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For the most part, the month of July was right on par for
what we normally see for the state of for Alabama. Only
one station set a daily high temperature record (Mobile
downtown airport) and no station reported a daily low
temperature record. Statewide, the average temperature
was slightly above normal by 1.1°F and rainfall was just a
touch drier than normal by 0.06 inches.
However, the average does not tell the whole story. Parts of
southwest and south-central Alabama were very wet in July
with two CoCoRaHS stations exceeding 16 inches of rain for
the month! This was due in part to a particularly strong line
of thunderstorms that moved across the state from July 1213th. This storm also produced golf-ball size hail near Loxely,
Alabama, the largest recorded in the southeast this month.
On the other hand, the northeast part of Alabama was drier than normal by 1 inch of rainfall
or more.
Only four stations broke the 100°F mark this month led by Hodges Farm in Guntersville at
101°F. In general, July either has many stations break the 100°F mark or very few in Alabama.
In the past decade, five years (2019, 2016, 2015, 2012, and 2011) had 17 or more stations
break 100°F while the other five years (2020, 2018, 2017, 2014, and 2013) had four or less
stations break 100°F. This is loosely correlated to the amount and location of the July’s
rainfall.
With the end of July, we are entering the peak months of the Atlantic hurricane season
(August through October). Although, this year has already seen a record-breaking 9 named
storms, five of those storms occurred in July. All five storms (Edouard, Fay, Gonzalo, Hanna,
and Isaias) set the earliest naming records previously held by the very active 2005 Atlantic
hurricane season. This season will be a near-record or record hurricane season in terms of
the number of named storms. It is important to be prepared and to stay weather aware for
this very active hurricane season.
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[Note: with my extra duties as interim Dean of the College of Science and the
unexpected demands arising from COVID-19, these monthly reports will be
considerably delayed for a while. Thank you for your patience. JRC]
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Drought Monitor
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Lawn & Garden Index
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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New Alab a m a C l i mate Re c o rds
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New Al aba m a C l i mate Re c o(cont.)
rds
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Vo lu nteer Precipitation Re po rt s
(CoC o RAHS )
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