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While 2013 proved to be the driest calendar year since records be-
gan in the 1800s (in California), several Alabama stations recorded 
annual rainfall that was substantially heavier than normal. And it 
seemed that the further east you were, the wetter it was.

Of the state’s major cities, Dothan led the way with 77.91 inches of 
year during 2013. That is 24.04” more than normal. Anniston saw 
75.28 inches of rain, a full 25.73 inches more than a normal year. 
That was the calendar year record rainfall in Anniston, in a climate 
record that goes back to 1904. It was also the first time Anniston 
had more than 70 inches of rain in a year. Birmingham got 67.87 
inches (14.28 inches above normal).

City                  ‘13 rain    Anomaly
Dothan             77.91”      +24.04”
Anniston          75.28”      +25.73”
Mobile              69.24”      +3.26”
Birmingham    67.87”      +14.28”
Huntsville        58.29”      +4.11”
Montgomery   56.22”      +3.29”

A co-op station in Guntersville, with a record that goes back to 1905, reported 82.27” of rain for 2013. 

A CoCoRAHS station just outside of Trussville reported 90.24” of rain for the year, while a station 
outside of Clayhatchee reported 89.83 inches. Other CoCoRAHS stations reporting more than 85 
inches of rain for 2013 included Munford 5.0 SSE (86.84”), Huntsville 5.9 SE (86.39”), and Guntersville 
2.2 SW (85.53”).

Although the year started with a warm January, 2013 will be remembered for a cool spring — in 
places, March was colder than January — and for an especially cool and wet July and August. Day-
time high temperatures were cooler than normal statewide for the spring and the summer, with no 
station in Alabama hitting the 100° mark in 2013.

2013 difference from normal
                    Daily              Hi             Lo
Huntsville                       -1.6°         -0.6°
Birmingham                   -1.5°        +0.1°
Montgomery                 +0.6°        +1.1°
Mobile                            +0.1°        -0.2°



December, by comparison was warmer than normal — on average 0.7° F warmer than the 
December norm according to our statewide 25-city sample. Both Decatur and Troy saw their 
warmest December days on record: Decatur at 79° on Dec. 5 and Troy at 83° on Dec. 6.

At the same time, two major cold weather systems brought heavier than normal rainfall to 
the state. Our preliminary average was 7.44” for the month, which is just over 2.5” more than 
normal. Talladega had its wettest December on record, with 10.37” of rain. That broke the 
8.43” record set in 1983.

And we should note, as much of the state recovers from the arctic cold, the recently passed 
50 anniversary of the Dec. 31, 1963-Jan. 1, 1964 blizzard that dropped record snow across the 
south, including most of Alabama. We have gathered a few resources about that storm and 
linked them to our website.

Enjoy reading them and, stay warm.

- John Christy
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Record begins in  1895

  1. 1927 67.80°
  2. 1925 67.28°
  3. 1921 67.23°
  4. 1938 66.95°
  5. 1911 66.77°
  6. 1935 66.74°
  7. 1945 66.64°
  8. 1933 66.64°
  9. 1949 66.45°
10. 1922 66.41°
11. 1954 66.40°
12. 2012 66.18°

 AVG 64.81°

33. 2013 64.07°

12. 1966 63.35°
11. 1992 63.31°
10. 1967 63.22°
  9. 1958 63.15°
  8. 1969 63.14°
  7. 1996 63.08°
  6. 1968 62.94°
  5. 1979 62.93°
  4. 1901 62.89°
   1983 62.80°
  2. 1940 62.80°
  1. 1976 62.38°

Year-to-date
Hottest

Coldest

January 
through 
Nov. 
2013
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Statewide Average Precipitation
http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html

Record begins in 1895

Year to Date
  1. 1975     71.42”
  2. 1929 66.69”
  3. 1979 65.83”
  4. 2009 64.46”
  5. 1946 63.89”
  6. 1948 63.47”
  7. 2003 62.20”
  8. 1964 61.37”
  9. 1983 61.32”
10. 1973 61.12”
11. 1989 60.14”
12. 1997 59.71”

14. 2013 58.17”

 AVG 48.94”

12. 1968 38.20”
11. 1925 38.13”
10. 1921 38.03”
  9. 1899 37.36”
  8. 1924 37.16”
  7. 1897 36.56”
  6. 1914 36.41”
  5. 2007 35.57”
  4. 1927 34.20”
  3. 1931 34.17”
  2. 1904 30.80”
  1. 1954 28.94”

Wettest

Driest

January
through
Nov. 
2013
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