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December was cool and dry. So dry, that 2020 was trending 
towards the 4th wettest year on record but ended as the 6th 
wettest due to drier than normal months in November and 
December. Statewide, December was 1.50 inches drier than 
normal. Montgomery’s airport was the driest station of the 
month with only 1.98 inches of rainfall recorded. 

For 2020, Jackson, Lawrence, Madison, Marion, and Morgan 
counties saw their wettest year on record. Of the state’s major 
metropolitan areas, Huntsville and Birmingham had their 
4th and 5th wettest years on record, respectively. Huntsville 
reported 70.52 inches of rainfall. Birmingham reported 
73.12 inches of rainfall. Many individual stations recorded 
substantially heavier than normal rainfall, but the Brewton 3 
ENE station recorded the most rainfall this year with 91.95 

inches, which is 21.59 inches above normal! The most rainfall in a single day in 2020 was 12.41 
inches reported by the Fairhope 2 NE station on September 17th from a landfalling Hurricane 
Sally. Alabama typically does not receive much snow as a whole but the Bridgeport 5NW station 
received the most this year at 2.8 inches.

As mention in last month’s report, drier than normal conditions often lead to cooler conditions 
which was the case in December. It was 0.7°F colder than normal. A U.S. Forest station at Little 
River Canyon National Preserve captured the title of coldest location on December 26, 2020 at 
13°F. On the opposite side of the temperature spectrum, Alabama saw several stations in the 
mid to high 70s towards the end of month with the Fairhope 3 NE station recording the hottest 
temperature at 78°F on the 31st. In 2020, temperatures hit 100°F in only three stations with 
Andalisia-Opp airport leading the pack at 101°F on August 8th followed by Dothan Regional 
airport and Muscle Shoals airport at 100°F on July 20th and August 8th, respectively. 

The average temperature for Alabama was the 11th warmest on record for 2020. The average 
temperature is a combination of the daytime high temperature and nighttime low temperature. 
Many scientists, however, only focus on the average daytime high temperature since these are 
less impacted by the artificial warming such as building and roads. For maximum temperatures, 
2020 was the 27th warmest. For minimum temperatures, 2020 was the warmest on record. 

2020 was one for the record books in terms of the rainfall in Alabama. We look forward to 
letting you know about Alabama’s climate in the coming year.
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Drought  Monitor
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Lawn & Garden Index
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Alabama Monthly Climate  Summaries
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re c ords Volunteer  Precipitatio n Rep o rt s
(Co Co R AH S)
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Alabama State Climatologist
John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist

The University of Alabama 

in Huntsville

christy@nsstc.uah.edu

256-961-7763

Assistant State Climatologist
Robert Junod

The University of Alabama in Huntsville

rjunod@nsstc.uah.edu

256-961-7743

For questions, please contact:
alabama.climate@nsstc.uah.edu 

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport


