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While the month of December was overall warm and slightly dry, the big weather headline of 
December was the blast of deep arctic air that spread across Alabama near Christmas. Most 
areas in Alabama have not dealt with this magnitude of cold in the last five years. Moreover, 
some areas in North Alabama have not experienced such bitter cold in over 25 years! 

This December was mild across Alabama, which is to be expected with an active La Niña. 
The state was 3°F warmer than the long-term average of 46.6°F. However, December 
experienced large swings in temperature. Unseasonably warm conditions persisted 
throughout the first half of December, with over 30 stations recording temperatures 80°F or 
above. During this warm pattern, three stations (Evergreen Middleton field, Mobile Regional 
Airport, and Andalusia-Opp Airport) recorded the hottest daily extreme of 85°F on the 7th. 
This warm spell ended by the end of December as an arctic air mass swept into the state 
where over 40 stations recorded single digit low temperatures. Two stations (Vinemont 2 
NNW & Lexington) split the title of the coldest location of the month at -1°F on the 23rd of 
December.

Unlike the swings in temperature, precipitation was consistently below normal for much of 
December. Statewide, rainfall was slightly drier than normal at 0.86 inches below the long-
term average of 5.15 inches. The driest location of the month with no missing data was the 
Seale 2.4 NNE station with only 0.81 inches of rainfall reported. On the wetter end of the 
spectrum, a station in Odenville was the wettest location of the month with 10.09 inches of 
recorded rainfall.

With the conclusion of 2022, let’s look back at how Alabama fared this year. Statewide, 2022 
was the 28th warmest year on record, with an average temperature of 64.0°F, which is 0.9°F 
warmer than normal. Precipitation-wise, 2022 was the 49th wettest year on record, with 57.7 
inches of precipitation. This is 2.45 inches wetter than normal. The title for hottest maximum 
daily temperature for 2022 goes to the Andalusia-Opp airport station at 105°F recorded 
on June 23rd. In contrast, the title for the coldest minimum daily temperature for 2022 is 
tied between two stations, stations in Vinemont & Lexington, at -1F on December 23rd. The 
wettest location of 2022 was recorded at a station in Dora with 83.94 inches of rainfall. In 
contrast, a station in Hurtsboro was the driest location at 47.98 inches of rainfall with no 
missing data.

As we enter 2023, Alabama has the potential for severe weather every month of the year, 
so it’s always a good idea to be weather aware and prepared. We look forward to letting you 
know about Alabama’s climate this year.

Monthly summaries are provided by Drs. Rob Junod and John Christy.
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