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Cold and dry was the theme for October across much of Alabama. The state was cooler by 
2.7°F and drier by 0.3 inches of rainfall than normal. 

Cooler than normal conditions persisted throughout most of October thanks to an upper-
level trough funneling cold air over much of the eastern United States. In fact, this trough is 
responsible for many first freezes across Alabama. Montgomery recorded its earliest first 
freeze in its 150 year recorded history on Oct 20th, which is about a month before normal 
first freeze.  Birmingham recorded its second earliest freeze on record on Oct 19th; missing 
the all-time record by one day. The coldest daily extreme of the month was recorded in 
stations at Gadsden, Hanceville, Russellville, and Desoto State park at 25°F on the 20th. In 
contrast, the hottest daily extreme of the month, once again, was recorded in the Andalusia-
Opp Airport station at 92°F on the 7th.

October is normally our driest month for the state of Alabama. A drier than average October 
translates to a very dry month, but this year wasn’t one for the records. Of the 221 stations 
with rain gauges and no missing days of recorded observations, 24 stations reported less 
than 2 inches of rainfall. One station in Brewton recorded less than 1 inch of rainfall, which 
was also the driest location for this October. Drier than average conditions contributed to 
the continued degradation of drought across much of the state, with almost 75% of the 
state at some level of drought by the end of October. While most of the state was drier than 
normal, a few stations had some significant rainfall, significant for October that is. A station 
in Grove Hill had the most rainfall of the month at 7.26 inches, most of which occurred on 
October 13th.

As mentioned in previous Alabama Climate Reports, severe weather season never really 
ends in Alabama and that there is a secondary peak in late fall, i.e. November. While the 
secondary peak in November, this October demonstrated that tornadoes can occur at 
any month in Alabama. On October 29th-30th, 11 tornadoes were reported in Mobile 
and Baldwin counties. Fortunately, there were no fatalities and only 3 minor injuries were 
reported.  

Let’s be weather aware and prepared. 

Monthly summaries are provided by Drs. Rob Junod and John Christy.
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http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport


