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Warmer and wetter. That was November, at least for most of us in 
Alabama.

 
With more than 12 and a quarter inches of rain at the official 
weather station, Dothan saw its wettest November in the 120-
year climate record. The solitary CoCoRAHS volunteer in Houston 
County reported 11.9 inches for the month, which also would be a 
November record.

 
Anniston (3.84”), Dothan (4.82”), Huntsville (3.87”) and Opelika 
(4.10”) all recorded their wettest November day on record, while 
82 day-specific rain records were broken. That includes the 4.25” 
that fell on Talladega, breaking the Nov. 7 record set in 1943, and 
the 2.37” that fell on Evergreen, breaking the Nov. 19 record set in 

1928.
 
Of course, there were exceptions. Birmingham, Clanton, Greensboro, Mobile and Muscle Shoals all 
saw less rain in November than normal. Thomasville got exactly one inch less than normal.
 
It isn’t surprising that November was also warmer than normal. Our sample of cities showed the 
mean temperature for the month was more than five degrees warmer than normal for November 
(59.12° for the month compared to the norm of 53.98°). That’s a pretty common pattern for Ala-
bama, where we get big rain when a cold front (or in this case three cold fronts) slams into warm,
moist air typically flowing up from the coast.
 
In our sample of 25 cities, only four didn’t top 80 degrees in November. Montgomery saw its all-time 
November high of 88° on November 6.
 
And, as usual, temperatures were more consistent than rainfall. None of the 25 cities and towns on 
our monthly survey was cooler than normal in November.
 
Next month it will be time to look back at the highlights (or otherwise) from 2015. We might have to 
spend a couple of paragraphs looking at the record-setting snowfall we had in February.
 
Do you remember the February snow? That seems like a long time ago.
 
Have a merry Christmas, happy holidays and a joyous New Year.
- John Christy
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Record begins in  1895

  1. 1921 65.7°
  2. 1927 65.6°
  3. 1911 65.3°
  4. 1922 65.2°
  5. 1933 65.1°
   1998 65.1°
  7. 1925 65.0°
  8. 1990 64.9°
   2012 64.9°
10. 1938 64.5°
11. 2007 64.4°
12. 1896 64.3°

 AVG 63.1°

24. 2014 62.2°

 1963 61.7°
11. 1966 61.7°
10. 1895 61.6°
  9. 1960 61.5°
   1901 61.4°
   1969 61.4°
  6. 1979 61.4°
   1940 61.2°
   1958 61.2°
  3. 1983 61.2°
  2. 1968 61.0°
  1. 1976 60.7°
 

Year-to-date
Hottest

Coldest

January 
through 
Dec. 
2014
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Statewide Average Precipitation
http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html

Record begins in 1895

Year to Date
  1. 1929 75.08”
  2. 1975 74.77”
  3. 2009 73.78”
  4. 1983 70.36”
  5. 1961 69.83”
  6. 1979 67.92”
  7. 1948 67.64”
  8. 1973 67.17”
  9. 1912 66.56”
10. 1964 66.50”
11. 1919 65.97”
12. 1900 65.85”

56. 2014 55.95”

 AVG 55.10”

 1941 46.19”
12. 1910 46.19”
11. 1896 46.16”
 1981 45.80”
  9. 1930 45.80”
  8. 1921 45.44”
  7. 1914 45.33”
  6. 1968 45.22”
  5. 1931 43.84”
  4. 2000 42.50”
  3. 1904 40.60”
  2. 2007 37.87”
  1. 1954 35.39”

Wettest

Driest

January
through
Dec. 
2014
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