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This month we note the 50th anniversary of what was, according 
to many sources, the driest month in Alabama’s recorded weath-
er record, going back to 1895. The average statewide rainfall for 
the entire month of October 1963 was only 0.04”. 
 
The U.S. Weather Bureau’s weather recap for that month noted, 
“The dryness of previous months ... reached record proportions 
in October and resulted in severe drought in many areas.”  
 
Rain in early November, the bureau said, ended “the longest pe-
riod of consecutive days (32) without measureable precipitation 
at Washington, D.C., since records began in 1871. Other stations 
with similar records were Albany, N.Y. (23), Cleveland, Ohio (27), 
Colombus, Ohio (48), and Knoxville, Tenn. (32).” 

 
Muscle Shoals also went 32 days without any measureable rain, while Huntsville, Anniston and 
Tuscaloosa went 33 days without rain. On Nov. 1, the Huntsville Times reported, “Scottsboro had 
reported 0.15 inches of rain this morning at 8 a.m., the first measureable rainfall since Sept. 23.” 
 
That is 38 days without rain. 
 
The Weather Bureau’s 10/63 report said 68 of 102 weather stations in Alabama had no rain that 
month; the National Climatic Data Center’s database says 132 of 181 stations had 0.00” of rain. The 
wettest city in the state was Garden City, which reported a grand total of 0.58” for the month. 
 
October 1963 came after a drier than normal August (2.81”) and September (3.24”), capping that 
summer’s drought. Water shortages were reported in several cities. The Big Spring in Huntsville 
was completely dry. The fall hunting season was cancelled. An Associated Press story on Oct. 30, 
1963, reported: “All Alabama forest have been ordered closed in the wake of the state’s worst day 
of woods fires this year ... More than 3,000 acres were blackened Tuesday.” 
 
The state’s forests were so dry, the Tennessee Valley district of the Boy Scouts of America ordered 
its scouts to avoid starting any fires “and in addition should not even go into woodlands during the 
hazardous conditions now existing.” (More than 28,000 acres — almost 44 square miles — of Ala-
bama forest burned in October 1963.) 
 
On the last day of October, the Decatur Daily noted: “According to official rainfall records, only 0.02 
of an inch of rain fell (in Decatur) ... Comparing this figure with charts that go back to 1879, it is the 
lowest amount for October with one exception — only a trace of rain was recorded in October, 



1924.” 
 
October is usually the driest month of the year in Alabama, with a normal statewide average 
rainfall of only 2.9 inches. November is the second driest at 3.71. Those are the only months 
where the average rainfall is less than four inches. So it isn’t really surprising when you look 
at the driest months since 1895: 
 
Alabama’s driest months 
 
 1.            Oct. 1963            0.04” 
 2.            Nov. 1924            0.29” 
 3.            Oct. 1904            0.32” 
 4.            Oct. 1938            0.35” 
 5.            Oct. 1939            0.35” 
 6.            Oct. 1924            0.37” 
 7.            Oct. 1978            0.44” 
 8.            April 1915           0.55” 
 9.            Oct. 1987            0.56” 
10.            Oct. 1944            0.60” 
11.            Oct. 2005            0.61” 
12.            Sept. 1984          0.66” 
 
As far as the current weather, the cool and wet summer gave way to a more typical Septem-
ber, with warm and dry periods that were appreciated by farmers waiting for their crops to 
mature for harvesting. In our sample of stations, the statewide average temperature for the 
month was 0.1° warmer than normal for September, while the average rainfall was 3.11” — 
more than an inch below the norm of 4.20” for September. 
 
As we noted last month, 2013 had a good shot at becoming only the sixth year since 1883 in 
which no station in Alabama reached 100°. We had one station hit 99°, but we didn’t hit 100° 
at any official station in the state. The only other times that has happened in the past 120 
years were 1965, 1974, 1994, 2001, and 2003.

- John Christy
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Statewide Average Temperature
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Record begins in  1895

  1. 1925 69.21°
  2. 1921 68.79°
  3. 1927 68.71°
  4. 1911 68.42°
  5. 1938 68.29°
  6. 1932 68.24°
   2012 68.24°
  8. 1945 68.18°
  9. 1954 68.14°
10. 1933 68.02°
11. 1935 67.89°
12. 1952 67.82°

 AVG 66.10°

34. 2013 65.32°

12. 1961 64.48°
11. 1969 64.47°
10. 1996 64.34°
  9. 1960 64.32°
  8. 1971 64.29°
   1968 64.18°
  6. 1984 64.18°
  5. 1979 64.10°
  4. 1958 64.00°
  3. 1978 63.96°
  2. 1983 63.72°
  1. 1940 63.49°

Year-to-date
Hottest

Coldest

January 
through 
Sept. 
2013
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Statewide Average Precipitation
http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html

Record begins in 1895

Year to Date
  1. 1975 61.51”
  2. 1979 58.28”
  3. 1946 57.63”
  4. 2003 55.69”
  5. 1939 55.28”
  6. 1973 54.30”
  7. 1991 53.70”
  8. 2013 53.47”
  9. 1929 53.08”
10. 1961 52.85”
11. 2009 52.79”
12. 1944 52.76”

 AVG 42.35”

12. 1968 32.52”
11. 1898 32.07”
10. 1986 31.57”
  9. 1930 31.16”
  8. 2000 30.57”
  7. 1931 30.39”
  6. 1914 30.02”
  5. 1927 29.03”
  4. 1925 28.56”
  3. 2007 28.29”
  2. 1904 28.01”
  1. 1954 24.68” 

Wettest

Driest

January
through
Sept. 
2013
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