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The end of August signals the end of climatological summer
(June, July, August). How hot was it this summer? Not very.
It was slightly warmer than normal by 0.4°F, statewide. Only
5 stations reached or exceeded 100°F mark (Broad Acres,
Hodges Farm, Andalusia-Opp airport, Dothan airport, and
Muscle Shoals airport).
The leading story of the summer was rainfall. Given the
record-breaking tropical activity this summer tropical
storm Cristobal and hurricanes Marco and Laura brought
significant rainfall to parts of the state. Statewide, the rainfall
total was wetter than normal by 2.19 inches. At the city level,
Montgomery had the 3rd wettest summer on record with
7.74 inches more rainfall than normal.
With slightly above average temperatures (+0.9°F) and above average rainfall (+1.47 inches),
August followed the general pattern of this summer, a little warm and wet. No stations set a
daily high temperature record but two stations did exceed the 100°F mark with USDA’s Broad
Acres site at 102°F and perennial hot spot Andalusia-Opp airport just behind at 101°F. On
the other hand, five stations recorded a low temperature of 59°F during a brief cold snap in
Northern Alabama from the 18th through the 22nd.
Most of the state was relatively dry for the first half of August. However, the last half of the
month was wet, partly due to remnants of hurricanes Marco and Laura during the last week
of August. Four stations exceeded 11 inches this month with the Elberta station recording the
most rainfall at 12.37 inches. At the county level, only four counties had below average rainfall
(Fayette, Lamar, Pickens, and Mobile) which is unique given the sporadic nature of rainfall
in the Alabama summer. In fact, 4 counties or less reporting below average rainfall has only
occurred 12 times out of the 126-year record, most recently in 2008.
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As we head into September (the peak month for tropical activity), remember to be prepared
and to stay weather aware for this very active hurricane season.
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[Note: with my extra duties as interim Dean of the College of Science and the
unexpected demands arising from COVID-19, these monthly reports will be
considerably delayed for a while. Thank you for your patience. JRC]
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Drought Monitor
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Lawn & Garden Index
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

5

The Alabama Climate Report

New Alab a m a C l i mate Re c o rds
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New Al aba m a C l i mate Re c o(cont.)
rds
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Vo lu nteer Precipitation Re po rt s
(CoC o RAHS )
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(cont.)
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For questions, please contact:
alabama.climate@nsstc.uah.edu
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