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March broke the four-month streak of consecutive drier than normal conditions for Alabama. 
Dry winter conditions, especially in the southern half of the state, are typical of a La Nina year 
in which tropical Pacific Ocean water temperatures are below average. The average statewide 
rainfall total was 7.86 inches which is 1.70 inches wetter than normal. There were large swaths 
of impressive rainfall across the state with over a hundred stations with 10 inches of rainfall 
or greater for the month! Many of these stations were concentrated in Alabama’s northern 
counties. Most of these counties had their top 10 wettest March on record. Individually, a 
station in Somerville, AL recorded the most rainfall for the month at 18.07 inches. Another 
station in Addison, AL broke the all-time single month record for rainfall (at 16.74 inches) with 
records starting in 1938 (previous record was in December 1990 at 15.51 inches). With the 
above normal rainfall, drought conditions across Alabama have improved significantly, especially 
for counties in the southwestern Alabama where drought no longer exists.

Temperature-wise, March was warmer than normal by 4.4°F statewide. Much of the warmth 
across the state was due to predominantly southerly flow in the last half of the month. 
Three stations (Selma, Evergreen Middleton Field, and Andalusia-Opp Airport) recorded the 
hottest spot month at 88°F. Even with the warmth, sub-freezing temperatures hit most of the 
state during the first ten days of the month. At one of the more mountainous stations, the 
thermometer dropped to 22 °F, the coldest spot of the month.

The above average warmth and moisture contributed to an environment primed for severe 
weather for the last two weeks of the month. In total, there were 39 tornadoes (several long-
track tornadoes), 16 hail reports with the largest reported hail at 2.75 inches in diameter in 
Pickens County, and 66 wind reports (preliminary). This active month of severe weather comes 
at the heels of the tenth anniversary of the terrible outbreak of tornadoes that swept across the 
southern U.S., including Alabama, in late April 2011.

If you don’t have a severe weather plan, now is the best time to make one. Know where to go 
and what to do the next time severe weather threatens.



3

Drought  Monitor
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Lawn & Garden Index
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Alabama Monthly Climate  Summaries
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re c ords
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New Alabama Clim ate  Re c ords Volunteer  Precipitatio n Rep o rt s
(Co Co R AH S)
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Vo lun tee r  Precipitation Reports
(CoCoRAHS)
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For questions, please contact:
alabama.climate@nsstc.uah.edu 

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport


