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We can't really say March is the beginning of tornado season in
Alabama, because tornado season in Alabama never really stops.
For instance, the state saw 20 tornadoes in February, including an
EF3.

What we can say is March and April usually are the peak months
of the state’s tornado season, which lasts year round. Sort of like
soccer.

And, like the soccer goalkeeper, we need to be prepared and we
need to stay constantly vigilant. If you don't have a storm plan and
a storm kit, now is the best time to get them. Know where to go
Dr. Jahin Christy, Alsbarma State Cimatnlogist - aNd what to do in case of severe weather. Get a weather radio.
Download weather warning phone apps.

If you live in north Alabama within about 100 miles of the Huntsville International Airport, you might
also keep an eye on the highways during the next two months if severe weather threatens. UAH is
the operations base for a major study of severe weather, especially how and why tornadoes form
and either weaken or strengthen.

VORTEX Southeast is bringing to the state dozens of scientists and students from as far away as
Oklahoma, Texas and Massachusetts to try to learn more about the differences between well-stud-
ied tornadoes in the Great Plains and less-well-studied tornadoes in the southeastern states. UAH
and these other institutions will be taking their mobile research instruments (Doppler radars and
such) on the road to probe storm systems as they pass over the state.

We want to know more about the science of tornadoes, such as whether the rise and fall of the local
terrain can cause a tornado to get more powerful, or the effects of surface roughness, such as where
a smooth lake sits next to hillsides covered in trees.

We also want to know more about how to improve the tornado warning system so people will be
more likely to protect themselves and their families when a tornado warning is issued. We want to
know why some people ignore warnings and don't seek shelter. This is the first time a major study
of severe weather has included this kind of social science aspect.

So if you see our UAH trucks or instruments from UMass or Purdue or the National Severe Storms
Lab in Oklahoma on the road from now through April, it isn't that the upcoming storm is so unique
that storm chasers from around the country are flocking to north Alabama. No, it's just part of
VORTEX-SE.



February would have been a good month to start this project. The state had three major storm
systems move through, with statewide rainfall (according to our sample) about an inch above nor-
mal for the month.

More than 60 individual daily rainfall records were set in February, including some stations that
were repeats. Three daily records were set at both the Cahaba Pump House and the Coffeeville
Lock and Dam. If you look at just the days when records were set, Cahaba got 6.71 inches of rain
in three days, while Coffeeville L&D got almost eight inches of rain over only three days, including
3.5" on Feb. 3.

So keep a weather eye on the weather, make sure you and your family are prepared for whatever
weather we might see, and be safe.

- John Christy

U.S. Drought Monitor March 1, 2016
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for March 2, 2016
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Febuary 2014

Statiom  Feb. hean Feb. Hi Temp Feb. Lowr Temp Total Precip. Wettest Feb. Heaviest Day
Bepan  Feb. Momm Fecord Fi Fecord Low Nonmal Prec.  Dmiest Feb. Fecord Day
) 488" 77° MG 2M1* 26 565 8000 1000 187 217318
Anniston 21803 45 4 B4+ ZWDB 4 21758 480 119" 1978 3400 27282
407" 74 M6 23 2MOM6 438 17617 1961 1400 203M8
Aubumn 11893 40 ge a2" 4|2 T* MW7 52T 150" 1043 78T 202581
S 50.2° 77° MG 23 26 TAE 928" 1971 305 22-318
Imingham 11930 g g B3 2VZWOB 3* 21758 421 131" 1978 546" 27181
52.0° 756° 22M6 244° 2M0M6 37 12100 1882 177 2M5M8
Brewton 41877 g4 e 87° 2MWEZ 1+ 2470 567 145" 1080 818" 21181
o 51.0° 78° 16 23 2MOM6 75T 15687 1861 32T 21218
Alera 91900 4p g B5° 2MWEZ  4* 2MOME 53T 061" 1068 555 2/338
= 40.0° 7A6° M6 224° 2M0M6  BEY 8007 1000 257 217318
anfon 21893 4p ge 84* 2M4A2 5 506 548 237 2000 487 2M438
455 725° MG 20°  2MM6 531" M 237 24218

Courtland M M M M M M
45.8° 757° MG 183" 2MM6 585 M 2600 21518

Cullman 787 M M M M M M
44.0° 74 W6 20°  2M0M6 625 12167 1930 2000 21418
Decatur 21820 g4 9 83" 2M4E2 -12° 280D 488 070" 1068 386 251
536 70° IWIG 26° 2M0M6 656 1036 1930 3300 3418
Dothan 21802 gq g 84" D544  12°  WS1 480 003 1051 426 200037
) 54.0° 745 N6 M41° 2M0M6 415 11617 1883 141 21518
Fairhope 1917 gq 4. 87° 2MWE2 3 WSl 54T 082" 1009 861" 2M1/81
44 5° 73.4° M6 168° 2M0M6 914 101 1900 247 22318
Gadsden 71893 44 4o 82° 2MWEZ  1° 266 401 071" 1978 475 22161
. 50.3° 76.4° 216 ME° 2M0M6 615 11000 1883 210 22218
Gainesville Lock 61948 4700 87° 21482 @+ 2606 400 155" 2000 536" 201690
50.1° 75.2° 212016 234° 2M0M6  BEF 1277 1900 185  21M8
Greensboro 21890 gy e 87° 2MWA2  T* 2406 53T 164 2000 518 22181
) i 51.4° 75.5° N22016  233° 2M0M6 31T 10780 1975 125 203Me
Highland Home 31802 40 4. BE® W56 T+  2EDE 535 120" 1980 533 21775
] 46.0° 77° M6 20°  2M0M6 638 1014 1904 225 H2-aM8
Huntsville 11958 4q 83" IWOE 1° 2406 470 050" 1978 404 21004
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Febraary 2016
Statiom  Feb. Mean Feb. Hi Temp Feb. Low Temp  Todal Precip.  Wettest Feb. Heaviest Day
Bepan Feb. Momm Fecard He Eeeord La Mormal Prec.  Dimiest Feb. Fascard Dray
. 54 6° 76* 220M6 26°  ZM0ME 318 18T 1683 148 2M5M6
bile 31900 gy g0 B4 ZMMEZ %+ HENE 540 100" 1999 537 2MOET
§3.1° 78* MG  24°  2M0ME 541 QBT 1982 2000 212NM6
Montgomery 61948 gy o 85 ZMEZ 0P+ WENE 545 111" 1999 554" 2461

St i 48.8° 73 270016 19°  2M0M6 348 1074 1991 14T 214N
uscle Shoals 121940 gy g 83 IZME2 - EEE 448 051" 1978 503" 2M2M8

45.1% Ti* 2MH1E 143 2M0M8 4 5 1128 158D 1831 2118
Fusszellville #1953

42 5° BA* 4DE A+ 2058 48T DBE 1972 675 21901
44 8° 77 2HIE  I0E° 016 TAT 960 1990 201" 211518

Scottsboro 101891 49 e 82 DMSEO & M6 52 077 1978 4100 2ME5
49.8° 75.3° 2HIE I24° 0M6 AT 0o 1982 305 216

Selma 11385 gy o 85 2072 @ IS A48T 154" 2000 531" 26382

- 47.8° 77.3° 2H16 2E° M0M6  BAST 1037 1983 2500 2rTNME
a IBEE g4 ge 84% 2OBTF P MEEE &A1 1200 1978 451" 202181
50.9° 737 2116 M5 M0M6 1067 1437 1929 407 276

Thomasville
WIEEL  4pge 86 2MNAZ 50 2M3ME0D 525 127 2000 7145 2111897

53.0° 7E* M6 25  M0M6 345 0BT 1975 1810 22N
Troy e1s08 gy a0 85%% 2M7I01  10°+ JBNE 487 0T 2000 5600 1A181

S0.2" TE*  A2Me 2 2N0MG 5.48° 12700 1883 1.0 21514

Tuscaloosa 61948 450 BE6* 2MAE2 5 1 50T 177 1978 544" 112181

43.3° T4.2° AAME 18.8° 201G e 1473 1880 2.9 2723M4

Valley Head 11803 yppe gy opa2 42+ 11058 567 D74 1078 7300 21600

Statewide Feb. 2015 40.43° | T8 Dothan 113" Russelville 615" 17.81" Auburm 4.07" Thomaswille
Feb. Norm 47.74° / &7 4stations - 12°+ 2 stations 508" 051 Muscle Shoals E.817 Fairhope

M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record
wThis data is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction

* This recond differs from long-t2m data in the ADSC dimate dakEbase:
hitprfinssic. uah edwaldimate'dimate/daly_cimate_and_normals php
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New Local Climate Records'

February 2016

- H : 1T Fabruary 2018
Pre:'P'tatm"l I_]al |}" _ _ HEFLIN 154 1995-0247 128 6D

Hew Presimss Previoes  Period of 22 February 2018
ir i Recod  Year Rescd  Recod gy | INGSLEY 147 20450222 124 77
A“E'N';ﬂ'? o o 13 1 MONTGOMERY AIRPRT 196 2M3-02-22 149 6B
- 996-02 ROCK MILLS 195 419620222 180 7B

BIRMINGHAM AIRFORT 242  1982-02-02 202 86 23 Fabruary 2016
GREENSBORO 380 19380202 250 124 ALEXANDER CITY 253 2M50223 126 4
HALEYVILLE 200 197402402 178 113 il INGELEY OB AN BE 7

03 February 2046 :

ALICEVILLE L & D 248 19880203 148 3 E""I “mm L&D g:: :ﬁ;ﬁjg :;:; ,EE::
EF-HAH:S:' PUMF HOUSE 313 Eﬁﬂg f:g ; COFFEEVILLE L&D 240 AM30223 128 33
COFFEEVILLE LAD 350 19980203 104 33 JEMOPOLES LD bt Cankinturnp ik o Bl
. GAINESVILLE LOCK 216 19940223 090 6B
FORT PAYNE 266 20140203 292 8D GUNTERSVILLE 147  2006-0223 142 444
GADSDEN 300 19570203 174 63 i iyl et g g
HAMILTON 3 § 400 240203 207 54 i mun' M 42 A fan 74
MELVIN 239 19570203 223 T et e eiing g i
EEE"{EE]T: 2 gﬁ :gﬁﬂ: g-: ‘5; MILLERS FERRY L&D 204 2008-02-23 103 35
. ! MITCHELL DAM 326 2150223 133 79
ROCK MILLS 123 19630203 103 7B o) pnTERSMILLE 253 2M30223 181 76
SAND MT SUBSTATION 264 20440203 2 &7 e To v gas o o
fﬂiﬂmﬂ' :“"; fg;“‘mg_mﬂg g-: ‘?2: LINIONTOWN 240 19640223 183 1M
- - WARRIOR LOCK & DAM 180 2M3-0223 125 58

WEST BLOCTON 320 19820203 282 T 24 February 2016
?LMTF-hﬂT . 749 19360204 204 8T s st e S
. ! ALUCEVILLELANDD 0839 19850224 076 36
ENTERPRISE 2 W 183 19980204 104 50 el praiericinf wmps oyl
GENEVA NUMBER 2 374 19850204 080 4D CAMABA PUMP HOUSE  1.81 2005-02-24 097 34
E:Ez'ﬁ“ﬂ? 2018 oy oo etigE Mo COFFEEVILLE L&D 205 20040224 130 33
sl L b el GENEVA NUMBER 2 485 19790224 402 4D
SN o A5 1 HOLTLOCKAND DAM 126 1985-02-24 142 35
CAHABA PUMP HOUSE 195 1993-02416 105 34 ﬂEE:HILLE gg :gﬁﬁﬁ fﬂ E‘;
GREENVILLE J64 19080216 243 115 L | RS FEHAY LD 270 Caieaiin - OoE | 38
JACKSON 230 1330248 210 4 SAND MT SUBSTATION 273  4977-02-24 203 &7
JASPER 205 197502118 183 55 SYLACALIGA 4 NE 245 20050224 193 B
TALLADEGA 250 19770224 244 128

Maximum High Temperature, Daily = Minimum Low Temperature, Daily

MEw Pravoos Presioes [Peiod of ew Prasi Presi Prsicd of

Kool ”ﬁ:: Mlesend.  Fleesd Resod  Wes  Recod  Recod
10 February 20418
02 February 2018
GADSDEN 77 19900202 T 63 ﬂﬂﬁsﬂww_mﬁ .................... 24 198T-02-10 26 a2
HUMTSVILLE INTLARPRT 77 1880-02-02 73 ar EEta—
03 Feb 2016 JACKSON e 23 20d07-02-11 2T a2
BELLE MIMA T4 1989-02-03 T3 ]

SAMND MT SUBSTATION ™ 1962-02-03 7 BE
! hitp=/fwf ncde_noaa.goviextremes/records/

Febrnary 2016 Alabama Climate Beport * Office of the Alabama Climatologist * http-//msste nab edaSaosc/
The University of Alabama in Huontsvalle



Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)

Autanga
Baldwin
Barbour
Bibb
Blount
Bullock
Butler

Chambers
Cherokes

Escambia
Etowah
Fayette

Franklin
Geneva
Greene
Hale

Henry

# Statioms

714
39l

2

]
3

na.

na.
722

na.

na
42

na.

