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After a relatively calm March, from a severe weather perspective, the first 10 days of April brought tornadic 
weather in which, at this point, seven tornadoes were reported. The remainder of the month was fairly 
quiet, with only five preliminary reports of strong wind or hail. The seven tornadoes reported for April 
2024 were considerably below the average of 14 for the state.

From a statewide temperature perspective, April’s monthly average temperature was 1.4°F warmer than 
the long-term average of 62.8°F. April had multiple swings of warm and cold temperatures throughout the 
month, which is typical for spring in Alabama. During one of the warmer temperature swings, the Open 
Pond - FTS RAWS station recorded the warmest location of the month at 91°F on the 19th. Through one of 
the colder stretches, the Valley Head 1 SSW station recorded the coldest location of the month at 29°F on 
the 6th.

Due to the sporadic nature of spring-time storms in April, precipitation varied across the state, as seen in 
the figure below. Statewide, April was drier than normal, with 3.79 inches of rainfall, which was 1.02 inches 
below the long-term average of 4.81 inches. The Muscle Shoals 9.7 NNE station recorded the highest 
amount of rainfall for the month at 7.75 inches. In contrast, the Bessemer 3 WSW station recorded the 
least amount of rainfall at 1.65 inches, with no missing observations.

Following a wet March, April began with the entire state free of any drought or abnormal dryness. 
However, warmer and drier than normal conditions in April led to the emergence of abnormal dryness 
(D0) in parts of central and northeast Alabama (Figure 2). Despite the below-normal rainfall, farmers 
benefited, making great progress on spring planting and field preparation.

Looking ahead to summer (June, July, August), the Climate Prediction Center (CPC) forecasts a 40-50% 
chance of above-normal seasonal average temperatures across the entire state of Alabama. Precipitation 
is also forecasted to have a 40-50% chance of being above normal statewide. The following tables provide 
the normals for Alabama and its four major metropolitan areas, relative to the reference period of 1991-
2020, for each summer month.

 
Monthly summaries are provided by Dr. Rob Junod, Lee Ellenburg and John Christy.
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DROUGHT MONITOR
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ALABAMA MONTHLY CLIMATE SUMMARIES
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NEW ALABAMA CLIMATE RECORDS
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For questions, please contact:
alabama.climate@nsstc.uah.edu 

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport


