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January 2022 experienced tornadoes, record high temperatures, and snowfall all in the 
matter of the first few days of 2022. The rest of January, however, was generally colder and 
drier than normal. 

Statewide, January’s monthly average temperature was 1.2°F colder than the long-term 
average of 45.1°F. January typically reports the coldest daily and monthly temperatures of 
winter. This January is making a strong case for the 2021-22 cold season. Several stations 
sank into the teens during 22nd to 23rd timeframe with two stations, one in Haleyville and 
one in Russellville, bottoming out at 14°F. While January was cold overall, it did record some 
daily record high temperatures in its first two days. The majority of the reporting stations in 
Alabama broke/tied their daily high temperature record with the unusually warm weather on 
January 1st and 2nd, illustrating how wide-spread the warmth was. The warmest location of 
the month is awarded to a station in Greenville, AL at 87°F on the January 1st.

For the third consecutive month, Alabama endured drier than normal conditions at 0.49 
inches below normal. However, this is a case where the average does not represent the 
whole state. While there were parts of the state that were drier than normal, many counties 
in North Alabama experienced wetter than normal conditions for the month. A station in this 
area, Cloverdale 6.6 WSW, recorded the most precipitation at 9.32 inches. The driest areas, 
on the other hand, were located in southwest Alabama including a station in Elberta that 
recorded only 1.59 inches of precipitation which was the driest location this month. 

From a monthly snowfall perspective many stations across central and north Alabama 
experienced anywhere from a dusting to about 10 inches. Most of this snowfall was due 
to a winter storm following on the heels of the record warmth, hitting Alabama on the 2nd 
and 3rd. The snowiest location this month was on Keel Mountain near Gurley, AL with an 
impressive 10.5 inches of snowfall.

As mentioned in last month’s report, there is potential for severe weather every month of 
the year. January 2022 was no exception. Six tornadoes were recorded, three on January 
1st in north Alabama and three on January 9th in south Alabama. Fortunately, no reported 
casualties or injuries on either date. As a reminder, stay weather aware and prepared. 

Monthly summaries are provided by Drs. Rob Junod and John Christy.
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