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This is a big month for anniversaries. To begin, February will be the 120th
anniversary of the coldest February in Alabama’s 121-year weather record.

Apparently driven in large part by a mid-month winter storm system, the
average temperature for February 1895 was a chilly 37.4° F, which is almost
ten degrees colder than the normal average temperature of 47.2°.

It was quite a storm. It dropped snow flakes on Tampico, Mexico, the fur-
thest south for coastal snow on record in the Western hemisphere. Hous-
ton got 20 inches of snow. The 24 inches of snow that fell on Rayne, Louisi-
ana — 50 miles inland from the Gulf of Mexico — is still a state record after
120 years. New Orleans registered 8.2 inches, and Biloxi 6.2 inches, while
Dr. Juhn Christy, Alsbama State Climatologise — Pensacola got 3 inches.

The Monthly Weather Review, which in 1895 was published by the U.S. Army Signal Corps (since this was pre-
National Weather Service), had this report from the “Alabama weather service”: “The month was remarkable for
the extreme cold periods, especially during the first week. The temperature at many stations was several degrees
lower than ever recorded at that season. The average monthly temperature for the whole State was 12° below
the normal. The snowfall was also heavier than ever known in this section during this month, the monthly fall
averaging from a few inches in the southern portions to a foot deep in northern portions, where it was sufficient,
on the 14th and 15th, to impede railroad traffic”

On Thursday, Feb. 14, 1895, the Blount County News and Dispatch reported: “For the past week we have had the
most extraordinary cold weather ever known in Murphree’s Valley. On Thursday, the 7th, it snowed. Friday the
thermometer marked 2 degrees below zero. It was bitterly cold all day, but on Saturday morning it moderated.
Sunday afternoon it thawed in the afternoon occasional flakes of snow fell; after dark it began to sleet, which
continued till after midnight, when it turned to snow. Monday the whole earth is clothed in a white mantle, the
sky is heavy and lowering with not the smallest prospect of better weather approaching.”

Of course, there were light moments. One week later, under the marriages column, the News and Dispatch said,
“Near Brooksville, Ala., by the Rev. Mr. Sims, a few days ago, Mr. Ransom Mardis to Miss Mary Brown. The bridal
party encountered a fierce snow storm on their way to the groom’s residence, and had a gay and festive time
snowballing”

At the end of January, we should note that this past month was the 75th anniversary of the coldest month in the
state’s 121-year climate record, January 1940, when the average temperature statewide was a chilly 32.1°. The
past month was also the 65th anniversary of the warmest January on record, with a statewide average tempera-
ture of 58.9° — almost 27 degrees warmer than the cold record set 10 years earlier!

Those kinds of wild temperature swings are more likely during the winter months than in the summer, when the



state climate tends to wobble between hot and just a bit hotter.

And, by way of noting that it is never too early to prepare for severe weather, we also note that Feb. 12 will
be the 60th anniversary of a tornado that hit north of Montgomery, killing 26 people and leaving another
293 injured.

It is a grim reminder that there really is no month of the year when Alabama is completely safe from vio-
lent weather, so make your preparations and plans now. Stay weather alert.

- John Christy

U.S. Drought Monitor
Alabama
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Jam. 2014
. Station  Jan. Mean Jan. Hi Temp Jam. Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest Jan_ Heaviest Day
Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index Begam Jam Momm  RecordHi Brcomilow  HommmalPom, Dt T Record Day
for FEbTUE.IT 4, 2015 . 422° 70" WA1S  10°  UBMS 5500 1288 1972 3220 1734015
ANNISION 201903 4o g 80"+ 12550 -5°  1/21/85 534" 085 1988 507 1472
& 438 B8° 1MM5 05 11815 2897 12000 1938 112 1415
nbum 11883 4p 84 1220024 -1° 121362 508" D40 1927 523" 12002

e 42 0 88"  1nans B® 11815 4.39° b.50° 1008 2287 113415
Birmingham 1/1830

42.8° 81° 11040 -8° 12185 545 1000 1981 4710 126006
4T 4° T4ETUAME 180 185 408" 1255 1881 183 123015
Brewton 1577 45 85° 11240 3* 124085 610 146~ 1081 645 172578
& 44.3° B8° 1MGM5 1° 1815 4827 12500 1047 1707 135
alera 1500 4o g 78° 120057 2° 12483 508 074" 1027 477 1724120
430° B7.6° U35 10.8° 1815 447 1348 1972 137 1415
Clanton 21893 45 g 84° 11240 4 12485 508 145" 1088 484" 110036
/I BB.1° 118115  B.1° 1815 404" M 150 1315

Courtland M M M M M M
30.1° B4® 11815 §8° 1815 385 M 180° 1315

Cuollman isa7 M M M M M M
3n.1° B8° 1MGM5 B 1815 384" 1208 1040 1707 1734015
Decatur 211880 4550 70° MNSN90T -6° 01M2M8 504" 1000 1958  4.82° 010850
40.0° 75°  1AM5  18° 185 205 1A.88° 1938 102" U22-2an5

Dwothan 202

0.7 33 121148 100 12724783 427 034~ 1927 642" 1M18/36

pisi 487" 75.0° UAM5  17.9° 1815 381" 1633 1008 185 12315
arhope 1917 g 82° 1252 5% 12985 B D87 1080 058" 172578

Eli 88" 11815 ©° 1815 385 001" 1996 124" 17315
Gadsden 71893 45 76° 12075 8% 12485 585 148" 1081 405 1H8/54
. 432° 725129015 15 1815 648" 10807 1998 399" 115
Gainesville Lock 61848 4 5 81° 12082 2% 1/2N85 587 1300 1081 3400 12063
438 723° 12815 102 1815 403" 11600 1972 185 1315
457° 83° 137 -2° 12185 617 131" 1988 558" 1M8IET

it . 46.7° 70771315 13T UBMS 353 1049 1978 1800 125
ghland Home 31892 ¢ g 84" 112040 -3°% 11285 548" 0Er 1981 40 12578
MP B7° 1W18M5 7°  UBMS 387" 108 1882 175 12415

Hontsville 11958 g0 g 771302002 -11° 13066 4.007 137 19088 483" 1382

<20 -15 -10 085 00 05 10 15 20

Jan.#/Feb. 2015 Alabama Climate Beport * Office of the Alabama Climatologise * hitp://nsste.nah eduofaose/
The University of Alabama in Hantsville



Mobile

Montgomery

Station
Bepan

1948

Muscle Shoals 120940

Russellville

1953

Scottshoro 1z

Selma

Talladega

Tuscaloosa

Valley Head

Statewide Jan.

171885

X1BEE

& 1908

1948

171883

2015

Jan. Momm

Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Jan. hean
Jan. Momm

48.5°
50010

487"
48.6°

40.2°
R

30"

388"

3.0

44.5°
47.0°

41.1°
41.0°

447"
474"

487"
487"

43.8°
452"

3r.a"
E T

43.8°
44 4°

Jan_Hi Temp
Eecard F

TE*  1N2NME
E4® 1M1MB

T 13Ns
X 1MmM4e

Br 1185
ED® 1M0MB

65.8° 11815
TE® 172572

M
BT 1MiMB

T® 12915
B2+ 173E0

B7.8° 17215
ED®+ 1725/50

T2.1° 172915
BE® 152011813

T 135
X 1n24B

T2 12915
B2 1n04e

B2.8° 11815
Tre+ 1726960

TE® Mobile

BE* Thomasville

Jam. 2014

Ian. Low Temp  Todal Precip.  TWetiest Jan.

FRecord Lo

1
32

14°
o

8
-11°

5‘!
-24%+

11°
-1+

b5
-14%+

18Ms
121185

18Ms
1121185

1aMs
121185

18Ms
13188

M
126040

18Ms
1121185

1aMs
121185

18Ms
1121185

18Ms
121185

18Ms
1121185

1aMs
122185

5° Russefille
-24% Russelhille

Mommal Pres. Dirizst JTan_

388
575

28r
5047

417
487

517

544"

6.01°

3.8
581"

281
612

425
513

3zxr
a1

B.A7
5.

33g
608"

4.08"
2507

Heaviest Day
Fecard Dray
1862 1908 218 1222315
123 1881 618 157708
10016 1800 1437 1222-23M5
11 1088 418 112485
NIF 1874 158 111218
060 1084 4417 113151
1245 1808 2337 1/3NM5
0B 1884  3.300° 11182001
1082° 1904 M
0B4” 1088 412 1121037
1224 1872 1.3 1MM5
107 1888 4.4 1822
158.500 1872 102 1/2Ns
105 1884 4017 14572
1437 1825 1517 1MME
0rer 1802 5047 11825
981" 1978 2.2 1S
08" 1081 543" 119038
10187 18978 284 1/3-4M5
12 1888 4.0 1/28/08
1042 1874 L = B
170" 1881 4000 1540
16.92° Mobile 3907 G'ville Lck.
0.34" Dothan  8.58° Fairhope
M: Daia is missing or nof avaiahie
"Mew Recond

#This data is missing this month due to an mstrement maffunclion

* This recond differs from long-t2m data in the ADSC dimate database:
hittpfimssic. uah e dulalclimate’dimateldaly_cimate_amed_normals php

Jam./Feb. 2015 Alabama Climate Eepore * Office of the Alabama Climacologist * hetp://nssee. nah edufaoses

The University of Alabama in Hunesville

Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
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