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With the exception of some hefty-sized hail associated with a
storm system that went through in early April, it would seem
the state got through the month largely unscathed.

Preliminary reports are that Alabama was hit by eleven small
tornadoes in April, with six people injured.

That's below the number of tornadoes you might expect in a
normal April if you look at the past ten years (not counting April
2011, which was not a normal April). In a normal April, we would
expect between 14 and 15 tornadoes. Of course, if you throw
in the 109 from April 2011, that 10-year average jumps to just
over 24 tornadoes for the month.

Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

Just getting through April obviously doesn’'t mean it's time to let down our guard. While April is the
busiest tornado month of the year, we get tornadoes in every month of the year, including May.

This May is the 100th anniversary of a particularly bad outbreak of seven tornadoes that pum-
meled the state on May 27-28, 1917, killing 50 people and injuring at least 274. There were prob-
ably many more, smaller tornadoes that went unnoted or unreported at that time.

The seven that were recorded include three F-2s, three F-3s and an F-4 that roared through Jef-
ferson and Blount counties destroying dozens of homes and other buildings in Sayre, Bradford
and Village Springs. The storm killed 27 people, including 17 in Bradford.

This was part of a much larger storm system that killed at least 344 people in Kansas, Arkansas,
lllinois, Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama.

The violent storm system was at least partially fueled by hot air over the southeast. The Albany-
Decatur Daily noted that the day before the storms hit, the temperature in Decatur reached 92
degrees, the warmest day yet during the spring of 1917.

In newspapers dominated by news from the war in Europe and race riots in St. Louis, Interna-
tional News Service coverage from Birmingham noted the heavy damage in Jefferson, Blount
and Walker counties, the loss of life, and the extensive damage to railroads, telegraph wires and
crops.

The Daily also reported on the collapse of a large tent used for a local Chautauqua revival and



tent meeting. The tent was pushed down by the wind during the singing of “We Shall See the

King Some Day.”

During the third verse, “... the hymn ceased suddenly, and without anthem ‘Amen.” While sev-
eral people were hit by falling posts, no one was reported injured by the tent collapse.

Events from 100 years ago remind us that if you are in Alabama, today is always a good day to
be weather aware and weather prepared, no matter which day it might be.

Amen.

- John Christy

U.S. Drought Monitor
Alabama
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Statiom  Apml Mean
Bepan Aprl Noom

Anmiston 21903

Auburm 171893

Bimmingham 11930

Brewton 41977

Calera wi1so0

Clanton 27893

Courtland

Cullman 7907

Decatur 271820

Dwothan 2asm

Fairhope 1917

CGadsden 771893

Gainesville Lock sns4s

Greensbhoro 271890

Highland Home 371892

Huntzville 1nsse

Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Apal 2016
Stettom Apnl Mean — Apnl Hi Temp Aprl Low Temmp  Toal Precip. Wetiest Apil Heaviest Day
Bepan Apnl MNorm Fecard Hr Eeeord Lo MNormmal Prec.  Didest April Fescard Diay
Mohil ge.6" BE® 402717 41° 48T 5.8 1543 1880 244 4007
IS0 gy ge £t 1 I F AEET 5900 00" 183 685 40567

70.2° B0° 424117 38 4BNT 276 15647 1964 105 43017
Montgomery 61948 gy g 01% 4SBE 280 &/1ET 434 05T 1086 454"  A/8064
Muscle S i B6.5° B7* 4N4NT 36 4BNT7 37T 1281 1983 128 4T
uscle Shoals 121940 gy e 02 A4NET 270 A4N1ED 447 036" 1086 534"  4M5E3

4.8 BT 41417 301% 4T 6.85 1400 1831 2487 47T
Fuszellville sn9s3

58.0° BE*+ 1101 T &7 AOT D57 1988 385  4ME3
. B4.3° BE* 42017  333°  4BMT 48T Q5T 2000 144 43N7
COttsbOro 101361 gg 7 02° 473043 2. 43N2 45 127 1976 37 42083

867" B7* 424117  353° 4BMAT 436 00T 1973 174 4P30N7
Selma 11365 gq g 03% 42NET 200 41340 437 02 1986 B.74" A28
Talladesa 2 B6.3° BE4® 420017 347° 4BNT7 48T 1827 1979 2300  4SNT

Ed IBEE g e 02 418155 24% &43N2 480 035 10868 57 AM4/74

— iR BE T 45517 354 4817 4 5ar 1202 1879 1417 4030117
Thomasville

B4.1° B4*  AZHET 270 41340 484" D4F 1987 547 ATD
B7.6° B7° 428117 38 4BMT 34T 841" 1979 17T AFINT
Troy 61908 gq 4 04° 473042 200 4M3M0 425 07T 10868 457 4M5034

gr.r" BE® 402817 3@ 48T 7ar 14417 1878 2900 48307

Tuscaloosa 61948 gq g 04*  AUET 20 &M1ET 5AD 030 1987 6.44° 4M270

g2.a° BEG° 402617 311° 4817 574 10008° 1878 108 4807

Valley Head 11893 grpe  pgey 4o7iee  19° 4302 473 1T 1976 498" 413083

Statewide April 2015  67.11° | 91° Huntswille 30.1° Russelhille  4.82° 22107 Clanion 3467 Anmiston
April Norm  62.84° / 87 2stafions 18° Valley Head 479 0.0E" Mobile 8.80" Brewion

M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record
wThis data is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction

* This record differs from long-t2m data in the ADSC dimate dakEbase:
hitpr-/inssic. wuah edwaldimate'dimate/daly_cimate_and_normals php
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network {CoCoRAHS)
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April 1017 Alabama Climate Beport * Office of the Alabama Climatologist * hitp:/fosste.wab. edufaose/
The University of Alabama in Huonesville

Total Precip.

# Statioms

320
574

[t
ia

na.

na.
6358

na.

483
380

na.

na.

487

746

6.04

na.

na.

212

341

331

302

na.

na.

497

34

562

724

317

3T

na.

512

na.

na.

na.

na.

na.

L I N Y o . e Y S e O = O R S L L = = e T s I L T - T O e o T o Y S R o T - = o O o

Apeil 2017

Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 324 1
Jackson 576 [
Jefferson 6.65 16
Lamar na. 0
Lauderdale 524 10
Lawrence 535 2
Lee 435 4
Limestone 5.26 9
Lowndes na. ]
Macon 609 1
Madison 373 9
Marengo na. 0
Marion 5.37 1
Marshall 563 10
Mobile T.23 15
Monroe 6.72 2
Montgomery 373 4
Morgan 454 6
Perry Ia. 0
Pickens 7.27 1
Pike I.a. 0
Randolph 351 2
Russell 375 2
St. Clair 646 5
Shelby 643 18
Sumter na. 0
Talladega 6.28 4
Tallapoosa 149 2
Tuscaloosa §.22 5
Walker na. 0
Washington 382 1
Wilcox 645 2
Winston 7.27 2

Normal
April
Precipitation*
Abbeville ...........4.08°
Albera ...............488°
Alex City ..ooeveeee 4067
Aliceville ... 526"
Andalusia ...........4.88°
Azhland ..............4.64°
Athens ... 453"
Bay Minette ... 231"
Billingsley ........... =.00°
Cenfreville WSMO 5027
Chatom .............5.01"
Claibome L&D ... 4.25°
Clayton ... 4.25°
Cauphin lsl. ... 4.31°
Elba oo 4527
Eufaula Wl ... 3.56°
Evergreen ..............4.51"
Fayette ... a7
GenevaZ ... 3.9
Gresmille ... 471"
Halewville ... o.48°
Hamilion 35 ........... 5.B58°
Heflin ..o 5267
Hurtshoro ... Jax
Jasper ... 508"
Lafayette ... L.15"
Livingston ..............5.107
Melwin ..............538°
Milstead ..... ... 4.58°
Moulton ... 5.1e°
Oneonta .............. =.01°
Pemyville ... o.08°
Plartersville ........... 5.18°
Fock Mills ... 4490
RFockford ... L2y
Sylacauga ... 474"
Union Springs ........4.45°
Uniortown ... 4 64"
Vermon ... 202
Warmior LED ... 512
Wetumpka ... 4 .68°

"Southeast Regloral Tamate Cenber
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New Local Climate Records'

April 2017
Maximum High Temperature, Daily Precipitation, Daily
e Prewoas Presioes Pericd of Mew Pressiores Presipes  Pend of
Rmcoed Hofest Record Record Recoed Fear Record  Record
] Diay 03 April 2017
02 April 2017 ADDISON 180 20010403 145 T9
FTBENNING LAWSON FD 88 2010-04-02 36 B8 CAHABA PLIMP HOUSE 172 19890403 070 35
03 April 217 GAINESVILLE LOCK 323 19790403 202 69
FTBENNING LAWSON FD 88 2042-04-03 88 ] HALEYVILLE 65 19770403 278 114
05 April 2017 HAMILTON 35 255 19840403 187 55
MOBILE OT AIRPORT BE 2ME-04-05 82 ] JASPER 237 WN-0403 160 56
MOBILE REGLAIRPORT 86  1988-04-05 85 ] MOBILE DT ARPORT 274 19500403 255 68
06 April 2017 MOBILE REGLAIRPORT 244 49500403 178 69
DAUFHIN ISLAMD No 2 82  2008-04-06 7B 49 SULLIGENT 760 0000403 245 33
JACKSON 87  198B-04-06 86 a3 TUSCALOOSAMUMIAPRT 270 20000403 183 69
13 April 217 WALNUT GROVE 152 19790403 132 76
BANKHEAD LOCK & DAM 96  1998-04-13 36 &0 WARRIOR LOCK & DAM 270 19790403 241 54
14 April 2017 04 April 2017
HAMILTOM 3 5 BE  2M0-04-14 &7 55 HOLT LOCK AND DiAM 345 20010404 130 36
RUSSELLVILLE No 2 BE  1977-04-14 85 63 TUSCALOOSAOLIVER DAM 270 19570404 200 117
15 April 2017 05 April 2017
HALEYWVILLE B 1981-0445 B85 114 ANMISTON METROAPORT 346 19480405 3 114
ZB April 2017 BESSEMER 3 WSW 184 19940405 155 40
CHATOM 93  1996-04-28 91 67 08 April 2017
20 April 2017 CLAIBORNELOCK & DAM 470 49530406 135 &4
MONTGOMERY AIRPORT 80  2046-04-20 39 ] 18 April 2017
0 April 2017 RUSSELLVILLE No 2 150 19730418 118 &3
DEMCPOLIS LAD B8 1952-04-30 &8 65 73 April 2017
RUSSELLVILLE Mo 2 740 19960422 165 63
73 April 2017
ADDISON 257 19950423 193 79
: . GADSDEN 180 19950423 120 64
Max High Temperature, April 7 At 2017
Mew  Prewiour  Previouz Peredof  PINE APPLE 45 19970427 130 49
Fecond Hobe=t R=gord Ri=cord

Day
13 April 2017

BANKHEAD LOCK & DAM 86  1987-04-22 94 60

Minimum Low Temperature, Daily

Dlay
09 April 2017
FTBENNING LAWSON FD_...._34 2045-04-08 35 BB

' nede.noaa.govicdo-web/datatools/records
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Contact:
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Bob Clymer
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The University of Alabama in Huntsville
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256-961-7771
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