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With the start of June, it is officially climatological summer. 
For Alabama, we can expect hotter temperatures and 
sporadic rain throughout the summer months. Rainfall 
was slightly above the long-term average of 5.14 inches by 
0.86 inches. However, the big story for this month was how 
remnants of Hurricane Cristobal dumped large amounts of 
rain in southwestern Alabama. A personal weather station 
recorded the most rainfall with a storm total of 10.33 inches 
in West Mobile. The next highest total was 9.56 inches near 
Lucedale, Mississippi. Much of this region saw the majority 
of their monthly rainfall totals over the span of just a few 
days. More detailed information about Hurricane Cristobal’s 
impacts on Alabama found here: https://www.weather.gov/
mob/cristobal

It is no surprise that stations in southwestern Alabama recorded the highest monthly rainfall 
within the state. Jackson had the most rainfall this month with 12.16 inches followed by 
Summerdale with 11.62 inches. Jackson set four daily precipitation records this month as well 
(3rd, 8th, 9th, and 24th).

For the first 6 months of 2020, Alabama has experienced wetter than normal conditions. 
In fact, the state saw its 5th wettest January-June period with 10 inches more rainfall than 
normal. This is wettest the state has been since 1991 during the same January-June period. 
With a record going back to 1930, Birmingham saw its wettest first half of a year with 20.82 
inches more rainfall than normal during that time period. In addition, Huntsville saw its 2nd 
wettest January-June with 15.60 inches more than normal and Montgomery saw its 8th 
wettest with 9.28 inches more than normal. Meanwhile, Mobile saw a deficit of 3.61 inches 
less rainfall than normal.

From a statewide temperature point of view, June was smidge below normal by 0.5°F. 
However, there was quite a difference between average daily high and average daily low 
temperature departure from normal. The average daily high was 2.1°F below the normal of 
89.3°F, while the average daily low was 1.0°F above the normal of 65.7 °F. The main reason 
for this discrepancy was the increased rainfall seen statewide. This constrained the maximum 
daily high and minimum daily low temperature. Primarily, the increased clouds limited the 
daily high temperature (not much solar radiation reaching the surface) and the daily low 
temperature (more energy trapped at the surface).

Even with the below normal average high temperature, some hotspots still occurred. The 
hottest temperature recorded this month was in Enterprise where the high was 99°F on June 
16th, which was just shy of the record high of 100°F set back in in 1980. On the other end of 
the temperature spectrum, the coldest spot for the month occurred in goes to Crossville with 
a low of 49°F recorded on June 1st which is a record for that station. 

[Note:  with my extra duties as interim Dean of the College of Science and the unexpected demands arising 
from COVID-19, these monthly reports will be considerably delayed for a while.  Thank you for your patience. 
JRC]
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Lawn & Garden Index
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Alabama Monthly Climate  Summaries
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re c ords
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(cont.)
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re cords
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re cords

(cont.)



New Alabama Clim ate  Re c ords
(cont.)
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(cont.)
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Vo lun tee r  Precipitation Reports
(CoC o R AHS )
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John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist

The University of Alabama 

in Huntsville

christy@nsstc.uah.edu

256-961-7763

For questions, please contact:
alabama.climate@nsstc.uah.edu 

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport


