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This is a big month for anniversaries. To begin, February will be the 120th 
anniversary of the coldest February in Alabama’s 121-year weather record.

Apparently driven in large part by a mid-month winter storm system, the 
average temperature for February 1895 was a chilly 37.4° F, which is almost 
ten degrees colder than the normal average temperature of 47.2°.

It was quite a storm. It dropped snow flakes on Tampico, Mexico, the fur-
thest south for coastal snow on record in the Western hemisphere. Hous-
ton got 20 inches of snow. The 24 inches of snow that fell on Rayne, Louisi-
ana — 50 miles inland from the Gulf of Mexico — is still a state record after 
120 years. New Orleans registered 8.2 inches, and Biloxi 6.2 inches, while 
Pensacola got 3 inches.

The Monthly Weather Review, which in 1895 was published by the U.S. Army Signal Corps (since this was pre-
National Weather Service), had this report from the “Alabama weather service”: “The month was remarkable for 
the extreme cold periods, especially during the first week. The temperature at many stations was several degrees 
lower than ever recorded at that season. The average monthly temperature for the whole State was 12° below 
the normal. The snowfall was also heavier than ever known in this section during this month, the monthly fall 
averaging from a few inches in the southern portions to a foot deep in northern portions, where it was sufficient, 
on the 14th and 15th, to impede railroad traffic.”

On Thursday, Feb. 14, 1895, the Blount County News and Dispatch reported: “For the past week we have had the 
most extraordinary cold weather ever known in Murphree’s Valley. On Thursday, the 7th, it snowed. Friday the 
thermometer marked 2 degrees below zero. It was bitterly cold all day, but on Saturday morning it moderated. 
Sunday afternoon it thawed in the afternoon occasional flakes of snow fell; after dark it began to sleet, which 
continued till after midnight, when it turned to snow. Monday the whole earth is clothed in a white mantle, the 
sky is heavy and lowering with not the smallest prospect of better weather approaching.”

Of course, there were light moments. One week later, under the marriages column, the News and Dispatch said, 
“Near Brooksville, Ala., by the Rev. Mr. Sims, a few days ago, Mr. Ransom Mardis to Miss Mary Brown. The bridal 
party encountered a fierce snow storm on their way to the groom’s residence, and had a gay and festive time 
snowballing.”

At the end of January, we should note that this past month was the 75th anniversary of the coldest month in the 
state’s 121-year climate record, January 1940, when the average temperature statewide was a chilly 32.1°. The 
past month was also the 65th anniversary of the warmest January on record, with a statewide average tempera-
ture of 58.9° — almost 27 degrees warmer than the cold record set 10 years earlier!

Those kinds of wild temperature swings are more likely during the winter months than in the summer, when the 



state climate tends to wobble between hot and just a bit hotter.

And, by way of noting that it is never too early to prepare for severe weather, we also note that Feb. 12 will 
be the 60th anniversary of a tornado that hit north of Montgomery, killing 26 people and leaving another 
293 injured.

It is a grim reminder that there really is no month of the year when Alabama is completely safe from vio-
lent weather, so make your preparations and plans now. Stay weather alert.
 
- John Christy
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Record begins in  1895

  1. 1921 65.7°
  2. 1927 65.6°
  3. 1911 65.3°
  4. 1922 65.2°
  5. 1933 65.1°
   1998 65.1°
  7. 1925 65.0°
  8. 1990 64.9°
   2012 64.9°
10. 1938 64.5°
11. 2007 64.4°
12. 1896 64.3°

 AVG 63.1°

24. 2014 62.2°

 1963 61.7°
11. 1966 61.7°
10. 1895 61.6°
  9. 1960 61.5°
   1901 61.4°
   1969 61.4°
  6. 1979 61.4°
   1940 61.2°
   1958 61.2°
  3. 1983 61.2°
  2. 1968 61.0°
  1. 1976 60.7°
 

Year-to-date
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through 
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Statewide Average Precipitation
http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html

Record begins in 1895

Year to Date
  1. 1929 75.08”
  2. 1975 74.77”
  3. 2009 73.78”
  4. 1983 70.36”
  5. 1961 69.83”
  6. 1979 67.92”
  7. 1948 67.64”
  8. 1973 67.17”
  9. 1912 66.56”
10. 1964 66.50”
11. 1919 65.97”
12. 1900 65.85”

56. 2014 55.95”

 AVG 55.10”

 1941 46.19”
12. 1910 46.19”
11. 1896 46.16”
 1981 45.80”
  9. 1930 45.80”
  8. 1921 45.44”
  7. 1914 45.33”
  6. 1968 45.22”
  5. 1931 43.84”
  4. 2000 42.50”
  3. 1904 40.60”
  2. 2007 37.87”
  1. 1954 35.39”

Wettest

Driest

January
through
Dec. 
2014
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