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M The Alabama Climate Report

Statewide, the weather of January 2020 was warmer and wetter
than usual. The two often go hand in hand as the storm systems
that bring moisture northward from the Gulf also bring the
accompanying warm air and clouds that keep nights toasty. This
time the temperature averaged 4.2 °F above the average, being
tied for 22nd warmest since 1895. January 1950 was the warmest
being a colossal 13.8 °F above the long-term average.

Three stations tied with 82°F at mid-month for the warmest daily
reading, Headland, River Road Farms (Houston Co.) and our usual
hot-spot, the Andalusia-Opp Airport. On the other end of the
scale, several stations sank into the teens around the 22nd of the
month with one of the automated stations near the Tennessee

Dr. Jahn Christy, Alsbama State Cimatnlngise - DOrder in Madison Co. bottoming out at 12 °F. Several stations

reported a few flurries around that time, but no station in the

state had measurable snow. Every Alabama station except Dauphin Island dipped to 32 °F or below
this month.

As noted, we also saw a rainier than average month, 7.31 inches or 2.13 inches above normal - 18th
wettest in the past 126 Januaries. Though the state as a whole was wetter than usual, the distribution
was not even, as the north was soaked and the south was relatively dry. Eighteen stations, mostly

in north Alabama, exceeded 10 inches of rain this month with Winfield (north of Fayette near the
Mississippi line) taking honors with 12.43 inches. A fairly narrow streak of heavy rain did go through
the south though bringing Aliceville, Atmore, Brewton and Andalusia-Opp above the 10 inch mark.

It's been a few years since we've had a true Arctic air outbreak that pushes temperatures in the north
to below zero - usually in January, but can also happen in December of February. It was in 2015
when Addison dropped to -2 °F that we saw such weather. This was not too remarkable compared
with the record -27 °F on 30 January 1966 when Lucile Hereford, New Market's Postmistress, trudged
through about a foot of snow to the thermometer shelter and read 27 below. | interviewed Ms.
Hereford around 1990 to hear her tell the story. She said she couldn't believe what she saw, so
asked a friend passing by to check. He read it as -28 °F, but she stuck with -27 °F. Unfortunately,
because the handwritten records back then were not clear, the official number digitized by the
federal government was -17 °F (the 2 looked like 1). It wasn't until years later that a reporter in
Birmingham dug up the truth and had the record set straight. Until that time, Russellville, which
dipped to -24 °F that same morning, was listed as the state’s coldest reading.

On the right is a portion of the image of New Market's original record from January 1930. Note on
the 30th the indistinct “-27", the daily low, to the right of the “14”, which was the daily high. Also note
the last column which is depth of snow - 12 inches! That was a day to remember.
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Drought Monitor

U.S. Drought Monitor

January 28, 2020

(Released Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020)

Valid 7 am. EST

Intensity:

I:l None

[ ] poaonormaly Dry
I:l D1 Moderate Drought
|:| D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought
I o4 Exceptional Drougnt

The Drought Momnifor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
nformation on the Drought Monitor, go fo

htp s:#droughtmonitorunl.edu/About.aspx

Author:

Richard Heim
NCEI/NOAA
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for February 4, 2020
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

