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The Alabama Climate Report

Brought to you by the Office of the Alabama Climatologist

Volume 7, Number 3, December 2016

If we look back in a few years and remember 2016's weather
at all, many of us are most likely going to remember the fall
drought, when most of the state saw little or no measurable
rain for about 70 straight days.

Several stations set records for their least rainfall in
September and/or October, especially October. Several

other stations might have broken October records if not to
Alabama’s unfortunate history with drought. When our sample
of 25 stations statewide has nine spots where the prior record
for least October rainfall is 0.00”, it isn't likely those records
are ever going to be broken.

fr-Jehn Chrissy, Alshama State Cimatolog=t - \we did see five of our 25 stations report 0.00” this October.

Four others reported only a trace of rain during the month.

Most of the state would have reported record drought in November — if the month had
ended on Nov. 26 or Nov. 27. While several stations recorded not one drop of rain during the
first three and a half weeks of November, heavy rain during those last four days brought our
statewide “average” for the month up to a relatively normal 2.95". (Still 1.65” below normal for
November.)

That drought has been greatly reduced by heavy rain since the last three of four days of
November. The average for our stations was slightly wetter than normal in December, although
that was certainly not evenly distributed.

Counties near the Gulf coast got some serious rain in December. Fairhope reported a
December record 10.05"” of rain in December, while two dozen CoCoRAHS volunteers in Baldwin
County reported an average of more than 13" for the month.

The National Weather Service in Birmingham says 62 tornadoes hit the state in 2016, which is
just one below the 10-year average. All but two of those were small tornadoes — EF2 or smaller.
The only tornado associated with fatalities was a Nov. 30 tornado in Jackson and DeKalb
counties that killed three people and injured 10.

The New Year roared into the state with a fast-moving storm system that hit Mobile and the
surrounding area with remarkable speed and force. And the recent snow, sleet and ice event
reminds us how difficult it can be to accurately predict winter weather in Alabama more than



four or five hours in advance.

It also is a reminder that if you live in Alabama, you need to be both weather aware and
weather prepared. We might make jokes about bread and milk in advance of a snowstorm,
but having the right emergency supplies on hand during a severe weather event is a serious
matter. More information is available at weather.gov.

- John Christy

U.S. Drought Monitor January 3, 2017
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for January 4, 2017
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Dec. 2016
Station Dec. Mean Dec. Hi Temp Dec. Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest Dec. Heaviest Day
Began Dec. Norm Record Hi Record Lo Normal Prec.  Driest Dec. Record Day
Mobil 57.2° 80° 12/25/16 29° 12/10/16 833’ 8.86° 1995 216" 12/4/16
obile 31900 55 3o 81°+ 12/7/98  8° 12/25/83  4.66” 129 1980  4.68” 12/18/95
Mont 54.0° 82° 12/25M16 27° 12/10116 411" 1135 1961 115" 12/5/16
ontgomery 6/1948 — 4q 50 85° 12/2/82  5°+ 12/25/83  4.97 139 1980  3.92° 12/16/92
Muscle Shoal 46.5° 78° 12/25/16 22° 12/10/16 534 1919 1990 175" 12/4/16
uscle shoals 1271940 43 3o 78°+ 12/24/64  -5° 12/23/89 544" 065 1980 520" 12/1/91
Russellvill 44.7° 75.8°12/25/16 16.6° 1210116 543 1745 1990 1.67° 12/6/16
ussellville 971953 45 e 85° 12/25/64 -7° 12/23/89 536" 1.02° 1980 531" 12/29/54
Seottsh 44 .4° 73.6°12/25/16 18.0° 12/10/16 533 1473 1990  0.96” 12/18/16
COUSDOTO 1071891 45 4o 80° 12/7/51  -1° 12/25/83 565 134" 1980  6.80° 12/23/90
Sel . 503 80.1° 12/25/16 20.1° 1210116 417" 0077 1983 084" 12/4/16
cima 171895 4q 5 85°+ 12/6/51  5° 12/13/62 472 120 1980  7.08” 12/10/61
Tullad 48.4° 77.8°12/25116 21.3° 12/10116  2.52 843 1983 081" 12/5/16
alladega 2/1888 43 60 80° 12/7/51  0° 12/13/62 424 098" 1979  3.80" 12/31/73
™ - 51.5° 70.8°12/25116 254° 12/1116 5877 1165 1971  2.00° 12/5/16
omasville 971891 gq 6o 85° 12/11/33  3° 12/13/62 516 112° 1980  6.29” 12/10/61
T / 53.4° 704°12/26/16 250° 12/10/16  490° 1495 1972  1.46” 12/18/16
T0y 6/1908 g4 4o 82°12/31912  4° 12/13/62 454 029° 1980 6.67° 12/6/72
Tuscal 51.0° 80° 12/25M16 24° 12/10/16 2917 1105 1983 111" 12/5/16
uscaloosa 6/1948 45 50 82° 12/3778  2° 12/23/89 487 069" 1980  3.64” 12/20/51
Vallev Head 43.3° 72.6°12/25116 16.9° 12/10/16 403 1367 1961 094" 12/4/16
alley Head 171893 44 3o 85° 12/28/42 -8 12/13/62  4.86 0777 1904  4.28" 12/12/61

Statewide Dec. 2015 50.25° / 82°2stations 16.6° Russellvile  5.06” 19.19” Russellville 3.56” Dothan
Dec. Norm 47.10° / 85°5stations - 8° Valley Head 4.87” 0.29” Troy 9.84” Dothan

M: Data is missing or not available
*New Record
#This data is missing this month due to an instrument malfunction

AThis record differs from long-term data in the AOSC climate database:
http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimate/climate/daily_climate_and_normals.php

December 2016 Alabama Climate Report ¢ Office of the Alabama Climatologist ¢ http://nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/
The University of Alabama in Huntsville



New Local Climate Records'
December 2016

Maximum High Temperature, Daily

tirw Prindsus Frowaus  Pored of

Record  Motiest Record  Record
Day

01 Dec. 2016 MOBILE REGLAIRPORT &) 25-92:25 79 68
CLAYTON 80 20054201 78 60 MONTGOMERY AIRPORT &2 19871225 81 B8
MOULTON 2 73 19200 72 54 MUSCLE SHOALSREGL 78 19871225 75 75
12 Dec. 2016 26 Dex. 2016

MOBILE DT AIRPORT 80 1eE6a2a2 W7 L1 BIRMINGHAMAIRPORT T4 2542268 T3 ar
17 Dec. 2016 CHATOM B0 19824226 7O 6T
HUMTSVILLE INTERNATL 73 20061247 T 58 CLAYTON ™™ XM81228 T8 &1
FTBEMMING LAWSCHN FD TS 19561217 78 68 FTBENNING LAWSON FD 81 198403:26  T6 68
MUSCLE SHOALS REGL 74 20064247 72 6 GUNTERSVILLE T4 M52 T 107
TUSCALOOSAMUNIAPT T6 19804247 75 59 HAMILTON 3 5 B 1987126 TS 95
18 Dec. 2016 HUNTSVILLE INTERMATL 73 20151226 T2 58
FTBEMHING LAWSCHFD TS 13671218 78 68 MOULTON 2 Te 19M-1226 T3 &0
GAINESVILLE LOCK 16 19801218 75 3 SCOTTSE0R0 T 19aTiREE TR 125
MUSCLE SHOALS REGL 74 20061218 72 76 TALLADEGA T8 IME1226 TV 1233
VERKON 76 2006-12-18 73 &0 27 Deg, 2016

24 Dec. 2016 DAUPHIN ISLAND No 2 &5 259227 TG 41
ALEXANDER CITY 4 20015424 M 46 JASPER Te 19921227 75 o0
MOBILE REGIOMAL APRT 78 1974424 77 8 SCOTTSE0R0 Té 284227 ™ 125
MONTGOMERY AIRFORT 78 188712-24 78 68 VERNON e 54227 T4 &0
ROCK MILLS 73 195712-4 T2 T4 FTBENMING LANSONFD 79 19594227 75 68
25 Dec, 2016 MOBILE REGL AIRPORT B0 19741227 T4 B9
BAMKHEAD LOCK & DAM 76 20154235 75 3 28 Dee, 2016

EIRMINGHAM MRPORT 78 20454235 77 86 CHATOM B 20081228 TR 67
CLAYTON 8 198849235 77 Lo EVERGHREEN ™™ MM5.1228 TR 125
FTBENMING LAWSON FD 81 19849225 70 67 MOBILE DT AIRFORT B 2E1228 TS BB
HALEYVILLE iTo18e225 7B 113 29 Dec, 2016

HUNTSVILLE INTERNATL 77 19687225 73 1) MOBILE DT AIRPORT T4 19511229 T3 68

Max High Temperature, December  Minimum Low Temperature, Daily

i Prisious Preoeaus  Period of Previndt  Froveus
Recond  Hobow Record  Record P.m Coidest  Reoord m
Day ' Day
27 December 2016 11 December 2016

DAUPHIN ISLAND NoZ 85 13781209 @ 4 FTBENNING LAWSON FD.__.21 19681211 22 &7

' nede.noaa.govicdo-wabldatatools/records

December 206 Alabama Clinnare Reporr = Oifice of the Alabama Climarologise = hop:/Sassee, vab, cdufaose S
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New Local Climate Records'

Precipitation, Daily
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
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December 2006
Total Precap. # Saalions

Houston 12.25 i
Jackson 10.35 7
Jelferson 373 12
Lamnar M. i
Lauderdale 722 9
Lawrence 732 2
Lee 627 4
Limestone 914 10
Lowndes .. ]
Macon 759 1
Madison 842 45
Marengo n.. 0
Maron 845 |
Marshall 696 9
Muobile 902 15
Monroe 8.73 2
Montgomery 607 5
Morgan 968 f
Perry n.a. 0
Pickens 452 I
Pike 1.4, i
Randolph 430 2
Russell 805 2

SL. Clair 429 8
Shelby 4.10 19
Sumiter n.a. 0
Talladega 104 4
Tallapoosa 2.06 2
Tuscaloosa 4.11 3
Walker 279 1
Washington 10.51 ]
Wilcox T.28 2
Winston A b 2

MNormal
December

Precipitation®

Abbeville ..........
Alberta ...
Alex City ...
Andaluga .........
Ashland ............
Bay Minette ......
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Clayton ............
Dauphin lsl. ..........
Eufaula Wi ...
Evergreen .............
GenEva ? ...
Haleyvile ...............
Hamilten 35 ..........
Heflin oo
Hursharg ...............
M-l T
Lafayetle ...............
Livingston ...
Milstead ...
Pemyville ................
Plantersville _.........
Rock Mills ..............
Sylacauga ........
Union Springs ........
I Imicsmbonad ...

Vernon ..

Warrior L&D ...
Wetumpka .......
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Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry

UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618

Bob Clymer

Assistant State Climatologist

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
bob.clymer@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7771

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport



