1148 E 1121185 575 127 1881 618" 17708
42.8% TE*  1MiMe e Mansa 5.05° 10016° 1800 2837 17228
Montgomery 61948 g5 g3 g4 00 12185 504" 117 1988 4.6 1/ZVE5

Muscle S . 37.8° 70° UMME  T* M7 178 MIT 1674 054 11818
uscle Shoals 121940 49 o B80° 1M0ME  -11° U21E5 407 060" 1086 4417 13151
R 35.0° 80.1° 12ME  38° 1MTME 224" 1248 1008 083 1/8M8
ussellville 1953 44 g TEF UDST2  24%:  B1EE 544 003 1986 3200 1192001
35.2° B0 1UMME B3 1MTME 151 108 198 07T 11818
Scottsboro 101891 491 B1° 11148 -10° 126M0  A01 084 10868 412 102037
40.2° 741° UMME M2° M7 36X 1224° 1672 195 112818
Selma 11365 45 B3 1ANGD 0°  W21E5 564 107 1988 4207 108032
Talladesa 2 38.3° 71.8° 111ME  88° 1178 187  1550° 1672 D074
Ea IBEE gy g B0F+ 12650 &'+ 12185 AAY 105 1988 401" 1472
40.0° 728° UMME  @1° 1MTNE 26T 1437 1625 083 11818
Thomasville -
WIBEL g7 40 BEF 120M1813 -1° 2185 5AY 07 1902 5047 118025
43.1° 765 UME 147 11EME  *0TE QE1" 1978  0.36" 1/27-28M8
Troy 61908 4g 7o B3 11248 -1° 12185 &A1 008" 1981 5437 1M9038

41.8° 7 UNMME 10" INTME 17F 1048 1979 084 18N8
Tuscaloosa 61948 g o B2 1M0M8 1%+ 12185 5T 12 1088 426 1/2608
34 07 BE.3° UZNIE  53° 1NTME  MEI 1047 1974 080 18N8

Valley Head 11393 375 77+, qoms0 -14%: 122085 6.06° 1707 1081 4000 11540

Statewide Jan. 2017 4038° / 78 2stafions  3.5° Russelbille 224" 16.92° Mobile  2.83" Montgomery

Jan. Nomm  44.19° / B86° Thomasville - 24° Russelille 5527 0.34" Dwthan B.58" Fairhope
M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record

wIhis dafa is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)

Autanga
Baldwin
Barbour
Bibb
Blount
Bullock
Butler

Chambers
Cherokee

Dale
Dallas
DeEalb
Elmiore
Escambia
Etowah
Fayette
Franklin
Geneva
Greense
Hale

Henry

Total Precip.

# Stations

461
354

2

[t
Laa

na.

164
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na.

na.
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na.

na.
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na.

na.

125

201
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na.

na.

150
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416

153

4 87
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na.
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na.
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na.

na.

na.
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Tanuary 2018
Total Precip. | # Stations

Houston 0.58 3
Jackson 1.76 5
Jefferson 1.62 14
Lamar 143 1
Lauderdale 1.55 8
Lawrence 1.69 3
Lee 247 2
Limestone 1.81 7
Lowndes n.a. 0
Macon na. 0
Madison 146 20
Marengo na. 0
Marion 1.55 1
Marshall 1.26 10
Mobile 369 15
Monroe 204 2
Montgomery 2382 4
Morgan 178 5
Perry . 0
Pickens n.a. 0
Pike na. 0
Randolph 354 2
Fussell 1.57 2

St. Clair 1.56 5
Shelby 232 17
Sumter na. 0
Talladega 219 -
Tallapoosa 324 1
Tuscaloosa 192 5
Walker na. 0
Washington 1.67 1
Wilcox 392 2
Winston 1.56 2

Normal
January
Precipitation®
Alperta................4.584°
Alesx City ... 569
Andalusia.......... 517
Ashland.... ... 248"
Bay Minette........... 5.43"

Bessemer ............. o.M
Billingzley................ 4.98°
Centreville WSMO .. 5.63°
Chatom............... L45"
Claiborme LED ... 5.45°
Claytan ... 491"
Cauphin lsl. ... 5.66°
Elba e 5.08°
Eufaula Wi ... a.207
Evergresn............. 5.557
Fayette.....cccoceeee BT
GenevalZ. ... 6473
Gresmille ... 4.0
Halewwille ... a7y
Harnilion 35 ... Lar
Heflin ..o 52.31°
Hurtsboro............... 485
Jasper art
Lafayette........... 5w
Livingston ......e....... 47
Melwin ... 5.25°
Milstead................ 4857
Moulton............... a2.0F
Oneonta............... Lag
Pemyville.............. S.007
Plartersville ............ 5.26"
Fock Mills ... o35
Fockford ... L54
Sylacauga............... a.14"
Union Springs.........4.77
Uniontown............... 405
Vemaon......coceeee.e.... 2,957
Warmior LED ... o34
Wetumpka ... 487
"Souiheast Regional Climate Center
W SRS GO
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New Local Climate Records'

January 2018
Minimum Low Temperature, Daily

Mew Previous  Previcus  Perod of
Rcoed Coldast Fepord  Recoed

Doy
01 Janwary 2018 03 Janwary 2018
DALIPHIM ISLAND Mo. 2 ... 27 2004-04-H 30 42 FT BENMING LAWSON FLD.._ 47  2040-01-05 19 ]
FAIRHOPE 2 NE..ooooooo 20 2004-04-H 22 100 SYLACAUGA4NE . 9 19990105 10 63
02 Janwary 2018 0 Janwary 2018
ALEXANDER CITY oo 14 1977-0402 15 48 SYLACAUGA4NE . 9  1999-01-06 10 63
ATMORE oo 19 2004-0402 20 78 17 January 2018
BAMKHEAD LOCK & DAM...._12 1977-0102 14 B ATMORE oo 13 1997-04-17 20 78
BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT ... 11 1979-04-02 14 B8 BESSEMER 3WSW ... 9 {997-D1-17 12 a9
CHATOM oo 16 2004-0402 17 B8 FAIRHOPE 2 NE oo 14 1977-04-17 16 100
DALPHIM ISLAND Mo. 2 ... 26 2004-0402 27 42 JACKSOMN oo 14 1965-04-17 16 34
FT BENMING LAWSON FLD._ 16 1964-01-02 19 3] 18 January 2018
GAINESVILLE LOCK oo 14 1977-0402 15 B0 CHATOM oo 13 1957-04-18 15 &8
HALEYWILLE ..o, 7 200-0402 10 115 EVERGREEM oo 14 1997-04-18 17 126
HUMNTSVILLE INTLAIRPORT .8  1979-01-02 13 59 FT BENMING LAWSON FLD.._ 13  1957-01-18 19 ]
JACKSOM oo 17 2004-0402 183 34 GUNTERSVILLE .. 6 19940118 B 108
MOBILE DOWNTOWN APRT._23  2004-0102 24 (1 JACKSOM o 12 2003-04-18 19 3
MOBILE REG'LAIRPORT....._ 18 2004-0402 M 70 MOBILE D'TOWN AIRPORT .20  1997.01-18 24 &9
MOULTON 2o 7 200-0402 10 B 19 January 2018
MUSCLE SHOALS AIRPORT .8 2004-0102 12 7 ATMORE oo 16 1994-01-13 20 78
SAMD MT SUBSTATION...__. 8 20M-0402 0 B2 FT BENMING LAWSON FLD._._ 13  1957-01-19 19 &9
SYLACALGA4NE . 6 19840102 7 61 JACKSON oo 12 20030113 19 34
TUSCALOOSAAIRPORT 15 2001-0102 16 70 MOBILE D'TOWN AIRPORT .24  1997-01-19 26 &
03 January 2018 SYLACAUGA4NE .. 7 1997-Di-19 B &3
BELLEMIMA ..o, 6 2008-0103 10 B2 20 January 2018
SAMD MT SUBSTATION...__. 9 1979-0403 10 68 FT BENMING LAWSON FLD.._17  2046-D1-20 20 &
SYLACALGA4NE . 6 2001-0403 10 Bl
04 Janwary 2018
BELLEMIMA ..o, 6 2008-0104 © B2
GAINESVILLE LOCK ... 12 20010104 14 B0
Deepest Snow Depth, Daily Maximum High Temperature, Daily
H’;';, P"T;"“ m" P;:;d"f New  Pomios  Previous Pesiodof
Resord Hirtizt Fegord Rezord
1T Janwary 2018 Day
LAY TN el 098 T 12 January 2018
MOBILE REG'L AIRPORT......0.12 70 BAMKLEAD LOCK & DAM 75°  2005.04-17  73° 1
MOULTON 2 oo 0.98 B1
MUSCLE SHOALS AIRPORT 1.18 1982-01-47 088 77
OPELIKA oo 201 B4 Deepest January Snow Depth
SELMA e 0.93 8 Mew ° Poewious  Previcus Pesindof
SYLACAUGA&MNE .. 21 63 Record Yeer Record  Recerd
ETMORE 098 0 OPELIKA ..o 201" 2000-01-1 O 61

! ncde.noaa.gov/cdo-webidatatools/records
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New Local Climate Records®

January 2018
Snowfall, Daily Deepest one-day January snowfall
[Pesiod of Mew Presioes  Previous e Previcu=  Previous Permd of
Record Riecond Record Fear Record  WieliestDay  Record  Recond
18 January 2018 17 January 2018
RUSSELLVILLE NUMBER Z._038 20450116 0 B4 WEST POINT, GA 289 1677-M 201 68
MOBILE REG'L AIRPORT.._.__.0 70
A7 January 2018
ATMORE oo 020 70
BELLEMINA ... 03 19970117 0 B
HAMILTON 35 ... 402 2008117 0 56 TR :
MOULTON 2 . 051 1984-01-17 0 61 Preclpltatlnn, Dally
RUSSELLVILLE NUMBER Z._.0.94 B4 New  Previeus  Previeus Period of
WESTPOINT, GA.__._._._._._. 299 18460117 0 BB Rezcand Tear Fiecord  Flecond
MOBILE REG'LAIRPORT__._ 0.2 1857-01-17 0 70 08 January 2018
COFFEEVILLE LOCK & DAM 087 1988-M-08 090 35
08 January 2018
DAUPHIN ISLAND No. 2 193 20040108 106 42
12 January 2018
CHATOM 242 19980112 172 64
22 January 2018
MONTGOMERY ARFORT 283 19980122 114 70
28 January 2014
BILLINGSLEY 243 1952128 180 79
28 January 20148
ALEXAMDER CITY 247 20050128 113 48
JORDAMN DAM 144 2005428 082 B
LAY DAM 072 2005M-28 071 B
MITCHELL DAM 180 200529 120 @
OPELIKA 130 2005-M-28 074 6
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Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry

UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport



