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After a rather dramatic December, January turned out to be ... well,
just another January. Our sample of stations around the state says
January was a bit cooler than normal (on average) and somewhat
drier than normal. But January, at least, was generally short on
drama.

It is worth noting that both December and January were months
under the influence of the ongoing El Nino Pacific Ocean warming
event. While there are some weather patterns related to El Nino,
they are more general trends than specific forecasts. Which is why
two El Nino-influenced months back-to-back can be so very differ-
ent.

Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist
On an unrelated topic, a conversation overheard this week here at
UAH reminded me how important our CoCoRAHS volunteers are to our weather enterprise. One of
our students was talking to a faculty member about an experimental rain gauge set out in front of
the storms that went through earlier this week.

The gauge, it seems, measured what seemed like not enough rain that night. The official rain gauges
at the airport and at UAH weren't close enough to compare to the experimental gauge. A CoCoRAHS
volunteer station, however, was apparently close at hand, and the data from that gauge was trusted
... and it showed there had been significantly more rain in that immediate area than was recorded
by the experimental rain gauge.

So, back to the drawing board and another chance to get it right.

The important thing, however, is that the dense network of rain gauges here in Madison County
had a very real impact on the work we do. Which is the long way around to say we appreciate the
volunteers who are devoted to collecting and reporting accurate rain data around the state. And we
could use more.

Raw numbers show that between January 2015 and January 2016 we lost about 20 CoCoRAHS vol-
unteers statewide. There are 21 counties in which we have no CoCoRAHS gauges, and another 13
where there is only one. That's more than half of the state.

It isn't an expensive thing to do. The official CoOCoRAHS rain gauge costs only $25. There is a link on
the state climatologist website that includes information on ordering the gauge and what is needed
to report the data. More data, especially accurate reliable data, is always better.

- John Christy
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for February 5, 2016
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Jamuary D016

Smation  Jam. Mean Jan. Hi Tenap: Jan. Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest Jan. Heaviest Day
Bepan  Jan. Norm Feecord Fi Fecord Low Nonmal Prec.  Dinest Jan Fecord Day
) 423 70° 1316 18°  1M9M6 318 12600 1872 081 11518
Anniston 21803 4a g B0°+ 12560 -5°  UMBS 534 05 1986 507 1M72
45.1 71°  1U3MA6  21* U4M6 28T 12000 1936 146" 112218
Aubumn 11893 g4 B4 12020024 -1° 1211362 526 40 1927 527 1/28M2
Birmi 425 72° 1316 18° 11916 328 050" 1006 080" 121718
Imingham 11930 45 g 81° 11048 -6° UMIBS 545 100" 1981 471" 112698
46.1 726° 113116 2M40° 1UM4M6 366 1255 1901 185 112118
Brewton 41877 455 85° 11240 3  UMIBS 610 146" 1981 645 12578
c 435 72° 1BIM6  22*  1M9M6 307 12500 1847 07T 112618
Alera 91800 4o g 78°  1PWST  -2* 12463 5.06° A O1927  ATT 112420
420 715 113116 215 119116 306 1348 1972 127 112118
Clanton 21893 455 B4* 11240 4 UMIBS 508 115" 10868 464" 1/10/38
30.0 BB.3° 131116 158° 11116 417 M 208 121118

Courtland M M M M M M
380 BB.8° 131116 158° 11116 305 M 100" 1121118

Cullman 787 M M M M M M
38.1 B0° 13116  15°  1M9M6 3610 1208 1840 1480 112118
Decatur 21820 455 70°01M5M1807 -5 0112118 5047 100" 1958 462 01/D6/50
47.6 71° 1316 M*  U4M6 4200 1688 1936 12F 11518
Dothan 21802 g5 5 83" 121140 10° 1272483 427 a4 1927 64T 118738
) 47.0 728° 113116 235 1UM4M6 328 1633 1908 154 112118
Fairhope 1917 g5 82°  1UME2 5% 12HES  BA1" A7 1980 Q58 12578
38.1 BB.9° 131116  153° 11916  3.68° o01" 1906 103 112218
Gadsden 71893 404 7B°  1PWTS 6%+ VMBS 585 148" 1981 405 1/16/54
. 420 738° 13116 218° 1116 367 10807 1908 177 112118
Gainesville Lock 61948 4q 4 B1° 1/MNB2 -2+ 12HBS 567 130" 1981 3407 1120083
435 726° 13116 215 119116 318 11800 1972 126" 112618
Greensboro 2180 405 83"  1MW37T  -2*  UMIBS  BAT 131" 1086 558 11887
) - 454 70.8° 1131116 238° 1UMM6 547 10400 1978 205 112118
Highland Home 31802 4. g B4® 1/12148 3"+ 12MBS 545 07 1981 40F 112578
. 402 B0° 1316  16°  1M9M6 357 1087 1882 147 112118
Huntsville 11958 a4 7751302002 -11° 130066 4.000 132" 1086 487 1/382
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Jamuary 2016
Stattom  Jan. Mean Jan_ Hi Temp Ian. Lo Temp  Total Precip. Wetiest Jan. Heaviest Day
Began Jan. Morm Fecard Hr Eeeord La MNormal Prec.  Diniest Jan. Fescard Diay
Mohil 4581 T4 131ME 250 124118 6.2a" 1862 1808 2507 12104
1900 501 B4® 11148 E 1121185 575 127 1881 618" 17708
483 TH 13Me 4 MaMg 525" 10016" 1880 158" 112116
Montgomery 61948 456 g3 g4 00 12185 504" 117 1988 4.6 1/ZVE5

Muscle S i 402 70 U316 16 UNME 385 1TT 1974 189 121N
uscle Shoals 121840 459 B0* 1M0ME  -11° 12185 407 60" 1986 4417 13151
R 8.6 B7.8° U316 124° 1M1M6 381" 1248 1998 196 12116
ussellville 81953 499 T U2ST2  -24%:  U31EE 544 o7 1986 3207 11192001
377 70.1° U316 142° 1NMGM6 369 10ET 1996 104 1ZNME6
Scottsboro 101891 45, 81° 11148 -10° 126M0 601 B4 1086 41T 1127

434 T25° 1/3116 188 1M4Ma 300" 1224 1872 082 /M6
Selma 11885

470 B3+ 13ANSD 0° 12185 564 107" 1986 420 10632
Talladesa 2 41.1 B6.3° U316 1688 1MGM6 307 1550 1972 079 12N
Fd 118 4 B0%+ 12650 &'+ 12185 AAY 105 1988 401" 1472

— 4473 T25° 13116 222 152418 38T 1437 1825 1.2 /MM
Thomasville

474 BE® 1N1913  1° 12185 54T FE 1902 504 1116025
45.1 704° 13116 231° 1NM6 4ZF 9E1" 1978 153 12118
Troy ensee 45 B3 11248  -1° 12185 &A1 0B 1981 543" 119038

428 74 UG 21° 1NGM6 414 1048 1978 177 126
Tuscaloosa 61948 4o B2 1M0ME 1% 12185 5T 12 1088 426 1/2608
87 BE4° U316 11.3° 1MGM6 283" 1047 1974 089 1TNME6

Valley Head 11893 575 77+, 1om50 -14%: 12285 6.06° 1707 1081 40 11540

Statewide Jan. 2015 4288° [ 75°Monigomery 11.3° Valley Head — 3.78° 16.92° Mobile 2507 Mobile

Jan. Nom  44.19° / B86° Thomasville - 24° Russelille 5527 0.34" Dwwthan B.58" Fairhope
M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record

wThis data is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction

* This record differs from long-t2m data in the ADSC dimate dakEbase:
hitpr-/inssic. wuah edwaldimate'dimate/daly_cimate_and_normals php
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New Local Climate Records'

Precipitation, Daily

10 January 2018
ALICEVILLE LAND D
CALERA

14 January 2018
TALLAPOOSA WTR PLT
15 January 2018
ATMORE

BAY MINETTE
ENTERPRISE 2 W
GENEVA NUMBER 2
PINE APPLE

MOBILE DTOWN AIRPRT
MOBILE REGL AIRPORT
MONTGOMERY AIRPORT
18 January 2018
MILLERS FERRY L&D

27 January 2018
JORDAN DAM

MITCHELL DAM

Rimcoed

1.13
2100

187

127
1.50
0499
1.13
136
13
180
148

072

04
087

January 2016

Prevines Previoes  Period of

Minimum Low Temperature, Daily

Mew Previoes  Previoes  Pernd of
Vear Recod  Record Recod Ve  Recod  Recond
04 January 2018
988-0140 087 38 HAMILTON 35 0 20040104 & 54
19200110 171 115 23 Jamuary 2016
GADSDEM ..o 4 20030123 7 53
19820114 09 38
1998-0115 102 76
1998-01-15 148 102
19710115 048 50
1987-0115 050 40
1989-0115 094 48
19550115 0838 67
1998-0115 137 68

1958-01-15 1M BE
19970118 067 35

1943-04-27 09 fi)
1967-01-27 083 79

1 hitp/fwf ncde_noaa.goviextremes/records/
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)

Autanga
Baldwin
Barbour
Bibb
Blount
Bullock
Butler

Chambers
Cherokees

Escambia
Etowah
Fayette

Franklin
Geneva
Greene
Hale

Henry

# Statioms

649
338

=]
3

na.

248
86

na.

na
i7s

na.

494

269

450

687

na.

na.

708

jg4

na.

693

na.

.

425

736

341

e

713

394

448

ieg

na.

na.

na.

na.

na.
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TJamuary 3015
Aove., Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 393 2
Jackson 395 7
Jefferson 351 15
Lamar na. 0
Landerdale 3.65 10
Lawrtence 8.68
Lee 6.61
Limestone 4729 10
Lowndes na.
Macon na.
Madison 362 45
Marengo na. 0
Marion 4387 1
Marshall 350 11
Mobile 7.16 14
Monroe 7.21 2
Montgomery 6.81 3
Morgan 335 6
Peiry na. 0
Pickens 458 1
Pike mna. 0
FRandolph 547 2
Fussell 6.68 2
St. Clair 391 5
Shelby 2.86 19
Sumter mna. 0
Talladega 396 4
Tallapoosa 443 -
Tuscaloosa 3.87 .
Walker 456 1
Washington 453 1
Wilcox 609 2
Winston 3.85 2

Normal
January
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 530"
Alberta ... 484"
Alex City .............. 560"
Aliceville ... 530"
Andalesia ... 517"
Aghland ............ o.48"
Athems ... 6.06"
Bay Minette ... S43
Bessemer ... o.M
Billimgsley ........... 4.49g°
Cenfreville WSMO 563"
Chalom ... 5.45°
Claibome L&D ... 545"
Clayton ................4.91"
Cauphin lsl. ........... 5.66"
[ R o.08°
EufaulaWik ... 5.20°
Evergre=n ...0.55"
Fayette ... L75"
Gensval? ... 6.43°
Greemwille _......... 4 ag-
Haleyville ... o798
Hamilion 35 ... 5.31°
Heflin ..o 5317
Hurtsboro ... 4 85"
JaESpEr e 21"
Lafayetie ... 518"
Livingston ... 477
Melwin ... 525"
Milgtead .............. 485"
Moulton ... L2073
Permyville ... o.007
Planterswille ......... 526"
Fock Mills .......... 538"
Fockford ... a2.04"
Sylacauga .......... 0. 14"
Union Springs ... 477"
Unicrtown ... 4 ag"
Vemaon ... 2.95"
Warrior L&D ... 534"
Wetumpka ... 4 87

"Eoutheast Regloral Simate Cenber

ST S ETC D0
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Alabama Climate Report

"r %1 Climate Extremes
| oldest Wettest - Driest

Statewide Average Temperature 3 Statewide Average Precipitation
I http://lwww.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html b http://www.sercc;c'(_;)mlclin1a@nf<ﬁ>/nmnthly_seasongl.htlﬁl -

Record begins in 1895 . Record begins in 1895
January January

Hottest 1. 1950 58.9° Wettest 1. 1936 11.49”

2 1937 57.0° 2. 1925 10.08"

3 1974  55.0° 3. 1947  9.97”

4. 1907 53.6° 4, 1937  9.10”

5. 1949 52.7° 5. 1972 8.52"

6 1952 52.4° 6. 1990 8.44"

7 1932 51.9° 7. 1946 8.37"

8. 1916 51.8° 8. 1974  8.20"

9. 1933 51.4° 9. 1998 8.14"

10. 1913 51.2° 10. 1926 7.96"

11. 2006  51.1° 11. 1999 7.94"

12. 1923 50.9° 12. 1979 7.68"

AVG 45.0° AVG 5.06”

47. 2015 43.5° 52. 2015 4.35”

12. 1961 39.2° 12. 1935 2.76"

11. 1963 39.1° 11. 1941 2.72"

10. 1905 38.6° 10. 2014 2.70”

9. 1948 38.5° 9. 1956 2.68"

8 1970  38.0° 8. 2003 2.33”

7 1979 37.8° 7. 1907 2.21"

6. 1918 37.4° 6. 1914  2.14"

5. 2014  37.3° 5. 1986 2.13”

4 1985 37.2° 4, 1909 2.05”

3 1978 35.6° 3. 1928 1.52”

2 1977  33.3° 2. 1981 1.33”

Coldest 1. 1940 32.1° Driest 1. 1927 1.277

Office of Alabama Climatologist Office of Alabama Climatologist
The University of Alabama in Huntsville The University of Alabama in Huntsville
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Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry

UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618

Bob Clymer

Assistant State Climatologist

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
bob.clymer@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7771
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