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April was relatively calm in terms of severe weather, a stark difference from March.  Five tornadoes were 
reported during the first few days of the month, where unfortunately one fatality occurred from an EF3 
tornado in northern Madison County on April 1st.  Additionally, a single observed tornado was observed 
on the 21st, bringing the total for the month to six tornadoes. This is considerably lower than the average 
number of tornadoes Alabama observes in April, which is typically around 14.

Continuing the warmer than normal trend in 2023, April recorded a monthly average temperature of 
63.3°F, which is 0.5°F higher than the long-term average of 62.8°F. The first week of April was much 
warmer than usual in Alabama, with four stations (Troy Municipal Airport, Andalusia-Opp Airport, 
Talladega, and a station in Conecuh National Forest) recording the warmest temperature of the month at 
91°F on the 4th/5th. In contrast, the rest of the month was cooler or close to normal in terms of average 
temperature throughout Alabama. A station in DeSoto State Park recorded the coldest location of the 
month at 32°F on the 11th.

Precipitation varied across the state due to the sporadic nature of spring storms this April, as seen in the 
figure below. Statewide, April was slightly wetter than normal, with 4.99 inches of rainfall, which was 0.18 
inches above the long-term average of 4.81 inches. Dauphin Island 4.5E station recorded the highest 
amount of rainfall for the month at 10.47 inches. In contrast, the Evergreen Middleton Airport recorded 
the least amount of rainfall at 2.26 inches, with no missing observations.

Though overall demand was not particularly high, in some areas a deficit precipitation started to build 
in April, especially in the most northern parts of the state. Impacts are not really evident yet however, 
as farmers are taking advantage of the dry conditions to wrap up spring planting. Corn planting neared 
completion across the state while cotton and peanut planting progressed strongly. Winter wheat is close 
to completion but was behind schedule due to the deep freezes we experienced this winter. No drought 
conditions were present across the state in April, with some areas showing abnormally dry conditions.

Looking ahead into summer (June, July, August), the Climate Prediction Center (CPC) forecasts northern 
Alabama having a 33-40% chance of experiencing above-normal seasonal average temperatures, while 
central and southern Alabama (excluding the Gulf counties) have a 40-50% chance of above-normal 
temperatures, and the Gulf counties have a 50-60% chance of above-normal temperatures. The 
precipitation is forecasted to be 40-50% chance above normal for counties bordering Tennessee in north 
Alabama, and 33-40% chance above normal for the rest of Alabama. The following tables provide the 
normals for Alabama and the four major metropolitan areas, relative to the reference period of 1991-
2020, for each summer month.

Monthly summaries are provided by Dr. Rob Junod, Lee Ellenburg and John Christy.
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