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Volume 11, Number 1 :: April 2020
After a very warm March, Alabama’s statewide temperature 
settled in April to just below the 62.8 °F average at 62.0 
°F.  The average doesn’t tell the real story though. The 
Gulf counties were 1.7 °F warmer than average, while the 
northern counties were 2.5 °F cooler than average. The 
northern counties’ above average rainfall contributed to the 
cooler than average temperatures.

Andalusia-Opp Airport, our normal winner of the statewide 
hot-spot had to share honors for April’s hottest daily reading 
with Dothan and Koptis Farms (Baldwin Co.) at 91 °F.  An odd 
note about this value is that Andalusia-Opp rose higher last 
month, hitting 92 °F in March. 

Freezing temperatures in April do occur and we saw 23 
stations dip this cold.  Russellville and a farm station in Madison Co. felt the chill of 27 °F mid-
month. This will likely be the last freeze for this year with the northern counties average last 
freeze date on April 2nd. The rest of Alabama average last freeze date varies from March 3rd 
(Gulf counties) to March 29th (central Alabama).

Rainfall was 2.30 inches above the norm, with 7.11 inches statewide.  For the last five months, 
the counties along the Tennessee River remained wet, seeing the 2nd highest total in 126 
years of almost 45 inches. However, the dryness from March continued in April with the Gulf 
Coast counties recording less than average rainfall.  For March and April Mobile and Baldwin 
Counties were their 12th driest in 126 years receiving only 4.87 inches compared to the 
average of 10.99 inches.

Holt Lock & Dam, on the Black Warrior River just above Tuscaloosa, captured the most water 
in their rain gauge in April – 16.84 inches.  So, with the normal variations within the state, 
overall we were fairly close to average temperature-wise, and a bit on the wet side with 
regards to rainfall.

[Note:  with my extra duties as interim Dean of the College of Science and the unexpected demands 
arising from COVID-19, these monthly reports will be considerably delayed for a while.  Thank you for 
your patience. JRC]

 



3
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Lawn & Garden Index
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Alabama Monthly Climate  Summaries
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re c ords
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(cont.)
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re cords
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re cords
(cont.)



New Alabama Clim ate  Re c ords
(cont.)
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(cont.)
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Vo lun tee r  Precipitation Reports
(CoC o R AHS )
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