
Volume 3, Number 10, July 2013

After more than two years of below normal rainfall (starting about 
July 2010), it seems the climate decided to make up for it in July. 
Several stations in both southeast and northwest Alabama report-
ed more than 19 inches of rain during the month. The statewide 
average for our 26-station sample was almost double the normal 
rainfall for July: 9.14” for the sample average, against the July norm 
of 5.14”.

If that average holds up in the official statewide measurements 
that come out later in August, it could make July 2013 one of the 
two or three wettest Julys in the state’s climate record.

Six stations in our sample had their wettest July on record and one 
of those, Decatur, had both its wettest July and its wettest July day. 

Decatur’s 11.11” for the month broke the July record of 10.89” set in 1958, while the 6.61 inches of 
rain that fell on Decatur on July 3 broke the single July day record of 4.65 inches set on July 16, 1950.

Stations in our sample with their wettest July on record were:

As is so often the case, wet weather is also cooler weather. The statewide average for our sample 
was a full three degrees F cooler than the July norm: 77.1° to 80.1° If that three degree chill holds up 
in the official record, it could make July 2013 the second coolest July on record. It would be second 
only to July 1967, when the statewide average temperature was a mild 76.1°. 

The rain and cloudiness were so extensive in the first week of July that the official station at Hunts-
ville saw 89 consecutive hours (i.e. almost 4 full days) below 80°F – a stretch that long not seen since 



July 1979.  I suspect the average Alabamian was able to save a little money on their electric 
bills this month by giving the A/C a rest.

We are still watching for hurricanes and other tropical systems that might bring even more 
rain and cool temperatures to the state.

- John Christy
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