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People are starting to ask: What impact will a large pool of cool-
er than normal water out in the middle of the equatorial Pacific
Ocean have on this summer’s weather in Alabama?

NOAA has issued a La Nifia “watch” for the upcoming year, and
sea surface temperatures in that part of the Pacific are already
cooler than normal, after being warmer than normal during the
just passed El Nifio Pacific Ocean warming event.

We will most likely be in the transition between the two this sum-
mer, which history tells us means a slightly higher than normal
chance of a summer than is warmer and drier than seasonal
Dr. John Christy, Alsbarna State Climatologist - NOrMS, especially in the southern two-thirds of the state.

“Slightly higher than normal” means that if most summers have a 50/50 shot at being warmer or
cooler, a La Nifia transition summer might have a 55 or 60 percent chance of being warmer and
drier. We've had wetter and cooler La Nifia summers in the past, but that's the way statistics some-
times work.

That slightly higher than normal chance of warmer and drier also extends into the winter during a La
Nifia year, especially the closer you are to the Gulf. La Nifia pushes northern and Ohio Valley states
toward cooler and wetter (brrrrr) winters. North Alabama is sort of in the pivot area between the
two, so we can go either way or one and then the other. And then back. It's what makes our weather
SO ... interesting.

El Nifio warming and La Nifia cooling do these things, in part, by pushing around the jet stream over
North America. El Nifio tends to pull the jet stream further south, while La Nifia tends to keep the jet
stream more anchored in the north. But that's just a tendency, not a long range forecast.

June 1 is the start of the Atlantic hurricane season, and we are still in the longest major hurricane
“drought” in U.S. history. Hurricane Wilma, in 2005, was the last major hurricane (category 3 or
larger) to hit the U.S., so this drought is going on eleven years. The previous longest streak without
a major hurricane was eight years.

We should note Atlantic hurricanes tend to be more frequent during La Nifia years (not always, but
more so than normal), so this might be a good time to make your severe weather plans for this sum-
mer and fall.
- John Christy
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for May 2, 2016
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Statiom  Apml Mean
Bepan Aprl Noom

Anmiston 21903

Auburm 171893

Bimmingham 11930

Brewton 41877

Calera siiso0

Clanton 21893

Courtland

Cuollman  7rso7

Decatur 271820

Dothan 2o

Fairhope 1917

CGadsden 71893

Gainesville Lock sns4s

Greensbhoro 271890

Highland Home 371892

Huntsville 1nsse

Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

April 2016
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New Local Climate Records'
April 2016

Precipitation, Daily

New

Rmcoed
0 April 2018
ALEXAMDER CITY 147
ALICEVILLE LAND D 202
ASHLAND 267
BANKHEAD LOCK & DAM 180
BELLE MIMA 1.72

CAHABA PUMP HOUSE  1.53
CHILDERSBURG WTR PL 2.07

GAINESVILLE LOCK 142
HOLT LOCK AMD DAM 185
JASPER 240
JOMES BLUFF L&D 4132
LAY DAM 29
ROCH MILLS 2490
RUSSELLVILLE No. 2 1.80
SAND MT SUBSTATION 184
SYLACALGA 4 NE 258
TUSCALDCSA OLIVER DM 2.02
WARRIOR LOCK & DAM 278
02 April 2048

DALPHIM ISLAND Mo, 2 2229
ENTERPRISE 2 W 455
FARIRHOPE 2 NE 434
ROBERTSDALE 447
11 April 2016

BESSEMER 3 WS5W 1.76
TUSCALOCSA MUMNI APRT 223
12 April 201d

ADDISON 1482

CAHABA PUMP HOUSE 252
HOLT LOCK AND DAM 2100
MILLERS FERRY LADAM 1.55

SYLACALIGA 4 NE 193
LINIONTOWN 242
1T April 2018
GENEVA NUMBER 2 035
30 April 2018
HAMILTOM 3 § 1.50
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1986-04-30
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
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April 2016
Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 1003 1
Jackson 330 7
Jefferson 4384 13
Lamar na. 0
Lauderdale 491 11
Lawrence 564

Lee B.B2 3
Limestone 444 10
Lowmndes ma. 0
Macon na. 0
Madison 315 46
Marengo na. 0
Marion 7.62 1
Marshall 356 10
Mobile 6.56 14
Monroe 6.67 2
Montgomery 921 3
Morgan 477 5
Peiry na. 0
Pickens 693 1
Pike mna. 0
Randolph 6.20 2
Fussell 6.18 2

St. Clair 465 5
Shelby 501 17
Sumter mna. 0
Talladega 534 4
Tallapoosa 6.20 -
Tuscaloosa 5.88 5
Walker na. 0
Washington 463 1
Wilcox 509 2
Winston 576 2

Normal
April
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 408"
Alberta ... 485"
Alex City ...............4.56"
Aliceville ... 526"
Andalesia ...........4.88"
Aghland .............. 454"
Athems ... 453
Bay Minstte ... LAt
Bessemer ... 4 8607
Billimgsley ........... 500"
Cenfreville WSMO | 5.02°
Chalom ... 501"
Claibome L&D ... 425"
Clayton ................ 425"
Crauphin lsl. ..........4.317
Elba . 4.52°
EufaulaWh ... 3.56°
Evengresn .. 4.51°
Fayette ... 575"
Geneva? ... 392
Greemwille ... 471"
Haleyville ... o.48°
Hamilion 35 ... 5.88°
Heflin ... 026"
Hurtsboro ... g
Jasper ... 2087
Lafayetie ... 515"
Livingston ... 2.107
Melwin .............538"
Migtead ............... 459"
Moulton ... 516"
Oneonta ... 501"
Permplle ... <.06"
Planterswille .........5.18"
Fock Mills .......... 4.90°
Fockford ............ .23
Sylacauga .......... 474"
Union Springs ........ 4.45°
Unicrtown ... 4 64"
Vemon ... 2.0F
Warrior L&D ... 512"
Wetumpka ... 4 628"

"Southeast Reglonal Cimates Cepber
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"r %1 Climate Extremes
| oldest Wettest - Driest

Statewide Average Temperature 3 Statewide Average Precipitation
I http://lwww.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html b http://www.sercc;c'(_;)mlclin1a@nf<ﬁ>/nmnthly_seasongl.htlﬁl -

Record begins in 1895 . Record begins in 1895
January January

Hottest 1. 1950 58.9° Wettest 1. 1936 11.49”

2 1937 57.0° 2. 1925 10.08"

3 1974  55.0° 3. 1947  9.97”

4. 1907 53.6° 4, 1937  9.10”

5. 1949 52.7° 5. 1972 8.52"

6 1952 52.4° 6. 1990 8.44"

7 1932 51.9° 7. 1946 8.37"

8. 1916 51.8° 8. 1974  8.20"

9. 1933 51.4° 9. 1998 8.14"

10. 1913 51.2° 10. 1926 7.96"

11. 2006  51.1° 11. 1999 7.94"

12. 1923 50.9° 12. 1979 7.68"

AVG 45.0° AVG 5.06”

47. 2015 43.5° 52. 2015 4.35”

12. 1961 39.2° 12. 1935 2.76"

11. 1963 39.1° 11. 1941 2.72"

10. 1905 38.6° 10. 2014 2.70”

9. 1948 38.5° 9. 1956 2.68"

8 1970  38.0° 8. 2003 2.33”

7 1979 37.8° 7. 1907 2.21"

6. 1918 37.4° 6. 1914  2.14"

5. 2014  37.3° 5. 1986 2.13”

4 1985 37.2° 4, 1909 2.05”

3 1978 35.6° 3. 1928 1.52”

2 1977  33.3° 2. 1981 1.33”

Coldest 1. 1940 32.1° Driest 1. 1927 1.277
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