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A little drier and much warmer. That was November for most 
Alabamians. 

November was the first month this year with drier than normal 
conditions that exceeded the one-inch mark (1.15 inches drier 
than normal). Six stations (Anniston Metropolitan airport, Foley 
2.0 SSW, Wadley NR 2, Florence 6.1 N, Jasper, & Fayette 5.6 N) 
recorded less than an inch of rainfall. Anniston recorded their 
driest November in 118 years with only 0.03 inches of rainfall! 

Typically for Alabama, if a month in the fall is drier than normal, 
it is also cooler than normal, mainly due to the lack of the warm 
tropical moisture (and associated rainfall). However, this was 
not the case for Alabama this November. It was 4.9°F warmer 
than normal. In fact, it was the 10th warmest November in 126 

years. November 1985 was the warmest with an average temperature of 7.7°F above normal. 
Five stations (Geneva No 2, Dothan Regional airport, Bon Secour-USDA, Andalusia-Opp airport, 
and Highland Home #2) recorded the hottest spot of month at 87°F. In contrast, Scottsboro 
recorded the coldest spot of month at 26°F during a cold snap at the start of the month on 
November 4th.

Speaking of cold weather, parts of Alabama saw their first snowfall on November 30th with 
trace amounts reaching as far south as Birmingham. One would expect this early snowfall to 
be a record, considering snow is not common in Alabama. However, Alabama has had earlier 
measurable snowfalls. The earliest snowfall in Huntsville occurred on November 2nd 1966, in 
Birmingham occurred on November 24th 1938, in Montgomery occurred on December 5th 
1886, and in Mobile occurred on December 8th 2017.

With only one month to go in 2020, how will Alabama’s temperature and rainfall stack up 
against the other 125 years? To date, the average temperature is the 7th warmest and the 
rainfall is the 4th wettest. Possible outcomes for the 2020 averages depend on how warm/cold 
and wet/dry December is for Alabama. The table below outline the possible outcomes for 2020:

SCENARIO DECEMBER TEMPERATURE/RAINFALL OUTCOME RANK TEMPERATURE/RAINFALL
TOP 20 WARMEST/WETTEST 50.1°F / 7.22 inches 6th warmest / 4th wettest
TOP 40 WARMEST/WETTEST  48.6°F / 6.08 inches 7th warmest / 4th wettest
DECEMBER NORMAL  46.4°F / 5.15 inches 11th warmest / 5th wettest
TOP 40 COLDEST/DRIEST 45.1°F / 4.02 inches 13th warmest / 6th wettest
TOP 20 COLDEST/DRIEST 42.8°F / 3.29 inches 13th warmest / 6th wettest

From the table, it is very likely that Alabama will have a top 6 wettest year on record for 2020. 
Temperature-wise, there is more variability in the ranking but at least a top 13 warmest year on 
record is likely.
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Lawn & Garden Index
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Alabama Monthly Climate  Summaries
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re c ords
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(cont.)
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re cords
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Vo lun tee r  Precipitation Reports
(CoC o R AHS )
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