10.66

343

T48

874

na.

na.

539

303

na.

791

na.

.

630

334

gad

908

584

425

768

640

na.

na.

na.

A,

na.
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Febaaary 2015
Aove., Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 805 1
Jackson | .69 7
Jefferson 7.10 14
Lamar nia. 0
Landerdale 423 10
Lawrence 678

Lee 456 3
Limestone 6.61 11
Lowndes ma. 0
Macon nia. 0
Madizon 6.50 44
Marengo na. 0
Marion 573 1
Marshall 693 11
Mobile 290 13
Monroe 308 2
Montgomery 4351 3
Morgan 6.63 5
Peiry na. 0
Pickens 404 1
Pike na. 0
Fandolph 6.61 2
Fussell 460 2

St. Clair 8.87 5
Shelby 708 18
Sumter na. 0
Talladega 698 4
Tallapoosa 648 -
Tuscaloosa 542 4
Walker 391 1
Washington 7.68 1
Wilcox 921 2
Winston 649 2

Normal
February
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 512"
Albera ... 506
Alex City ... 5.127
Aliceville ................5.18°
Andaluesia ... 508"
Ashland ............... 5.63"
Athems ... 2517
Bay Minette __.......... 52.18°
Bessemer ... 4 85"
Billingsley ... 524"
Cenfreville WSMO 5427
Claiborme L&D ... 4.85°

Clayton ... 473
Dauphin lsl. ........... .37

Elba . 518"
EufaulaWi ........4.36°
Evengreen ............. o.57
Fayette ... L75"
Geneval? ... 232"
Greemille ... LA
Haleyville ... 536"
Hamilion 35 ... 577"
Heflin ..o a.62"
Hurtsborg ... 4.52°
Jasper ... 0187
Lafayetie ... 5.55"
Livingston ... o0
Melwin .............520"
Migtead .............. 514"
Moulton ... 471"
Oneonta ... 52¥F
Pempille ... 4497
Plantersville .........5.34"
Fock Mills .............. a.24"
Fockford ............... S.64°
Sylacauga .............. 215"
Union Springs ........ 5.19°
Unigrtown ............... 4 8g"
VEMON e o407
Wamior L&D ... 516"
Wetumpka ... 5307

"Southeast Regloral Silmate Cenber
T S T DO
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Alabama Climate Report

"r %1 Climate Extremes
| oldest Wettest - Driest

Statewide Average Temperature 3 Statewide Average Precipitation
I http://lwww.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html b http://www.sercc;c'(_;)mlclin1a@nf<ﬁ>/nmnthly_seasongl.htlﬁl -

Record begins in 1895 . Record begins in 1895
January January

Hottest 1. 1950 58.9° Wettest 1. 1936 11.49”

2 1937 57.0° 2. 1925 10.08"

3 1974  55.0° 3. 1947  9.97”

4. 1907 53.6° 4, 1937  9.10”

5. 1949 52.7° 5. 1972 8.52"

6 1952 52.4° 6. 1990 8.44"

7 1932 51.9° 7. 1946 8.37"

8. 1916 51.8° 8. 1974  8.20"

9. 1933 51.4° 9. 1998 8.14"

10. 1913 51.2° 10. 1926 7.96"

11. 2006  51.1° 11. 1999 7.94"

12. 1923 50.9° 12. 1979 7.68"

AVG 45.0° AVG 5.06”

47. 2015 43.5° 52. 2015 4.35”

12. 1961 39.2° 12. 1935 2.76"

11. 1963 39.1° 11. 1941 2.72"

10. 1905 38.6° 10. 2014 2.70”

9. 1948 38.5° 9. 1956 2.68"

8 1970  38.0° 8. 2003 2.33”

7 1979 37.8° 7. 1907 2.21"

6. 1918 37.4° 6. 1914  2.14"

5. 2014  37.3° 5. 1986 2.13”

4 1985 37.2° 4, 1909 2.05”

3 1978 35.6° 3. 1928 1.52”

2 1977  33.3° 2. 1981 1.33”

Coldest 1. 1940 32.1° Driest 1. 1927 1.277

Office of Alabama Climatologist Office of Alabama Climatologist
The University of Alabama in Huntsville The University of Alabama in Huntsville

nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/ nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/



Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry

UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618

Bob Clymer

Assistant State Climatologist

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
bob.clymer@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7771

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport



