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February in Alabama was unusually warm and slightly drier than normal, with no storm 
reports of hail, high winds, or tornadoes for the entire month. It was a welcome relief 
following a record setting January that saw 29 tornadoes reported. The average temperature 
statewide was 56.6°F, making it the fourth warmest February on record, with many stations 
reporting their top five warmest Februarys. Notable warmest February records were 
recorded at stations in Muscle Shoals (54.3°F) and Oneonta (53.8°F), with observational 
records extending 126 and 89 years, respectively. The hottest daily extreme was reported 
by the Andalusia-Opp Airport at 88°F on the 28th. In contrast, the coldest daily extreme was 
reported by the Russellville 4 SSE station at 20°F on the 4th.

Precipitation was generally limited throughout the month, with the exception of the second 
week of February, during which most of the state was wetter than normal. Statewide, rainfall 
was drier than normal at 0.96 inches below the long-term average of 5.18 inches. The driest 
location of the month with no missing data was the Gadsden Municipal Airport with only 
1.25 inches of rainfall recorded. However, there were some wet spots in the northern part 
of the state, with a station at the Saint Bernard Abbey in Cullman reporting 8.58 inches of 
rainfall.

Looking back on the winter months of December, January, and February, Alabama 
experienced its fifth warmest winter on record, with an average temperature of 52.4°F. This 
is 5.8°F warmer than normal. Precipitation-wise, it was the 61st wettest winter on record, 
with 15.59 inches of precipitation, 0.07 inches wetter than normal.

As spring approaches, the Climate Prediction Center (CPC) forecasts a 40-60% chance of 
above-normal seasonal average temperatures in Alabama. For precipitation, most of the 
state is likely to experience equal chances of below, near, and above-normal precipitation 
except for northern Alabama, which has a 33-40% chance of above-normal precipitation. 
The following tables provide the normal for Alabama and the four major metropolitan areas 
relative to the 1991-2020 reference period for each spring month. Spring also signifies the 
peak months of the severe weather season for Alabama. This is a good time to take a few 
moments to review your own severe weather plans. Identify your safest shelter. Put together 
an emergency kit, with supplies to last at least three days. For more information on how to 
prepare for severe weather, visit ready.gov.

Monthly summaries are provided by Drs. Rob Junod and John Christy.
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