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As mentioned in October’s Alabama climate report, severe weather season never truly ends 
in Alabama as there is a secondary peak in late fall, i.e. November. This statement proved 
to be true on the 29th-30th of November with 12 confirmed tornadoes across central and 
south Alabama. Unfortunately, there were two fatalities and two injuries.

Unseasonably warm weather from the last few days of October persisted through the first 
third of November, where many stations recorded daily high temperatures in the 80s and 
even a few in the 90s. The hottest daily extreme of 92°F also occurred during this period 
on the 7th at the Andalusia-Opp Airport station once again. The second third of November 
was brutally cold with many stations logging temperatures 20°F and below. The coldest daily 
extreme of the month was recorded in the Russellville 4 SSE station at 16°F on the 21st. The 
last third of the month, returned to unseasonably warm weather again with many stations 3 
to 8 degrees above normal. Overall, Alabama was 1.8°F warmer than normal.

From a rainfall perspective, the state was 0.67 drier than normal, with a total of 4.52 inches 
of rainfall. Precipitation varied across the state with some areas wetter than normal and 
other areas drier than normal. A station in Frisco City recorded the most rainfall of the 
month at 10.73 inches, most of which occurred on the last day of November. In contrast, a 
station in Rehobeth recorded the least amount of rainfall of the month at 1.66 inches with 
no missing observations. 

With the conclusion of climatological fall (September, October, November), let’s look back 
at how Alabama fared this fall. Statewide, this fall was the 43rd coldest on record, with an 
average temperature of 63.5°F, which is 0.5°F colder than normal. Precipitation-wise, this 
fall was the 56th driest fall on record, with 9.47 inches of precipitation, which is 0.99 inches 
drier than normal. Looking ahead into winter, the Climate Prediction Center (CPC) forecasts 
a 40-60% chance for Alabama to see above normal seasonal average temperatures. The 
precipitation is a bit varied with forecasts for equal chances in the northern half of Alabama, 
and 33%-50% chance below normal in the southern half of Alabama. The following tables 
provide the normals for Alabama and the four major metropolitan areas relative to the 
1991-2020 reference period for each winter month.

Monthly summaries are provided by Drs. Rob Junod and John Christy.
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