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When we mentioned last month that we might spend some time 
in this report going over the weather highlights from 2015, we 
thought we might recap because December might be ordinary. 
Routine. Not exceptional.

 
We were wrong.

 
December was a weather sucker punch right between the eyes.

 
During November four cities saw their wettest November day on 
record, and 82 day-specific rain records were broken. That was a 
warm up.

 
December 2015 was the warmest December recorded since 1895 

in Alabama with 116 daily record highs. But, warmth in a normally cold month is not as newsworthy 
as the copious amounts of rain that fell.
 
During December a dozen stations set records for their wettest December day on record, and 98 
day-specific rain records were broken.
 
Addison and Moulton each had their wettest 24-hours on record. These stations record their mea-
surements about 7 a.m., so most of this record rain reported on Dec. 26 fell on Christmas. Addison 
got 8.44 inches, breaking a record 8.07 inches that fell in July 2013. Moulton topped that, with 9.23
inches of rain, breaking the record of 7.22 inches that fell on Dec. 22, 1990.
 
Gadsden, Mobile, Montgomery and Selma all had record December rainfall, topped by Montgom-
ery’s 14.13 inches. A weather watcher in southern Montgomery County reported a monthly total of 
16.26 inches.
 
And that wasn’t the highest total. A trio of CoCoRAHS observers in Lee County reported an average 
December 2015 rainfall of 18.25 inches.
 
All of that rain inevitably led to historic flooding. At least two people were killed in Coffee County 
when the vehicle they were in was swept off a bridge on Christmas day. The full extent of the dam-
age caused by flooding is still being assessed, although early estimates indicate hundreds of homes
and businesses statewide were damaged or destroyed. Road and bridge washouts were reported 
across the state.
 
The NWS office in Birmingham has numerous photos of the December flooding linked to its website 
at www.srh.noaa.gov/bmx/?n=event_12252015



 
Alabama was fortunate in December the four tornadoes that touched down in the state (Barbour, 
Lauderdale, Tuscaloosa and Jefferson counties) caused no deaths and only three injuries. We did 
note several reports from other states, however, making reference to the “rare December tornado 
outbreak.”
 
While the outbreaks last month were unique in their power, how often does Alabama see a De-
cember tornado? According to records maintained by the National Weather Service office in Bir-
mingham, to find the most recent December tornado before 2015, you have to go all the way back 
to ... 2012.
 
During that December the state was hit by nine tornadoes, although there were no reported inju-
ries or fatalities.
 
If you look at the 25 Decembers before 2015, Alabama saw at least one tornado in 13 of those 
Decembers. The 40 tornadoes that touched down in the state during those Decembers caused 44 
injuries and one fatality. The lone fatal storm was an EF2 tornado the struck Geneva on Dec. 16, 
2000.
 
The bottom line?
 
Alabama has the potential for violent weather almost every month of theyear, so it’s always a good 
idea to be prepared and alert. And don’t ask about those “rare” January tornadoes: We had ten as 
recently as January 2015.

- John Christy
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Statewide Average Temperature
h t t p : / / w w w. s e r c c . c o m / c l i m a t e i n f o / m o n t h l y _ s e a s o n a l . h t m l

Record begins in  1895

  1. 1921 65.7°
  2. 1927 65.6°
  3. 1911 65.3°
  4. 1922 65.2°
  5. 1933 65.1°
   1998 65.1°
  7. 1925 65.0°
  8. 1990 64.9°
   2012 64.9°
10. 1938 64.5°
11. 2007 64.4°
12. 1896 64.3°

 AVG 63.1°

24. 2014 62.2°

 1963 61.7°
11. 1966 61.7°
10. 1895 61.6°
  9. 1960 61.5°
   1901 61.4°
   1969 61.4°
  6. 1979 61.4°
   1940 61.2°
   1958 61.2°
  3. 1983 61.2°
  2. 1968 61.0°
  1. 1976 60.7°
 

Year-to-date
Hottest

Coldest

January 
through 
Dec. 
2014
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Statewide Average Precipitation
http://www.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html

Record begins in 1895

Year to Date
  1. 1929 75.08”
  2. 1975 74.77”
  3. 2009 73.78”
  4. 1983 70.36”
  5. 1961 69.83”
  6. 1979 67.92”
  7. 1948 67.64”
  8. 1973 67.17”
  9. 1912 66.56”
10. 1964 66.50”
11. 1919 65.97”
12. 1900 65.85”

56. 2014 55.95”

 AVG 55.10”

 1941 46.19”
12. 1910 46.19”
11. 1896 46.16”
 1981 45.80”
  9. 1930 45.80”
  8. 1921 45.44”
  7. 1914 45.33”
  6. 1968 45.22”
  5. 1931 43.84”
  4. 2000 42.50”
  3. 1904 40.60”
  2. 2007 37.87”
  1. 1954 35.39”

Wettest

Driest

January
through
Dec. 
2014
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