January 2020

Alabama Monthly [61aRXeALz
Summaries

Jan. Mean Jan. High Temp | Jan. Low Temp Total Precip. Wettest Jan. Heaviest Day
Jan. Nom Record High Record Low Nomal Precip. Driest Jan. Record Day
e 48.7 74 1/11/20 22 1/21/20 9.04" 12.69" 1972 2.83" 1/2/20
43.5 80+ 1/25/50 -5 1/21/85 5.34" .95" 1986 5.07" 1/4/72
Aubum 50.5 72 1/11/20 22 1/21/20 7.54" 12.09" 1936 1.50" 1/3/20
48.3 84 12/20/24 -1 12/13/62 5.26" 49" 1927 5.23" 1/29/12
s 49.9 73 1/11/20 22 1/21/20 7.82" 9.59" 1996 2.38" 1/2/20
Birmingham
42.6 81 1/10/49 -6 1/21/85 5.45" 1.09" 1981 4.71" 1/26/96
Biawion ST 75.5 1/15/20 25.1 1/22/20 10.89" 12.55" 1991 5.54" 1/13/20
47.7 85 1/12/49 31/21/85 6.19" 1.46" 1981 6.45" 1/25/78
Caloe 50 73 1/11/20 23 1/21/20 6.77" 12.59" 1947 2.01" 2/2/20
42.8 78 1/29/57 -2 1/24/63 5.06" 74" 1927 4.77" 1/24/20
Clanton 49.5 72.9 1/10/20 22 1/22/20 8.68" 13.48" 1972 2.39" 1/14/20
42.8 84 1/12/49 -4 1/21/85 5.98" 1.15" 1986 4.64" 1/19/36
46.2 71.1 1/11/20 21 1/22/20 7.35" M 1.89" 1/2/20
Courtland
M M M M M M
Cullman (St. Bemard) 46.1 71.4 1/11/20 18.5 1/22/20 7.72 M 2.80" 1/2/20
M M M M M M
Decatur (Pryor Field) 46.1 72 1/11/20 20 1/22/20 7.13" 12.98" 1949 3.48" 1/2/20
42.2 79 01/15/1907 -5 01/12/18 5.04" 1.00" 1958 4.62" 01/06/50
Dothan 54.9 81 1/3/20 26 1/22/20 2.60" 16.88" 1936 .96" 1/3/20
50.7 83 12/11/49 10 12/24/63 4.27" .34" 1927 6.42" 1/18/36
Ef 54.8 76.7 1/14/20 28.2 1/21/20 4.50" 16.33" 1998 1.41" 1/18/20
50.2 82 1/2/52 5+ 1/22/85 6.11" .87" 1989 9.58" 1/25/78
Gadsden 451 70.6 1/11/20 18.6 1/22/20 6.78" 9.01" 1996 1.57" 1/2/20
40.3 76 1/29/75 -6+1/21/85 5.85" 1.48" 1981 4.05" 1/16/54
Gainesville Lock 50.2 73.2 1/11/20 24.5 1/22/20 7.96" 10.80" 1998 2.83" 1/2/20
43.2 81 1/20/82 -2+ 1/22/85 5.87" 1.30" 1981 3.40" 1/20/63
Groanshboro 50.6 74.2 1/10/20 22.51/22/20 7.71" 11.69" 1972 2.02" 1/2/20
45.7 83 1/9/37 -2 1/21/85 6.12" 1.31" 1986 5.58" 1/18/87
Guntersville M M M M 9.37" 1982 M
40 75+ 1/17/90 -11 1/21/85 5.08" .93" 1986 4.85" 1/5/49
Highland Home 52 73.1 1/11/20 21.6 1/21/20 6.75" 10.49" 1978 1.35" 1/13/20
45.8 84 1/12/49 -3+ 1/22/85 5.48" .92" 1981 4.02" 1/25/78
Huntsville 46.8 72 1/11/20 20 1/22/20 7.76" 10.92" 1982 3.48" 1/2/20
39.9 77 1/30/2002 -11 1/30/66 4.99" 1.32" 1986 4.83" 1/3/82
Mobile 53.5 78 1/15/20 26 1/21/20 4.57" 16.92" 1998 2.26" 1/3/20
50.1 84 1/11/49 31/21/85 5.75" 1.23" 1981 6.16" 1/7/98
MO omae) 52.6 77 1/11/20 22 1/22/10 6.18" 10.16" 1990 1.51" 1/13/20
46.6 83 1/11/49 01/21/85 5.04" 1.12" 1986 4.16" 1/23/65
. 48 72 1/11/20 23 1/20/20 9.44" 11.77" 1974 3.48" 1/2/20
Muscle Shoals Airport
39.9 80 1/10/49 -11.1/21/85 4.97" .60" 1986 4.41" 1/31/51
Russellville 46.1 69.1 1/11/20 18 1/22/20 7.73" 12.48" 1998 1.76" 1/2/20
38.9 78 1/25/72 -24+ 1/31/66 5.44" .93" 1986 3.20" 1/19/2001
Scottsboro 45.5 74.2 1/11/20 20.4 1/22/20 8.30" 10.92" 1996 3.27" 1/2/20
39 81 1/11/49 -10 1/26/40 6.01" .84" 1986 4.12" 1/2/37
Solira 49.9 75.3 1/10/20 19.3 1/22/20 6.57" 12.24" 1972 1.95" 1/13/20
47 83+ 1/30/50 01/21/85 5.64" 1.07" 1986 4.20" 1/6/32
Talladega 48.3 73.3 1/11/20 20.2 1/22/20 8.39" 15.59" 1972 2.82" 1/2/20
41 80+ 1/25/50 -5+ 1/21/85 6.12" 1.05" 1986 4.01" 1/4/72
; 49.3 72.5 1/10/20 22.6 1/22/20 4.31" 14.37" 1925 1.00" 1/11/20
Thomasville
47.4 86 1/20/1913 -1.1/21/85 5.13" .79" 1902 5.04" 1/16/25
Troy 51.8 76 1/14/20 23 1/22/20 7.83" 9.81" 1978 2.10" 1/11/20
46.7 83 1/12/49 -1 1/21/85 .50 .98" 1981 5.43" 1/19/36
Tuscaloosa (1)1 76 1/11/20 24 1/22/20 6.63" 10.18" 1979 3.25" 2/2/20
45.2 82 1/10/49 -1+ 1/21/85 5.72" 1.22" 1986 4.26" 1/26/96
Valley Head 44 .4 70.6 1/11/20 16.7 1/22/20 5.66" 10.42" 1974 1.52" 1/2/20
37.2 77+ 1/26/50 -14+ 1/22/85 6.06" 1.70" 1981 4.00" 1/5/49
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Highest Precipitation for One Day Monthly Record
|staTion

HANCEVILLE, AL US

RUSSELLVILLE NUMBER 2, AL US

Highest Maximum Temperature Daily Record
ENTERPRISE2 W, AL US

GENEVANUMBER 2, AL US

ALEXANDER CITY, AL US

GADSDEN, AL US

HUNTSVILLE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT JONES FIELD, AL US
BRIDGEPORT5 NW, AL US

HAMILTON 3 S, AL US

MOULTON 2, AL US

SAND MOUNTAIN SUBSTATION, AL US
SYLACAUGA 4 NE, AL US

GENEVANUMBER 2, AL US

MOBILE DOWNTOWN AIRPORT, AL US
ATMORE, AL US

GENEVANUMBER 2, AL US

MOBILE REGIONAL AIRPORT, AL US
ENTERPRISE 2 W, AL US

GENEVANUMBER 2, AL US

DATE

1/4/20
1/11/20

1/4/20

1/4/20

1/6/20
1/11/20
1/11/20
1/12/20
1/12/20
1/12/20
1/12/20
1/12/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/16/20
1/16/20

RECORD
4.26

3.9

80
81
69
73
72
73
72
71
70
77
79
79
79
79
78
78
79

PREV. DATE

1/2/15
1/19/01

1/4/00

1/4/00

1/6/97
1/11/60
1/11/60
1/12/72
1/12/17
1/12/95
1/12/06
1/12/05
1/14/13
1/14/17
1/15/47
1/15/07
1/15/74
1/16/74
1/16/07

3.7
3.2

79
78
69
73
72
69
72
70
70
73
78
77
79
78
78
77
79

NUMBER OF YEARS

34
66

54
44
50
67
61
64
58
63
70
65
44
71
80
44
72
54
44

DIFFERENCH|
0.56

0.7
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Highest Minimum Temperature Daily Record
DAUPHIN ISLAND NUMBER 2, AL US
RUSSELLVILLE NUMBER 2, AL US

MUSCLE SHOALS REGIONAL AIRPORT, AL US
HUNTSVILLE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT JONES FIELD, AL US
MOBILE DOWNTOWN AIRPORT, AL US

VERNON, AL US

HAMILTON 3 S, AL US

MOULTON 2, AL US

BRIDGEPORT 5 NW, AL US

BAY MINETTE, AL US

BANKHEAD LOCK AND DAM, AL US

ATMORE, AL US

ROCK MILLS, AL US

DAUPHIN ISLAND NUMBER 2, AL US

MOBILE DOWNTOWN AIRPORT, AL US

TUSCALOOSA AIRPORT ASOS, AL US

ENTERPRISE 2 W, AL US

CLAYTON, AL US

MONTGOMERY AIRPORT, AL US

MUSCLE SHOALS REGIONAL AIRPORT, AL US
GENEVANUMBER 2, AL US

BREWTON 3 ENE, AL US

BESSEMER 3 WSW, AL US

BESSEMER 3 WSW, AL US

HUNTSVILLE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT JONES FIELD, AL US
HAMILTON 3 S, AL US

BANKHEAD LOCK AND DAM, AL US

VERNON, AL US

MOULTON 2, AL US

GADSDEN, AL US

TUSCALOOSA AIRPORT ASOS, AL US

SYLACAUGA 4 NE, AL US

RUSSELLVILLE NUMBER 2, AL US

ENTERPRISE 2 W, AL US

GUNTERSVILLE, AL US

HAMILTON 3 5, AL US

ROCK MILLS, AL US

VERNON, AL US

SYLACAUGA 4 NE, AL US

GENEVANUMBER 2, AL US

FORT BENNING LAWSON FIELD, AL US

MARION JUNCTION 2 NE, AL US

GADSDEN, AL US

BESSEMER 3 WSW, AL US

MONTGOMERY AIRPORT, AL US

BRIDGEPORT 5 NW, AL US

GAINESVILLE LOCK, AL US

1/3/20
1/10/20
1/10/20
1/10/20
1/10/20
1/11/20
1/11/20
1/11/20
1/11/20
1/11/20
1/11/20
1/11/20
1/13/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20
1/16/20

61
55
59
58
62
61
60
58
57
65
61
63
56
61
62
63
64
64
61
62
61
67
60
59
60
60
60
59
59
56
59
52
60
60
57
58
58
56
53
62
56
55
49
51
56
47

1/3/15
1/10/74
1/10/13
1/10/13
1/10/12
1/11/63
1/11/13
1/11/13
1/11/13
1/11/74
1/11/13
1/11/50
1/13/13
1/14/07
1/14/07
1/14/71
1/14/98
1/14/60
1/14/71
1/14/07
1/14/13
1/14/98
1/14/07
1/15/07
1/15/17
1/15/07
1/15/71
1/15/07
1/15/17
1/15/95
1/15/50
1/15/07
1/15/07
1/15/98
1/15/07
1/16/74
1/16/13
1/16/17
1/16/74
1/16/13
1/16/52
1/16/74
1/16/17
1/16/06
1/16/52
1/16/17
1/16/96

60
54
58
57
62
59
56
57
54
61
59
61
55
59
62
63
58
58
59
59
60
57
52
47
51
56
55
58
48
47
55
51
59
59
53
52
57
50
49
57
55
52
47
48
55
46
50

44
66
79
61
71
63
58
63
64

105
63
80
78
a4
71
72
54
64
72
79
a4
43
43
43
61
58
63
63
63
67
72
65
66
54

110
58
78
63
65
44
71
70
67
43
72
64
62

New Alabama Clim o8I de ¥
(cont.)
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AN ekeXelina Climate Records

(cont))

Highest Precipitation Daily Record

HUNTSVILLE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT JONES FIELD, AL US

