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The Alabama Climate Report

Brought to you by the Office of the Alabama Climatologist

Volume 8, Number 5, February 2018

What might be the warmest February in Alabama’s climate
record has been followed by several days of lows in the 30s,
strong winds, and a chance of both frost (at least in Alabama'’s
northern tier of counties) and a snowflake or two.

Ah, spring.

Of course, we have had a few March snow storms in the past.
That includes the March 13, 1993, “Storm of the Century.”

But February 2018 won't go into the books because of snow.
Mobile, Montgomery, Birmingham, Huntsville and Muscle
Shoals all recorded their warmest February on record. Our
sample of 25 stations saw mean temps for the month that were
more than ten degrees warmer than normal. The “official” statewide record average for February
(57.7° in February 1927) isn't quite ten degrees warmer than the official average, so that record
might fall when all the tallying is done.

Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

Six stations — Dothan, Mobile’s Downtown Airport, Jackson, Enterprise, the Eufaula Wildlife Ref-
uge and Fort Benning's Lawson Field weather station — all reported their highest “ever” Febru-
ary temperatures. Except for Dothan, where the climate record goes back to 1902, those climate
records are relatively brief, so highest “ever” might not mean as much in those places as in some
others. Dothan saw a high of 85° on Feb. 21, which broke a record of 84° set on Feb. 25, 1944.

This was all probably more noticeable than normal because January was somewhat cooler than
normal, so the sudden shift to warm temperatures would be easier to feel.

The weather pattern that sent us daily temperatures that at times were more than 20 degrees
warmer than normal sent icy cold temps to the northwest. That included a February average that
was 9.5° colder than normal in Bismarck, N.D., 13.5° colder in Williston, N.D., and a brisk 15.7°
colder than normal in Hettinger, N.D. And these guys are already in an ice box in February.

Some folks in Alabama might also have noted that February was a bit ... damp, which is some-
what unusual for a month that is warmer than normal. Muscle Shoals, Russellville and Scottsboro
all reported their wettest February on record. Muscle Shoals and Russellville both got more than
12 inches of rain for the month. Courtland got more than 11", while Scottsboro and Tuscaloosa
both got more than 10" of rain for the month.



And it's a short month.

While most stations seem to have gotten above average rainfall for the month, a handful got
less than they would normally see in February. Auburn, Brewton, Highland Home, Montgom-

ery, Thomasville and Troy were among the stations that saw less rain than their February
norms.

- John Christy
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for March 14, 2018
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Station  Feb. hizan
Bepan Feb. Moom

Anniston 20803

Birmingham 11930

Brewton 41877

Clanton 21883

Courtland

Decatur zisso

Fairthope aas17
Gadsden 71893
Gainesville Lock a1948
Dhater i5 misxing from Feb. 20.28

Greensboro 21890

Highland Home 31892

Huntsville 1isss

Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Febrmaary 2018
Stattom  Feb. Mean Feb. Hi Temp Feb. Low Temp — Todal Precip.  Wettest Feb. Heaviest Day
Bepan Feb. Momm Fecard Hr Eeeord La Mormal Prec.  Dimiest Feb. Fescard Diay
Mohil g5.1" B2 2028Me 3° 21318 .o T8 1883 20 2M0M48
1. B4® 2132 1%+ 25D 5.10r 1087 1883 537 21081
g1.7" a2ne e 21318 sy 8.ET 1882 1427 2rxN8

Montgomery 61948  gp o JINEZ 0P+ MEDE 545 111" 1009 554 2461

BE®
BR®

L Y B0+ 2XME 23 228 =256 1074 181 274" 218
Muscle Shoals 120940 B3°
TE®
Bq_-l-

44 g M2 - ISR 446 E1" 1978 503 212048
R 52 6" WMME 21T IME  M242" 125 1989 245 21018
ussellville 81953 45 g WIDE 12+ 1058 481 0B 1972 875 2MeT
52 .07 B MMME ME° 2ME 081" 96 1990 346 278M8

Scottsboro 101891 49 e 82 2MSE0 &  H1E8 527 F7 1978 410" 21605
587" B24° WHMME  256° 23M8  TAF Qo7 1982 187 2IMB

Selma 11385 gp o 85 22TIEZ @ A1 48T 154" 2000 531" 2082

Talladesa 2 57.0° B14° 222N  204° HANE  TAYT 1437 1020 1687 27M8
Ba MIBEE g4 g B4% 2OBTT P MEEE &A1 1200 1978 451" 22181
50.4° B25° WMME 281° HANE  SAT 1437 1020 107 276MB
Thomasville

WIEEL  4gge BE* 2MNAZ  -5F 2M3M80D 505 127 2000 715 H111897
B81.3° 85* 222ME  27* HANE 448" 1087 1675 1500 218
Troy e1908 gy a0 85%% 2M7I01  10°%+ JBNE 48T g% 2000 S60° 11181

58.8° B 202218 280 21318 10.08° 12700 1883 237 214148

Tuscaloosa 61948 4o e BEF 2MAEZ 5 S 50T 177 1978 5447 112181

54.2° TE3® 2Me 2050 20218 a.66r 1473 1880 21 272EM8

Valley Head 11383 4pge  ppe a2 12 M08 56T F4 1078 730 2600

Statewide Feb. 2017 5815° |/ B5 3 ctafions 205" Valley Head 757 17.81" Auburm 5.24° Dothan
Feb. Norm 47.78° / &7 4 stations - 12°+ Russelvile  5.08° 0.51" M. Shoals  E.817 Fairhope

M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record
wThis data is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network {CoCoRAHS)
Febraary 2018

Total Precip. | # Stations Total Precip. | # Stations Normal
Autanga 307 2 Houston 6.99 3 February
] Precipitation=
Bald 635 24 Jackson 998 P
Wi < Abbeville ... 512"
Barbour nAa. ] Jefferson Bo5 14 Mbeda c DR"
Bibb B.16 1 Lamar D22 1 Alex Ty e 2127
Blnml ?-54 E Lmdah 14-25 E N":E‘ti' e 5.1'E'.
Andalusis ... L.og"
Bullock na 0 Lawrence 718 3 Ashland . 563
Butler na 0 Lee 360 2 Afhems ... 551"
Calhoun 8.94 2 Limestone |  12.37 7 Bay Minette .......... 218"
Bessemer ... 485"
Chambers na 0 Lowndes n.a 0 Bilingsley ...........5.24"
Cherokee nAa ] Macon 409 1 Cenireville WSMO 54727
Chilton 6.72 1 Madison 1038 20 Chatom .................. 5.66"
Choct 276 1 M &5 na o CIEII:H:I:E Laen . :g;
Clarkke | 430 2 Marion |  10.39 1 Dauphinlsl _______ 537"
Clay na. 0 Marshall 850 g Elba oo L9
Clebume na 0 Mobile §.93 14 Eufaula Wl ... 436"
Coffee 720 1 Monroe 4581 2 Fﬂ?ﬂﬂﬂ ___________________ L J5o
Colbert 13.09 5 Montgomery 346 4 GenevalZ oo o232
Conecuh 352 1 Morgan 952 5 Greemille ... 532"
Haleyville ... 536"
Coosa
=il 2 Per &4 0 Hamilton 35 ... 577"
Covington na. 0 Pickens n.a 0 Heflin ... 562"
Crenshaw na 0 Pike ILa 0 Hurtsborg ... 452
Cull 783 4 Randolph 551 3 L;Jfﬂ:la :;E-
Dale | 961 1 Russell | 399 2 Livingston ________ 507"
Dallas 659 1 =t Clair 788 5 Mehin . 5207
DeKalb | 906 5 Shelby B.48 17 Milstead ...o.oooo.. >
Moulton . 471"
Elmoe | 454 6 Sumier na 0 Oneonta ... 527
Escambia 550 2 Talladega BA7Y ) Pempille ... 4 97
Etowah na 0 Tallapoosa 6.51 1 Plartersville ........... 5.34"
Fock Mills .. La4"
Fayette Thscaloosa 1022
e 961 1 3 Rockford .. 5 647
Franklin 189 1 Walker n.a 0 Sylacauga ... 5.15"
Geneva 974 1 Washington 319 1 Union Springs ........ 5,197
Creene na 0 Wilcox 5 68 2 Uniontown ... 4 88"
Verman .o 5400
Henry na 0 Wetumpka ... 530
*Southeast Regional Climate Center
WA SEITE: GO
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New Local Climate Records'

February 2018
- - - BESSEMER 3 WSW 79 1sA0d222 TR A4
Maximum High Temperature, Daily ==>°=M S on gy
New  Presoes  Preioss Pricdof  CLAYTON 82 19760222 B0 &2
Riecard ”;:’* Fecoed  Resed cansSDEN 81 20110222 76 B5
e Chemcuo & man 4
Tﬁﬂf_'fmgﬂ!'mmm B0 1RT0207 T8 B8 o NTERSVILLE B0 199240222 75 108
MOBILE DTOWMAIRPRT 83 10640216 78 6@ NAMILTONGS B+ 112 19 56
MOEBILE REG'LAIRFORT B2 20000246 &1 70 NEADLAND B+ 198022 & 66
17 Fabraary 2018 JACKSON B4 2MTHR22 B2 34
ATMORE 80 8510247 7o 7s  MOULTON2 " w22 T 6
CHATOM 85 tsasooq7 8o es  OPELIKA 79 201140222 T6 B
CAUPHN SLAND Ne 2 73 2000.0247 72 4o  RUSSELLVILLENo2 80 20144222 75 B4
FTEENNING LAWSON FD 80 1956-0247 80 2 68 —-011580RD 82 192222 T8 16
MOBILE TOWN AIRFRT 83 200602417 72 69 SYLACALIGA 4 NE Hoanez 7% 68
MDBILE REG'L AIRFORT B0 19670247 79 70 VERNON 82 iz 19 6
18 February 2018 HUNTSVILLE INTLAIRPT 77 19800222 76 59
CLAYTON 80 20000248 78 o FTEENNING LAWSONFD 84 19620222 B0 69
FTEENNING LAWSON FD 80 19560218 79 6@ PNNISTONMETROAIRPT 82 13800222 75 115
10 February 2018 BIRMINGHAM AIRFORT 81 19800222 79 BB
ATMORE 81 1gss0oqa 8o s MOSIEREGLARPORT 81 20074222 80 70
GADSDEN 6 ismmegoqa 75 g MONTGOMERYARFORT 84 20114222 78 70
GENEVA NLUMBER 2 B2 19820219 B1 42 L”ﬁf:ﬁn:“mm B3 100222 B 70
FTHENNING LANSONFD 82 1930243 80  ga  ALXANDERCITY 80 20050223 76 48
ANNISTON METROAIRFT 78 201140249 76 145  CANKHEADLOCKADAM B0 19800223 78 61
BRMINGHAMAIRPORT 78 20440249 76  8g  CLAYTON 83 20223 78 &2
TUSCALDOSAARPORT T8 20170248 77 7o DAUPHINISLANDNo2 72 201140223 T 42
20 Eebruare 2018 FAIRHOPE 2 NE 83 196240223 B2 100
ruary

ATMORE 83 2M7220 a1 7s  OADSDEN Bl 2120223 78 65
BESSEMER 3 WS o 1gargns0 6 41 GAINESVILLE LOCK ~ ®4 19800223 B2 &0
CLAYTON ‘e ooigoen 78 ep  GENEVANUMBERZ 81 13854223 B0 42
FAIRHOFE 2 NE B2 2170220 @80 o0 DALEYWILLE M- TH 115
GAINESVILLE LOCK B0 20000220 79 60 NCKSON B+ 19960223 B 3
HAMILTON 3 5 79 oM7220 78 56 2 OTELIKA B %0223 &0 6
| ACKSON 83 a0i0o20 8o 3q  SANDMTSUBSTATION 79 18800223 76 68
SCOTTSEORO 78 19860220 76 125  JCOTTSHORO B0 1800223 79 126
FTBEMNING LAWSON FD 82 20440220 79 69 STLACALIGA 4 NE B0 19620223 T8 63
21 Fabruary 2018 VERNON 82 198040223 B0 &
EMCPOLIE LAD 81 ootag091 79 g FTBENNING LAWSONFD 84 20174223 79 69
EVERGREEN B2 270221 B 126 ;ﬂf:fmgm”“m moann w6

GAINESVILLE LOCK B0 19800221 79 60
GUNTERSVILLE 77 tsar0224 76 1oa  ATMORE B4+ 19422 B0 TR
HAMILTOM 3 5 B2 2M7-0221  BM 56 CLAYTON B3 1mse02-% R 62
MOULTON 2 8 ooqrgnet 15 B4 DAUFHIN ISLAND Mo 2 74 270224 72 42
RUSSELLVILLE No2 B0 19850221 7B 64 FAIRHOPE 2 NE 82 022 M 100
SELMA &7 10221 @1 iy  SANDMTSUBSTATION 79 19960224 76 6B
22 Fabruary 2018 SCOTTSSOR0 82 19a0d0224 B0 126
ALEXANDER CITY 79 20110222 76 48 STLACAUGAGNE 81 anzdzz4 TR B3
ATMORE 81 1a4a0297 g 7 MOBILEREGLAIRPORT 81 19960224 79 7O
BAMMHEAD LOCK & DAM 81 19810222 77 g MONTGOMERYAIRFORT 84 2pirLe-24 - 83 70

BAY MINETTE B0 19270222 79 103 Confinued on page 8
BELLE MINA 79 20050222 75 6B

' nede noaa. govicdo-webf/datatools/records
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New Local Climate Records'
February 2018

Precipitation, Daily
Mew Previpes Previoes Pesind of
Recosd Year Record  Record

04 February 2048

ALICEVILLE LAND D 285 H0g-024 150 38
BESSEMER 3 WSW 202 MA0-02ad 152 M
BILLIMGSLEY 1% 210204 13 1
CAHABA PLIMP HOUSE 220 {98504 10 3@
CALERA 237 e 2:3 Ny
HOLT LOCKE AND DAM 241 1980244 1945 I
ROCK MILLS 202 19s8-02404 182 8D
SYLACAUGA4 NE 200 197502414 192 &
WALNUT GROVE 138 194902414 130 W7
WARRIOR LOCK AND DAM 196 19900204 172 &)
WEST BLOCTION 280 195802404 240 TR
CENTREVILLE 2.8 5W 284 1975024 2 43
AMMISTON METROAIRPRT 2 1956024 188 M5
TUSCALOOSA AIRPORT 237 Mol 203 7O
0T February 2018

ADDMSON 189 19002407 082 8D
ALICEVILLE LAND D 149 M0s-02407 04 38
BELLE MIMA 141 195002407 082 68
BESSEMER 3 WSW 240 1970207 1 M
FAYETTE 215 Hos-02407 183 108
GADSDEN 150 19m-02407 12 &S
HALEYVILLE 205 1950-02407 080 N5
HAMILTOMN 35 275 19me-02a07 0 i
HOLT LOCKE AND DAM 188 {98727 143 I
JASPER 141 19r-0207 1 &
MOULTON 2 150 1981-02407 08 61
SAND MT SUBSTATION 136 198002407 190 &9
VERMNON 23 19me-02407 085 8D
WALNUT GROVE 15 1was0207 153 77
WEST BLOCTON 230 198702407 147 TR
HUNTSVILLE INT'LAIRPORT 197 19890207 0.3 ]
CENTREVILLE 2.8 5W 172 19m-27 143 43
AMMISTON METROAIRPRT 188 19480207 173 15
TUSCALOOSA AIRPORT 233 Xivoay 143 70
(8 February 2018

CHILDERSEURGWTR PLT 141 20050208 096 &1
COFFEEVILLE LOCK & DAM 033 20430208 057 35
GAINESVILLE LOCK 143 1970208 110 70
LAY DAM 138 19480208 129 B
MILLERS FERRY L&D 108 2470208 043 I

TUSCALOOSA OLIVER DAM 225
WARRIOR LOCK AMD DAM  1.89
10 February 28

ATHENS 287
HALEYVILLE 220
MOBILE DTOWHN AIRPORT 284
1 February 2018

CLAYTON 1482
GADSDEM 200
MOBILE DTOWHN AIRPORT 215
12 February 28

DALIPHIM ISLAND Mo 2 473
FAIRHOPE 2 ME 1487
JACKSOMVILLE 115
MILLERS FERRY L&D 160
ROBERTSOALE 140
TALLADEGA 310
13 February 2M8

MILLERS FERRY L&D 200
22 February 2018

MUSCLE SHOALS RLAPRT 233
25 Febrwary 2048

ADDISOM 08B
ALICEVILLE LAND D 0498
HOLT LOCK AND DAM 040
26 Fabrwany 2018

Al EXAMDER CITY 174
LAy DAM 128
TUSCALOOSA OLIVER DAM 1.52
WARRIOR LOCK AMD DAM  1.72
CEMTREVILLE 28 5W 174
MONTGOMERY AIRPORT  1.42
2T February 2048

CLAIBORMELOCK & DAM 225
MILLERS FERRY L&D 1498
28 February 2018

ATHENS 320
HUMTSVILLE INTLAIRPORT 273

MUSCLE SHOALS AIRPORT 214
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1980-02-10
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1985-02-11
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20140212
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1982-02-28
2017-02-28
1987-02-28

223
1.65

147
1.95
1.34

1.75
1.78
1.33

1.84
148
1.08
1.35
1.52
2.0B

1.91

1.67

0.8z
093
0.a3

1.73
128
146
1.51
1.20
1.08

1.85
1.87

1.92
1.18
0.er
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BRE B
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New Local Climate Records!

February 2017
Max High Temperature, Daily Max High Temperature, February
New Prevines Previoes  Pesicd of Hew Previces Frevioes  Perind of
Fimcoed Hoflest Fecoed  Fiecoed Recond Hofest Record  Record
Dy Day
Continued from page & 10 February 2018

23 February 2044 MOSILE O'TOWM AIRPRT B3 185702410 B2 1)
ATMORE B4 1944-02-25 83 TE I} February 2018
GADSDEN e 19v202-25 T4 7] JACKSON B4 19940208 B3 H
GAIMESVILLE LOCK g2 MMv02-25 T8 1] FTHEWMMING LAWSOM FD B4 196202413 B3 1)
MARION JUNCTION 2 ME 82  2M7-02-25 &80 ] 20 February 2018
RUSSELLVILLE Mo 2 e MOO-02-25 VB ) ENMTERPRISE 2 W g4 {9aL02-1&8 B2 a2
VERMON g0 2Mv-02-25 TR ] 20 February 2018
FTHEMMING LAWSOM FD 84 2M7-02-25 83 ) EUFAULAWILDLIFE REF B3  2M802-27 B2 3
20 February 20148
CLAYTOM g2 1998-02-26 84 B2
ENTERPRISE 2'W g4 XH-02-26 8D a2
HEADLAND g5 X-02-26 84 ]
2T Fabruary 20148
EUFAULAWILDLIFE REF 82  2004-02-27 &8 o
28 February 20148

EUFAULAWILDLIFE REF 83  20d7-D2-28 8D ai
MOBILE D'TCAVM AIRPRT 81 2014-02-28 79 7
MOBILE REG'LAIRFORT &2  197e-02-28 &1 T
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