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We can’t really say March is the beginning of tornado season in 
Alabama, because tornado season in Alabama never really stops. 
For instance, the state saw 20 tornadoes in February, including an 
EF3.

What we can say is March and April usually are the peak months 
of the state’s tornado season, which lasts year round. Sort of like 
soccer.

And, like the soccer goalkeeper, we need to be prepared and we 
need to stay constantly vigilant. If you don’t have a storm plan and 
a storm kit, now is the best time to get them. Know where to go 
and what to do in case of severe weather. Get a weather radio. 
Download weather warning phone apps.

If you live in north Alabama within about 100 miles of the Huntsville International Airport, you might 
also keep an eye on the highways during the next two months if severe weather threatens. UAH is 
the operations base for a major study of severe weather, especially how and why tornadoes form 
and either weaken or strengthen.

VORTEX Southeast is bringing to the state dozens of scientists and students from as far away as 
Oklahoma, Texas and Massachusetts to try to learn more about the differences between well-stud-
ied tornadoes in the Great Plains and less-well-studied tornadoes in the southeastern states. UAH 
and these other institutions will be taking their mobile research instruments (Doppler radars and 
such) on the road to probe storm systems as they pass over the state.

We want to know more about the science of tornadoes, such as whether the rise and fall of the local 
terrain can cause a tornado to get more powerful, or the effects of surface roughness, such as where 
a smooth lake sits next to hillsides covered in trees.

We also want to know more about how to improve the tornado warning system so people will be 
more likely to protect themselves and their families when a tornado warning is issued. We want to 
know why some people ignore warnings and don’t seek shelter. This is the first time a major study 
of severe weather has included this kind of social science aspect.

So if you see our UAH trucks or instruments from UMass or Purdue or the National Severe Storms 
Lab in Oklahoma on the road from now through April, it isn’t that the upcoming storm is so unique 
that storm chasers from around the country are flocking to north Alabama. No, it’s just part of 
VORTEX-SE.



February would have been a good month to start this project. The state had three major storm 
systems move through, with statewide rainfall (according to our sample) about an inch above nor-
mal for the month.

More than 60 individual daily rainfall records were set in February, including some stations that 
were repeats. Three daily records were set at both the Cahaba Pump House and the Coffeeville 
Lock and Dam. If you look at just the days when records were set, Cahaba got 6.71 inches of rain 
in three days, while Coffeeville L&D got almost eight inches of rain over only three days, including 
3.5” on Feb. 3.

So keep a weather eye on the weather, make sure you and your family are prepared for whatever 
weather we might see, and be safe.

- John Christy
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Record begins in  1895

  1. 1950 58.9°
  2. 1937 57.0°
  3. 1974 55.0°
  4. 1907 53.6°
  5. 1949 52.7°
  6. 1952 52.4°
  7. 1932 51.9°
  8. 1916 51.8°
  9. 1933 51.4°
10. 1913 51.2°
11. 2006 51.1°
12. 1923 50.9°

 AVG 45.0°

47. 2015 43.5°

12. 1961 39.2°
11. 1963 39.1°
10. 1905 38.6°
  9. 1948 38.5°
  8. 1970 38.0°
  7. 1979 37.8°
  6. 1918 37.4°
  5. 2014 37.3°
  4. 1985 37.2°
  3. 1978 35.6°
  2. 1977 33.3°
  1. 1940 32.1°

January
Hottest

Coldest

Alabama Climate Report
Climate Extremes

Wettest - Driest

Office of Alabama Climatologist
The University of Alabama in Huntsville

nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/

Statewide Average Precipitation
http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html

Record begins in 1895

January
  1. 1936 11.49”
  2. 1925 10.08”
  3. 1947 9.97”
  4. 1937 9.10”
  5. 1972 8.52”
  6. 1990 8.44”
  7. 1946 8.37”
  8. 1974 8.20”
  9. 1998 8.14”
10. 1926 7.96”
11. 1999 7.94”
12. 1979 7.68”

 AVG 5.06”

52. 2015 4.35”

12. 1935 2.76”
11. 1941 2.72”
10. 2014 2.70”
  9. 1956 2.68”
  8. 2003 2.33”
  7. 1907 2.21”
  6. 1914 2.14”
  5. 1986 2.13”
  4. 1909 2.05”
  3. 1928 1.52”
  2. 1981 1.33”
  1. 1927 1.27”

Wettest

Driest
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