GADSDEN, AL US

BESSEMER 3 WSW, AL US

ANNISTON METROPOLITAN AIRPORT, AL US
TUSCALOOSA AIRPORT ASOS, AL US
ATHENS, AL US

MOBILE REGIONAL AIRPORT, AL US
GAINESVILLE LOCK, AL US

FAYETTE, AL US

HOLT LOCK AND DAM, AL US
SCOTTSBORO, AL US

TUSCALOOSA OLIVER DAM, AL US
ALICEVILLEL AND D, AL US
JACKSONVILLE, AL US

WEST BLOCTON, AL US

ONEONTA, AL US

GUNTERSVILLE, AL US

BRIDGEPORT 5 NW, AL US

WARRIOR LOCK AND DAM, AL US
MOBILE DOWNTOWN AIRPORT, AL US
BAY MINETTE, AL US

CAHABA PUMP HOUSE, AL US
BANKHEAD LOCK AND DAM, AL US
ADDISON, AL US

ROCK MILLS, AL US

ATMORE, AL US

HANCEVILLE, AL US

RUSSELLVILLE NUMBER 2, AL US
MUSCLE SHOALS REGIONAL AIRPORT, AL US
HAMILTON 3 S, AL US

MOULTON 2, AL US

SYLACAUGA 4 NE, AL US
JACKSONVILLE, AL US

ROCK MILLS, AL US

ANNISTON METROPOLITAN AIRPORT, AL US
MONTGOMERY AIRPORT, AL US
MARION JUNCTION 2 NE, AL US
WEST POINT, GAUS

VERNON, AL US

BILLINGSLEY, AL US

ATHENS, AL US

MUSCLE SHOALS REGIONAL AIRPORT, AL US
BREWTON 3 ENE, AL US
MONTGOMERY AIRPORT, AL US
GREENSBORO, AL US

CLANTON, AL US

RUSSELLVILLE NUMBER 2, AL US
TUSCALOOSA AIRPORT ASOS, AL US
SYLACAUGA 4 NE, AL US

WARRIOR LOCK AND DAM, AL US
GAINESVILLE LOCK, AL US

ATMORE, AL US

CHILDERSBURG WATER PLANT, AL US
HOLT LOCK AND DAM, AL US
CLANTON, AL US

1/2/20
1/2/20
1/2/20
1/2/20
1/2/20
1/2/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/3/20
1/4/20
1/11/20
1/11/20
1/12/20
1/12/20
1/12/20
1/12/20
1/13/20
1/13/20
1/13/20
1/13/20
1/13/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/14/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20
1/15/20

3.42
1.92
2.74
2.83
3.25
2.26
2.26
2.83

4.2
3.25
3.35
3.58
3.41
2.25
3.15

2.1

2.4

33

2.1
1.69

2.1
3.15
2.77
3.35

1.8
3.39
4.26

3.9
3.17
1.92

1.5
1.25
1.48
1.05

1.1
1.51

1.5

1.3

3.8
1.68
1.63
2.15
1.03

2.3
2.14
1.63
0.98
1.69
1.24
2.05
1.85
2.54
1.06

1/2/65
1/2/17
1/2/17
1/2/17
1/2/17
1/2/96
1/3/19
1/3/17
1/3/49
1/3/17
1/3/44
1/3/17
1/3/17
1/3/17
1/3/17
1/3/82
1/3/82
1/3/44
1/3/66
1/3/15
1/3/17
1/3/17
1/3/66
1/3/49
1/3/60
1/3/17
1/4/15
1/11/74
1/11/89
1/12/89
1/12/89
1/12/14
1/12/63
1/13/05
1/13/06
1/13/92
1/13/92
1/13/32
1/14/77
1/14/13
1/14/13
1/14/89
1/14/05
1/14/77
1/14/18
1/14/13
1/14/05
1/14/74
1/15/66
1/15/66
1/15/71
1/15/16
1/15/71
1/15/13
1/15/66

1.09
1.75

1.5
2.39
2.88
1.27
1.29
1.65
1.82
1.65

1.6
3.08
1.24
2.13
1.95

1.7
1.73
1.37
1.47

1.6

1.87
2.35

1.6
1.42
2.27
291
2.32
0.92
1.38
1.15
1.32
1.05
1.08
1.47
0.63
1.73
1.09

2.2
0.93
1.33
1.95
1.03
1.06
1.83
1.54
0.79
1.61
1.01
0.89
1.27
1.48
1.05

61
67
43
117
72
79
72
72
111
39
128
120
40
72
80
125
115
123
62
71
106
38
63
82
82
80
34
66
79
58
63
65
72
82
117
72
70
127
82
81
79
79
43
72
128
125
66
72
65
62
72
80
63
39

2.33
0.17
1.24
0.44
0.37
0.99
0.97
1.18
2.38
1.6
1.75
0.5
2.17
0.12
1.2
0.1
0.7
1.57
0.73
0.22
0.5
1.15
0.9

0.2
1.97
1.99
0.99
0.85

0.12
0.1
0.16

0.02
0.04
0.87
0.27
0.21
1.6
0.75
0.3
0.2

1.24
0.31
0.09
0.19
0.08
0.23
1.16
0.58
1.06
0.01

© WWW.NSSTC.UAH.EDU/ALCLIMATEREPORT



Volunteer Precipitatfed(:t3 Xl ar;

Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)

January 2020
Ave. Total Precip. # Stations Ave. Total Precip. # Stations

Autauga 12.43 1 Houston 4.37 1
Baldwin 4.37 24 Jackson 9.51 3
Barbour 7.78 1 Jefferson 8.07 16
Bibb 6.39 1 Lamar 5.28 1
Blount 6.17 6 Lauderdale 9.04 9
Bullock 0.00 0 Lawrence 5.46 5
Butler 0.00 0 Lee 7.42 4
Calhoun 8.83 1 Limestone 8.89 7
Chambers 0.00 0 Lowndes 0.00 0
Cherokee 5.23 1 Macon 7.75 1
Chilton 8.40 1 Madison 8.35 21
Choctaw 8.73 1 Marengo 0.00 0
Clarke 4.05 4 Marion 9.26 1
Clay 0.00 0 Marshall 7.44 10
Cleburne 0.00 0 Mobile 4.79 16
Coffee 0.00 0 Monroe 5.32 2
Colbert 9.96 5 Montgomery 7.07 5
Conecuh 10.53 2 Morgan 8.63 5
Coosa 8.02 2 Perry 0.00 0
Covington 9.99 1 Pickens 0.00 0
Crenshaw 0.00 0 Pike 0.00 0
Cullman 7.57 5 Randolph 9.43 2
Dale 5.63 1 Russell 5.60 2
Dallas 6.86 1 St. Clair 8.30 5
DeKalb 6.19 6 Shelby 7.99 14
Elmore 8.20 4 Sumter 0.00 0
Escambia 8.55 1 Talladega 8.39 4
Etowah 0.00 0 Tallapoosa 7.56 1
Fayette 10.33 1 Tuscaloosa 7.41 5
Franklin 0.00 0 Walker 0.00 0
Geneva 8.27 1 Washington 4.13 1
Greene 0.00 0 Wilcox 5.25 2
Hale 0.00 0 Winston 9.29 2
Henry 0.00 0

The Alabama Climate Report
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Normal January
Precipitation*®

Mexcity | 569
Aicevile | 530
5.17
[ASiiaRd . s
Athens | 6.06
Bessemer | 534
Chatom | 545
Claibornet&d | 5.49
Dauphinisl. | 5.86
Eba |  sog
EufaulaWR | 520
[Eeriieen . i 55
Hefin___ | 531
Milstead | 4.85
Moulton | 503
igshtds * 0 R T a
Perryville | 5.00
RockMills | 539
Rockford | 554
Uniontown | 4.99
vernon | 595
Warrior L&D | 534

—_
—

WWW.NSSTC.UAH.EDU/ALCLIMATEREPORT




e
Climatelogist
#% John R. Christy

fate Climatologist

http://nsstc.uah.eiiﬂu/al atereport




