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Brought to you by the Office of the Alabama Climatologist

Volume 7, Number 11, August 2017

It feels like it was a mild summer, but something interesting
was happening while most of us were asleep: Temperatures
weren't dropping as much as they usually do, keeping average
summer temps warmer than we might have realized.

This wasn't unique for Alabama. In a recent conference call with
other state climatologists around the south, we were all talking
about our warmer than normal nights this summer.

How warm?

According to data from the Southeastern Regional Climate Cen-
ter (SERCC), daily lows in Mobile, Birmingham and Huntsville
were all in the top 14 warmest summers; Montgomery's sum-
mer lows were the 4th warmest on record (which goes back to 1948).

Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

By comparison, high temperatures in all four cities were cooler than normal for June, July and Au-
gust. How cool? Alabama had only two 100° days reported this summer (both in Andalusia/Opp
in July). There were only five 99° reports this summer.

The SERCC data also says the past 12 and 24 month periods were the warmest September through
August periods on record, which means something was going on before May, when our 21-cities
sample says the state’s average temperature dropped below the monthly norms.

A look at our sample over the past 12 months shows eight warmer than normal months fol-
lowed by a cool May and summer. How warm? September 2016 averaged more than 3° warmer
than normal, and October more than four. January was 8.3° warmer and February more than 7°
warmer than normal.

Winter months tend to have larger swings in temperature than summer months, but we might
not notice those as much when winter temps are relatively comfortable and warm. But those
warm winter months add into the yearly average, in this case enough to offset a relatively mild
summer and give us those record September-through-August warm temperatures.

We should also note both the end of the continental U.S. major hurricane drought, with the land-
fall of Hurricane Harvey, and the presence now of Hurricane Irma. The remnants of Harvey were
strong enough to bring significant rain to Alabama, and to spin up three tornadoes, including an
EF-2 that hit Reform and injured six people.



Alabama isn't in the most recent forecast bulls eye for Irma, but we are close enough to start
feeling uncomfortable. With its record-breaking sustained winds, Irma won't need to make a
direct hit on Alabama to cause extensive damage. Not to sound like a broken record (or CD),
but it isn't nearly too early to be making severe weather preparations ... just in case.

Keep an eye on the weather and be safe.

- John Christy



U.S. Drought Monitor
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Anpust 2017
Station Ampuost Mean Angust B Temp  Awpnst Low Temp Total Precip.,  Wethest Awnpuast Heaviest Day

Bezan Aunpgast MNomm Eecord Hi Fepond Lowr Mommal Prec.  Dmest Auzust Bascord Day
iston a8 |3= a2y B2EMT 5717 754" 1874 145 81417
ANmsfon 21908 7g5+  106° 821783 BIZESZ 335 50 1083 557 8247

Te.0° B3®  aronT BMnT g.00" 103 1044 183 83017

Anbum 11z83

28 X2 28

707° 106° BI2025 AITOEE 4207 01" 1025 373 1720
Birmi 1030 T9E° g3°  BROMT BIPEMT  T.E1 808" 1008 258 &BNT
irnuingham 708° 14°  QBAS AI31/46 3487 38" 1080 415 S2M1

Bre g TOE o272 AROM7 633  BMMT 8300 1480 1077 178 8P0MT
whon 707°  104%% BMAS4 53+ BB0EE 5647 167 1080 720" &M/05
Calera sisog 200" p4®  BI2OMT 67 8MM7 7280 15007 1030 125  &BAT
784°  102° BMO0SE 50 BITEMEE 423 A3° 1008 570 S/06MB
c - p26° BI20MT 612 BIPSMT 300 708" 1074 O74 SE0M7
lanton 783°  105° @GBS 51 BI4ST  3T7F 45" 1000 675 82670
76.2° 025 820M7 583 BIPSMT 82T M 167 BTNT

Courtland M M M M M M
75.2° 00.3° 81227 578 BIPEMT 4567 M 103 8E0MT

Cullman 71907 y M M M M M
De e S o4 RROMT 50 B4MT 384T 163 1010 125 &PIAT
catur 70.8° 107" @35 52 BIPEMT 361 O0° 1082 305 82260
81.7° DE®  8/20MT7 63 8MM7 508" 2085 1030 175 81417
Dothan 21802 g9 ypa= gpems 43 poato? 48t 147 1058 480 SM031
Faithove oy T2 o24° BMEBMT 625  BMMT 13360 1423 1084 5047 BMAT
airhop 811°  102° B/20000 60+ 83002 627 126" 1007 574" 82084
den wges A3 BO.7" BI20MT 558 BI2SM7 315 05 1002 106 8E1M7
Gads 78.0°  105° BM654 52+ BM2E7 365 A0° 1083 33T  SBM0
o 78.1° o24* BMOMT 625 APEMT 585 811" 1002 201"  &INT
Gamesville Lock 61948 gn9. g3, pagmo 55 aooms 201 A7" 1900 44T SO0
77.5° 02.4° 81207 630 BIP5MT 4607 701" 1003 106 83117
Greensboro 21880 545 o= poeez 55 Boome  aar 116" 1080 427 3161

Hi - amse X o0.8° BI20MT7 658 AIPSMT 676 828" 1084 2307 0017
ghland Home 700° 103° @054 56 BIPOMN2 430 BO" 1007 385 81286

. 78.0° DE® BI20M7 50 BIPSMT 386 081" 10868 080 80T
Huntsville 11959 20'0c  yope  gap 50 miiiesd 347 5B° 1008 4207 1086
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Aupust 2017
Bepan Aupust Morm Fecard Hr Eeeord La Mormal Prec.  Dniest Aunpast Fascard Dray
- g1.7° 06 BMANT &7 8MMT 12700 1510 1984 34T BT
bile 31900  gyac  qosrpo@DOOD 57 BOSMEYY B2D 104" 1007 565 A81/B4
82.8° 98 BT &7 8M1M7 B4 104F 1984 STT BMOMT
Montgomery 61948 gy qpqe, 4RI 56 800N 36 7T 1907 538 ArYE4
M i i 78.1° 06 BT 62 BOENT 56T BFE" 1978 1400 BM4NT
uscle Shoals 121940 jo4s  qpEe, prB/B4 53+ BDOMD D060 A5 1900 343 A12578
R 74.8° 01.1° BT 554 SO6NT  *6.96" BB 1007 175 AN7
ussellville 81953 5500 qpasy pagOD 48+ BD0MT 207 O0F 1909 369 BMeES
g 75.1° 015° BT 5756 804M7 35T 7700 1985 103" AANT
COMsDOTO 101361 5770 qome, prB/B4 46 B3ME2 343 J4 1000 4300 8MUTM
78.0° g3.8° BT 615  BMMT  ASX 884 1084 08T AENT
Selma 11395 gone  qoee, paOB4 57+ 8002 4010 F1I° 1900 535 AM53E0
S 80.0° 06.0° BIAIME BR1  ®23INT 247 911" 1984 067 A7
Ed JI8BE  gga0  qp3¢ gMAeB4 46 00 SD3G0D A5 60" 1900 4300 BA1E2
77.2° g2.2° BT 617 BMMT 608 001" 1006 208" AENT
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ML gnge  105% BANS4 53 SOGE 388 10 1980 605 AM430

79.6° o5 BIUIT 61 ST W 838 1906 367 BMOMT

Troy 61908 gnoe  qpes poAB4 55 G31ME 3560 B5 1080 675 &6

80.0° B4* BONIT B3 BPSMT 64T 884 1970 221"  @EN7

Tuscaloosa 61948  gene o7+ gOOT 53 BO2SE 3800 57 1953 287 BMET
M M M M B.EE" 1981 M

Valley Head 171893 o540 g5 grigs4 48 813md 340 6B 1983 361" QM4/B4

Statewide August 2017 TB49° |/ 0B° Monigomery 55.4° Russelhille 625 20.85" Dothan 5.73" Montgomery
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"Mew Record
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network {CoCoRAHS)

Autanga
Baldwin
Barbour
Bibb
Blount
Bullock
Butler

Chambers
Cherokee

Escambia
Etowah
Fayette

Franklin
Geneva
Greene
Hale

Henry

Total Precip.

# Statioms

6.07
1396

[
(=2

.

na.
361

na.

354
6.78

na.

6.03

6.15

471

10.35

na.

na.

B28

624

10.71

462

.

na.

437

871

6.14

370

5351

11.35

na.

467

na.

4129

na.

na.

na.
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Angusz 2017
Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 353 2
Jackson 480 &
Jefferson 640 16
Lamar na. 0
Launderdale 451 10
Lawrence 6.20 2
Lee 467 2
Limestone 643 7
Lowndes n.a. ]
Macon 7.24 1
Madison 6.76 22
Marengo na. 0
Marion 572 1
Marshall 360 10
Mobile 11 88 14
Monroe 8.86 2
Montgomery 545 4
Morgan 6.03 5
Perry Ia. 0
Pickens 473 1
Pike 191 1
Randolph 701 2
Russell 7.37 2
St. Clair 5.29 5
Shelby 573 17
Sumter na. 0
Talladega 598 4
Tallapoosa 340 2
Tuscaloosa 6.69 5
Walker na. 0
Washington 1009 1
Wilcox 921 2
Winston 8.59 2

Normal
August
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 452"
Albera ...............4.16°
Alex City ..o 2407
Andalusis ............5.38°
Azhland ..............422°
Athenms ... 33¥F
Bay Minette ... 6.60°
Bessemer ..............370"
Billingsley ........... 4.30°
Cenireville WSMO 4 457
Chaiom .............476"
Claibome L&D ... 4.28°
Claytan ... 4.03°
Cauphin lsl. ... 7.12°
Elba e 4 TDT
Eufaula Wil ... 3.81°
Evergreen ..............4.73
Fayette ... 471"
Geneva 2 ... o0
Gresmville ... 4.66°
Haleyville ............ 421"
Hamilion 35 ..........4.04°
Hurtshoro ... 378"
Jasper ... 30T
Lafayetie ... 376"
Milstead ..............4.13
Moulton ... 37
Oneonta ................4.08°
Pemyville ... 35¥F
Plartersville ...........4.18°
Fock Mills ... 391°
Fockford ... 4.20°
Sylacauga N
Union Springs ........4.64"
Lnicrtown .. -
Vemaon ... 3407
Warmrior LED ... 362
Wetumpka ... 447

"Southeast Regloral Tamate Cenber

NPT S BT D0
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New Local Climate Records’
August 2017

Precipitation, Daily TALLADEGA 150 0140808 140 128
New  Frevos  Pedous Ferdg  TUSCALOOSAOLVERDAM 228 10670809 202 117

Recand Yeur Record  Riecond 10 Auwguest 2017

04 August 2017 JACKSOMVILLE 215 19850810 186 69
FAIRHOPE 2 NE 376 199508-4 374 9 MONTGOMERY ARPORT 573 20000810 155 &9
MOBILE DT AIRPORT 248 19570804 220 64 H August 2017
MOBILE REG'LAIRFORT 324 1995-08-04 245 &9 ADDISON 192 20010811 186 79
05 August 2017 BTHENS 105 19600811 079 76
ALEXANDER CITY 143 19780805 142 &7 MILLERS FERRY L&D 152 20040811 053 36
ENTERFRISE 2 W 155 19740805 087 S ROCK MILLS 416 2000-08-11 244 79
06 August 2017 14 Auguat 2017
CHATOM 200 2003-08-06 4180 67 BESSEMER 3 WSW 085 1990845 074 40
07 Auguat 2017 MUSCLE SHOALS REGLAP 140 18520814 104 76
ADDISON 249 199508-07 142 79 16 Auguat 2017
08 August 2017 JACKSON 103 19740816 084 55
ALICEVILLELAND D 240 19930808 103 37 MARION JUNCTION2NE 102 20030816 090 &7
BESSEMER 3 WSW 155 197B-0B-0B 144 40 OPELIKA 105 19740846 085 &0
BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT 258 1967-08-0B8 188 87 20 Auguat 2017
CENTREVILLE 2.9 SW 063 1984-0B-0B 042 42 MOLNDVILLE 105 20100820 094 34
CLAIBORME LOCK & DAM 200 20020808 128 &4 20 Auguat 217
GAINESVILLE LOCK 202 2M4-08-08 176 64 RUSSELLVILLE NUMBER 2 089 1966-08-28 081 &3
JACKSON 260 1993-08-0B 200 55 30 Auguat 2017
MOULTON 2 242 19670808 176 60 DAUPHIN ISLAND No.2 440 20420830 216 41
TUSCALOOSAMUNIAPORT 221 19830808 0B84 &9 FAIRHOPE 2 NE 372 19500830 243 99
04 August 2017 ROCK MILLS 147 {90830 132 T8
CENTREVILLE 2.9 SW 248 198308-09 137 42 31 August 2017
HOLT LOCK AND DAM 170 19980809 4158 3 ENTERPRISE 2 W 255 19960831 121 5
JACKSON 180 196508-09 083 55 EVERGREEN 181 19480831 155 1M
FINE APFLE 400 1970-08-08 155 49 ROBERTSDALE 791 1996-08-31 240 105
Precipitation, Wettest Minimum Low Temperature, Daily
August Day on Record ey . D= Peim e
Mew Previcuz  Previcuz Pericd of Day
Fecord Wellz=i Doy Recond  Recend 01 August 2047
10 Auguat 2017 ROBERTSDALE oo B4 20440801 €5 a3
MONTGOMERY APORT 573 19840802 538 64 FT BENNING LAWSON FLD.__ 62 1966-08-01 66 B8
11 Angust 2T MOBILE REG'LAIRPORT...... 67 1997-08-01 &8 ]
ROCK MILLS 446 19450813 400 79 02 August 2047
H August 2017 FAIRHOPE ZMNE...... ... 63 1975-08-02 &7 ]
ROSERTSDALE T8l 19330846 506 105 GREEMVILLE ... 62 1976-08-02 €3 5
03 August 2047
GENEVAMNUMBER 2...._..._..._.. 63 19980803 64 a4

" nede_noaa.gov/cdo-web/datatools/records
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Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry

UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport



