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We all know what droughts are — long periods with little or no rain 
and snow. This is exactly what is happening in California this year, 
where some locations are tallying their lowest rain and snowfall 
totals in recorded history. Some of Alabama’s counties had their 
worst drought on record in 2007.

But there are other types of “long periods” with little or no some-
thing. The Chicago Cubs are in a World Series Championship 
drought (over a century and counting). In football, Vanderbilt is 
in a drought that began in 1944, the year after the Commodores 
enjoyed their last unbeaten and untied season.

One record “drought” was set this year in the last weekend in April, 
a record length for a tornado drought starting in the calendar year. 

In 2014, the U.S. experienced its latest date for a major tornado, setting a record.

An EF-3 tornado that caused at least 15 injuries in Beaufort County, N.C., on April 25 was the first 
major tornado in the U.S. this year, setting a record for the latest first major tornado in a calendar 
year since National Weather Service record keeping began in 1950, according to scientists in UAH’s 
Severe Weather Institutes — Radar and Lightning Laboratories.

The previous record was set in 2002, when there were no EF-3 or stronger tornadoes in the U.S. until 
March 31.

UAH scientists who study severe weather declined to attribute what was at that point a weaker-than-
usual tornado season to a specific cause, although they did speculate that cool temperatures over 
much of the U.S. so far this spring might have contributed to the dearth of powerful storms.

Of course, Alabama’s portion in that drought disappeared with a vengence last week, with powerful 
storms that hit several places around the state.

Another record drought that affects Alabama is still in place and growing each day. The U.S. has not 
had a major hurricane make landfall since Oct 24, 2005, when hurricane Wilma hit south Florida. 
This is the longest such period in the recorded history of U.S. hurricanes.

As the storms of the past week prove, you can’t think of a storm drought as a trend. Think of it as a 
warning, because tornadoes, hurricanes and other kinds of bad weather will continue to occur, so it 
makes sense to be both weather aware and weather prepared.



With the heavy rain at the end of the month, Alabama was generally wetter than normal for 
April. Mobile and Baldwin counties were especially hard hit, with Mobile experiencing its 3rd 
wettest day on record (for any day of the year) on April 29 with 11.24 inches of rain falling in 
24 hours. The wettest day was April 13, 1955, with 13.36 inches of rain.

According to the 25 CoCoRAHS volunteers there, Baldwin County got just over 23.5 inches of 
rain during April, including five stations that reported 24-hour rain totals of greater than 18 
inches on April 29-30.

Dothan, Mobile and Troy all recorded their wettest Aprils on record.

Temperature wise, most of the state was within 1 degree F of normal. Of the major stations, 
only Montgomery (+1.6° F) and Troy (+1.2° F) were warmer by more than 1° F, but just a bit.

- John Christy
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