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Traveling north to south in Alabama, February presented quite a 
contrast in terms of rainfall.  Stations in the north were above 10 
inches almost everywhere, peaking out at 16.33” at a volunteer’s 
CoCoRaHS station in Madison.  Fully 52 stations in Alabama en-
dured over a foot of rain in this the calendar’s shortest month.  The 
last nine days of the month alone produced many double-digit to-
tals.  In fact, for many locations in No. Alabama, the winter (Dec., 
Jan., Feb.) rainfall was the record wettest since 1895, with amounts 
coming in at over 30”, almost twice the normal of 16”.  

Meanwhile, as one moved south, the numbers dropped off consid-
erably, with February values less than 2” in Montgomery as well as 
at stations around the Mobile Bay area.  Before rains fell at the end 
of the month and in the first week of March, I was close to recom-

mending “Abnormally Dry” or “D0” for the weekly U.S. Drought Monitor.

Temperatures were relatively mild, the coldest being a bearable 20°F in Addison, Belle Mina, Ham-
ilton, and Owens Cross Roads.  Indeed, 23 of our southern stations did not fall below freezing this 
past month.  And, Jackson topped the state at 91°F with 12 stations reporting at least 85°F as their 
hottest day.  Indeed, Montgomery hit record territory at 86°F on the 22nd which was their warmest 
winter day since records began there in 1873.

As I write this, the rebuilding efforts in Beauregard are just beginning.  The tornado was classified 
as EF4, the strongest tornado in the entire country over the last 22 months, and the worst tornado-
day for Alabamians since 2011.  UAH’s considerable severe-weather research team is looking 
closely at this event as they gain knowledge and understanding to better-warn and better-prepare 
our citizens for these rare, but destructive events.   To those affected and those offering assistance 
we desire endurance and hope in this difficult time. 

John Christy





















Alabama State Climatologist
John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama 

in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu

256-961-7763

For questions, please contact:
alabama.climate@nsstc.uah.edu 

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport


