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May's weather was interesting. Tropical storm Alberto visited
the state on the 28th and 29th dropping enough rain in parts
of Alabama to alleviate some minor drought conditions in the
southern and eastern areas. In fact, Montgomery received 3.50”
of rain over these two days with additional rainfall occurring in
the soupy air left in the tropical system’s wake. This brought
the monthly rainfall total to 6.14”, 2.60" above the normal for
the month and a welcome relief. As the storm weakened into
a tropical depression, the heaviest rainfall transitioned to the
system’s northwest side, dousing some areas from Birming-
ham to Muscle Shoals with 2-4" of rainfall. The official tropical
storm/hurricane season begins on 1 June, so Alberto was a few
days premature. This is not unusual, however, as the past 3
hurricane seasons have also featured tropical systems that de-
veloped prior to the “official” start of the season.

Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

Temperature wise, the state was a good bit above average from around +3°F at the Gulf to +6
°F at the Tennessee border. Indeed Huntsville’'s May average temperature finished second
behind May 1962 as the hottest May by the slimmest of margins. When you add up all of the
daily high temperatures (2696) and daily low temperatures (2019) for the month, May 2018
summed to 4715. The total in 1962 was 4716. The average temperature for 2018 then was
76.048 °F while in 1962 it was 76.065 °F. It doesn't get any closer than that. However, at 76.0
F, Muscle Shoals recorded it's warmest May, surpassing 75.4 °F observed in 1902 and 1962.

Those warm temperatures were influenced by a mid-month heat spell with high temperature
records in the mid-90's set in several cities. In terms of rainfall, the state averaged slightly less
than normal in the NW to much above normal in the SE with Dothan, for example, measuring
11.93 inches, over 8 inches above average.

Every month since October 2010 we, in the State Climatologist's Office at UAH, have provided
you with timely information and stories regarding Alabama’s climate. The person responsible
for assembling these reports from the beginning was Phil Gentry, our Director of Communica-
tions - indeed he came up with the idea for this monthly state report. Phil kept up his routine
to produce this report and managed many other media activities of the State Climatologist,
as well as numerous stories generated by the researchers (The Global Temperature Report
for example), faculty and students in the Earth System Science Center and the Department
and Atmospheric Science even as he dealt with cancer these past four years. We are deeply
saddened to report that Phil passed away from complications due to cancer on May 15th. As



a writer, photographer and self-taught graphics artist, Phil was able to assemble all of the nec-
essary pieces of a story and build a bridge to carry the sometimes egg-headed pontifications
of scientists into the realm of useful information for the broad readership we serve today.

Phil leaves a huge gap for us to fill as we continue to provide you as best we can the kind of
information you request.

- John Christy



U.S. Drought Monitor June 5, 2018

(Released Thursday, Jun. 7, 2018)

Alabama Valid 8 am, EDT

Intensity:

DO Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought
- D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. See
accompanying text summary for forecast
statements.

Author:

Anthony Artusa
NOAAMNWS/MNCEP/CPC
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

May 2018

May Mean May High Temp | May Low Temp | Total Precip. | Wettest May | Heaviest May
May Norm Record High Record Low |Normal Precip. | Driest May Record May
P 74.2 92 5/14/18 49 5/1/18 3.72" 8.50" 1983 | 0.99" 5/20/18
69.4 08 5/16/62 34 5/13/60 4.16" 1.81" 1977 | 3.32" 5/19/83
P 748 93 5/13/18 57 5/1/18 482" 10.33" 1915 | 1.26" 5/23/18
71.7 98 5/27/1911 35 5/13/60 3.75" 36" 1914 4.53" 5/7/15
- 75.5 93 5/14/18 55 5/1/18 6.98" 9.57" 1983 | 1.39" 5/16/18
ERmmrghiom 70.4 99 5/28/62 36 5/4/71 4.83" 88" 2000 3.85" 5/6/67
. 736 93.0 5/14/18 53.1 5/7/18 444 15.97" 1991 | 1.75" 5/28/18
70.9 100 5/26/33 34 5/4/71 5.56" 85" 1988 | 5.00+ 5/10/95
S 75.2 93 5/14/18 52 5/1/18 7.50" 9.00" 2003 | 2.29" 5/29/18
69.5 98 5/21/62 31 5/13/60 4.02" 34" 1977 | 3.65" 5/12/12
S 723 91.2 5/14/18 487 51118 12.67" 13.06" 1991 | 3.22" 5/29/18
70.5 99+ 5/31/45 33 5/13/60 4.36" 57" 1977 | 3.75" 5/20/46
S 7:&4 90.4 ?\215/18 47.33{1/18 4.&2 m 1.41 3’29/18
Gullman (St Bernard) 7I1V.I4 89.5 ?\220/18 437 I\5/|/1/18 2.& " m 0.66" 3’29/18
- 74.2 93 5/15/18 46 5/1/18 4.20° 8.44" 1007 | 1.35' 5/15/18
Decanrcryorkled) 70.2 100 3/31/14 34 5/2/1909 3.87" 15" 1941 | 3.50" 5/29/1912
ien 773 96 5/12/18 58 5/1/18 11.93" 873" 1047 | 3.12" 5/21/18
74.6 104 5/30/37 44 5/5/54 3.37" 45" 1962 | 4.10" 5/12/1903
Fairhops 742 93.0 5/14/18 51.3 5/17/18 5.62" 13.75" 1991 | 1.47" 5/30/18
73.3 98 5/27/53 43 5/13/60 5.60" 31" 1988 | 6.54" 5/20/81
Enfetias 70.8 87.0 5/14/18 4755/1/18 2.35" 7.75' 1973 | 0.53" 5/28/18
68.4 99 5/24/70 33 5/13/60 4.59" 1.43" 2000 | 3.22" 5/22/67
A 738 92.5 5/14/18 50.6 5/1/18 7.69" 12.17" 1978 | 4.64" 5/30/18
cHnaYigtock 70 97 5/31/77 38 5/5/86 4.43" 12" 2000 5.12" 5/1/78
731 92.3 5/14/18 52.6 5/7/18 8.70" 10.30" 1991 | 5.30" 5/30/18
Grednetion 71.9 08+ 5/24/96 37+ 5/10/66 4.47" 811992 | 4.10" 5/18/30
. M M M M 8.31" 1973 M
ki 69.4 90 5/17/62 36 5/2/63 4.47" 1.07" 1982 | 4.73" 5/3/97
) 73.7 91.6 5/14/18 53.6 5/1/18 6.94" 9.61" 1976 | 1.57" 5/28/18
ERghizand Home 70.7 98 5/22/62 40 5/13/81 4.05" 44" 2000 4.46" 5/4/78
R 76.1 95 5/14/18 50 5/1/18 417" 11.88" 1983 | 1.26" 5/25/18
69.2 96 5/20/1960 36 5/3/71 5.04" 78"2007 | 4.64" 5/16/80
s 773 97 5/14/18 56 5/7/18 5.87" 15.08" 1980 | 1.73" 5/17/18
73.5 100+ 5/27/53 43 5/13/60 6.10" 36" 1996 7.96" 5/5/81
76.2 95 5/14/18 54 5/1/18 6.14" 12.01" 1978 | 2.58" 5/29/18
Monfgomeny 723 98 5/27/53 40 5/4/71 4.14" 68" 1905 5.23" 5/9/78
T 76 95 5/15/18 50 5/1/18 478" 11.86" 1983 | 2.55" 5/29/18
68.8 99 5/29/41 36+ 5/4/71 5.30" 1.18" 1987 | 3.32" 5/17/80
E—— 718 88.5 5/15/18 44.95/1/18 6.46" 18.37" 1991 | 3.87" 5/29/18
66.3 95+ 5/27/00 31+ 5/4/76 5.87" 62" 1987 6.10" 5/8/84
712 89.4 5/14/18 43451118 2.88" 9.81" 1983 | 0.59" 5/5/18
Scatmborg 68.1 97 5/29/41 32 5/4/71 5.02" 1.27" 1992 | 5.00" 5/3/97
i 731 92.4 5/14/18 51.4 5/1/18 7.06" 9.01" 1991 | 3.39" 5/29/18
71.8 100 5/27/53 40 5/7/44 3.71" 10" 1977 3.40" 5/4/57
allaeca 73 91.3 5/14/18 46.15/1/18 2.85" 11.72" 1983 | 0.74" 5/29/18
70 96+ 5/25/96 32 5/4/71 4.71" 155" 1995 | 5.22" 5/19/83
) 726 91.3 5/14/18 49.7 5/1/18 2.10" 12.04" 1980 | 0.32" 5/16/18
Thomasyilly 72.1 99 5/31/37 36 5/13/60 4.75" 64" 1988 5.07" 5/1/40
" 74.4 95 5/13/18 50 5/1/18 3.95" 9.57" 1976 | 1.17" 5/28/18
71.2 99 5/30/37 38 5/4/71 3.73" 14" 1977 4.65" 5/6/53
76.3 96 5/14/18 51 5/1/18 4.86" 11.13" 1976 | 1.38" 5/16/18
Tedlaosa 71.9 98 5/31/51 36 5/4/76 4.55" 44" 2000 3.91" 5/1/58
Valley Head 70 87.7 5/14/18 432511718 7.05" 8.63" 1078 | 1.66" 5/29/18
66.4 94+ 5/29/62 29+ 5/4/76 4.70" 1.08" 1992 | 4.19" 5/3/97




Autauga
Baldwin
Barbour
Bibb
Blount
Bullock
Butler
Calhoun
Chambers
Cherokee
Chilton
Choctaw
Clarke
Clay
Cleburne
Coffee
Colbert
Conecuh
Coosa
Covington
Crenshaw
Cullman
Dale
Dallas
DekKalb
Elmore
Escambia
Etowah
Fayette
Franklin
Geneva
Greene
Hale
Henry

Ave. Total Precip.

Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
May 2018

# Stations

9.34

N

5.21

o)
Y

7.31

8.72

4,18

n.a.

n.a.

3.62

n.a.

5.29

13.62

2.11

4.55

n.a.

n.a.

5.39

4.55

8.89

7.01

n.a.

n.a.

2.16

6.34

9.66

4.24

8.74

4.10

n.a.

3.53

n.a.

4.45

n.a.

n.a.

n.a.

Qlo|jlo|lr[O|(,r|O|vMMVIP|IRPIWIO|IOIN|IPIIRP|IOION|IRP|IP[PRP[OINVICIO|IN|RL |

Houston
Jackson
Jefferson
Lamar
Lauderdale
Lawrence
Lee
Limestone
Lowndes
Macon
Madison
Marengo
Marion
Marshall
Mobile
Monroe
Montgomery
Morgan
Perry
Pickens
Pike
Randolph
Russell

St. Clair
Shelby
Sumter
Talladega
Tallapoosa
Tuscaloosa
Walker
Washington
Wilcox
Winston
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New Local Climate Records

May 2018

ETATION DATE PREV. DATE FREY. RECORD DIFFEREHCE
GREENSEORD, AL US 5/30f18 [N 53001 13 134 441
RUSSELLVILLE NUMBEER 2, AL 1S S/A0ME 43 LTl 1.25 &4 305
BILLINGELEY, AL U5 S/A0fE 4&2 53053 1.58 79 304
WARRIOR LOCE AMD DAM, ALLTE S/31M1e 452 LT N 1.8 &l 303
GREEMSBORD, ALTIS 5/31/18 551 S/ALT0 ER-} 126 251
GREEMVILLE, ALUE 5/29/18 g 59095 1.83 117 207
MOUTLTOM 2, AL 175 1718 353 E17780 1.75 &l 1.84
MUSCLE SHOALS REGIOMAL AIRPORT 5/28/18 255 =fpe=T bl e 77 155
CALERA, ALTIS 5/30/18 347 5/ 30/05 1.5 117 1.57
FAYETTE, AL 115 5/30/18 303 53024 1.65 108 144
ADDISON, AL IS 5/1&6/18 211 51595 0.8 11} 1.31
GEMEVA MUMBER 2, AL DS flefle 2 518715 0.75 42 1.25
HALETVILLE, AL U8 529/l 33 G985 07 115 1.23
CEMTREVILLE 2.5 3W, AL US /2918 & SIZaMas 1.4 43 1.2
HAMILTOM 3 5, ALTUTS 5/30f18 2122 530478 1.03 1.1 1.19
CLANTON, ALLTE 5/29/18 335 5910 207 123 1.1%
THORSEY EXPERIMENTAL STATION S/29/18 245 LTy 127 &l 1.18
TROT, AL 1J5 5/23/18 245 Tk T 1.3 110 1.15
GAINESVILLE LOCEK, ALUS /3118 304 53151 2 70 104
GAINESEVILLE LOCE, ALUS E/30f1e 195 Li30i7e 084 70 101
WEST BLOCTON, AL IS ElE0fe A= E30M5 156 A 054
ALICEVILLE L AND D, AL 1TS 5/31/18 20l 53191 1.15 38 .86
BILLINGELEY, AL U5 5f1718 157 51775 1.13 78 084
CEMTREVILLE 2.5 3W, AL US G/A0flE 439 53005 3.48 43 0.Aal
ADDISON, AL IS 5/30f18 153 53095 0.81 11} a.78
TUSCALODSA OLIVER DAM, AL IS GAFE zoz BI17#75 1.25 118 aFT
SELMA, AL US 5/30f18 a7 53002 185 1323 275
ALEXANDER CITY, AL TS G/A1f1E 138 GiALA0Z 0.7 48 056
ALEXANDER CITY, AL US 5/30fle 171 G370 1.25 48 056
CLANTON, ALLTE 5/31/18 122 G302 1.57 123 0455
EMTERPRISE 2 W, AL US 517718 103 517780 047 52 052
BESSEMER 3 WEW, ALUE 5/29/18 122 SiZaf0z 1.3 41 0.52
CLANTON, ALTUIE S/30/18 121 53053 1.4 123 a.51
MARION NUMCTION 2 HE AL US EE0M1E 1Ed E30M5 1.35 ] 048
OPELTEA, AL 1JS El1718 1LE5 E/17/75 1.37 &l 48
THORSREY EXPERIMEMTAL STATION 5f33f18 119 e T 0.7z & 047
WEST BLOCTOM, AL IS G/29/18 305 SIZfTT 16 7B 0AS
EMTERPRISE 2 W, AL TS G/A0flE QST Gia0fad 057y 51 04
WEET POINT, GA & G/1Af1B L&3 518z 1.3 125 .39
CLANTON, ALUS 522718 128 GizzlaT 1.6 1323 0.38
VERMNOBM, AL 175 GAIAf1IE 142 518/65 1.05 an 037
EELMA, AL 1S 5/26/18 171 BG5S 1.36 123 .35
MARION NUNCTION 2 NE, AL US 5/31f18 131 LT el o7 ;] 0.24
CAHABA FUMP HOUSE, AL S M7 O&z EI17ET 0.42 ET 0.z
ALICEVILLE L AND D, AL US 5f15/18 1 BIZEMT 1.1 k]| 018
MONTGOMERY AIRPOET, AL US Ef19/18  1=8 =T 2139 70 018
BANKHEAD LOCE AND DAM, AL TS E/30f18 235 B30T a7 al 0.18
WARRIOR LOCE AMD DAM, ALTLTE E/30f18 1ES E30M5 1.7 &il 0.15
OPELTESA, AL 175 5/23/18 178 523717 1.65 &l Q.13
SELMA, AL 1S 5/29/18 335 5iZaf53 3.34 1323 Q.11
DEMOPOLIS LOCK ANDDAM, ALTS 517718 154 G180 1.84 13 ol
WALLACE 2 E, ALUS 5/30f18 2 53047 1.5 7T a1
TASPER, AL US 5/30f18 151 5 30MG2 1.42 5T 208
MOBILE DOWNTOWH AIRPOET, AL US 5/17/18 0.&3 5'17MS 0.7% 59 008
CALERA, ALUS G/26/18 L&8 BI2GAS3 1.62 117 Q06
CAHABA PUMP HOUSE, AL S 5/30f18  1ES LT Tyl 1.8 35 005
ATHENE AL US 5/30/18 L22 5iE0Ma3 1.18 7T 004
TACESON, ALUS 5/31/18 1Lo7 EiAliad 1.04 1.1 a03
BOAT AL TIS 1718 & E17780 258 a0 a032

RUSSELLVILLE MUMEER 2, AL US 5f1fl 1% e Tp 1.89 -1 0ol



New Local Climate Records

Wettest May Day

ETATION DATE

BILLIMGELEY, AL US 5{30418
CEMTEEVILLE z9 8W, AL US Sia01E
SELMA, AL U5 5/30418
WARRIOE LOCK ARND DAM 53118
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May 2018
PREV. DATE FREV. RECORD # OF YEAR
EMLLIDS as -
5GBS 351 4
5310 345 173
GBS 475

035
alzy

* nodic.noaa govicdo -web/datatool s' reconds

(c) May 2018 Alabama Climate Report * Office of the Alabama Climatalogist * httpy/nsstcouah.edw/aosc
The University of Alabama in Huntsville



Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

For questions, please contact:
alabama.climate@nsstc.uah.edu

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport



