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Following a calm and uneventful February in terms of severe weather, the first day of March 
observed 2 tornadoes and 8 high wind events. As March denotes not only the beginning 
of climatological spring (March, April, May) but also the start of spring severe weather 
season, March 2023 experienced a total of 18 tornadoes and 9 active severe weather days 
statewide. Three months into the 2023 year, there have been 47 reported tornadoes, which 
is just short of the 30-year average (1991-2020) of approximately 50 tornadoes annually.

From a statewide temperature perspective, March recorded a monthly average temperature 
that was 3.5°F higher than the long-term average of 55.1°F. March had multiple swings 
of warm and cold temperatures throughout the month which is typical for spring. During 
one of the warmer temperature swings, the Andalusia-Opp airport recorded the warmest 
location of the month at 92°F on the 25th. Through one of the colder stretches, the station 
in Valley Head recorded the coldest location of the month at 16°F on the 20th.

March was drier than normal statewide, with 5.40 inches of rainfall, which was 0.76 inches 
below the long-term average of 6.16 inches. However, the rainfall was not uniform across 
the state. Generally, areas from Montgomery northward to the AL/TN state line received 
above normal rainfall, with the Lafayette 2W station recording the most rainfall of the month 
at 14.97 inches. On the other hand, the driest areas were situated south of Montgomery and 
along the Gulf coast, with a station in Ramer, AL recording the driest location of the month at 
only 2.11 inches of rainfall, with no observations missing.

According to USDA, the prevailing dry conditions over south Alabama had reported impacts 
to pasture, resulting in some producers having to import hay. The rains of late March, 
however, provided much relief and as of the end of March, planting has commenced with 
good conditions being reported. Those who took advantage of the early warmth of late 
February and early March, however, were set back from the two cold snaps occurring the 
week of March 12th. With statewide lows below freezing, this was also reported to have set 
back winter wheat, potentially affecting end of season yields. 

Although March was notably active in terms of severe weather, historically, April is the most 
active month for severe weather in Alabama. Thus, it is crucial to have a severe weather plan 
and to be prepared.

Monthly summaries are provided by Dr. Rob Junod, Lee Ellenburg and John Christy.
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