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With the exception of some hefty-sized hail associated with a storm system that went
through in early April, it would seem the state got through the month of April largely
unscathed after an active March.
Preliminary reports are that Alabama (Henry and Houston counties) was hit by two small
tornadoes in April with no injuries. An estimated 4-inch hailstone (near softball size) fell
in Orange Beach, AL on April 10th. This is the largest hailstone ever recorded in Baldwin
County. More information on this event can be found here: https://www.weather.gov/
mob/2021_April10_Severe.
After a warm March, April was slightly cooler than normal by 1.1°F statewide. Many stations
across the state recorded sub-freezing temperatures (54 stations in total). A U.S.-Forest
station in DeSoto State Park recorded the lowest temperature of month at 25°F. While on
average the state was cooler than normal, a few stations reached at least 90°F with the
Andalusia-Opp Airport recording the hottest temperature for the month at 91°F.
Precipitation varied from dry conditions in the northern counties to wet conditions in the
southern counties. The northern counties average about 1.4 inches drier than normal with
the Scottsboro 2 NE station recording the least amount of rainfall at 2.13 inches for the
entire state of Alabama. Meanwhile, the southern counties averaged about 2.8 inches wetter
than normal with the Dauphin Island 4.8 E station recording the most amount of rainfall at
15.76 inches.
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You may have heard of the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI) releasing
their new U.S. Climate Normals for temperature and precipitation with respect to 19912020. These normals are calculated every 10 years to update average conditions across the
U.S. and to provide better context to our current day weather.
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What does this mean for Alabama? If we look at the “old” normals (1981-2020) statewide,
March was the wettest month (5.46 inches of rainfall) and October (3.48 inches of rainfall)
was the driest on average. With the “new” normals, December (5.46 inches of rainfall) is the
wettest and October (3.5 inches of rainfall) remains the driest. Temperature-wise, using the
“old” normal (1981-2020) statewide, July was the hottest month (average temperature of
80.1°F) and January was the coldest month (average temperature of 44.5°F). With the “new”
normal, the hottest and coldest month are the same but there is a slight change in the
average temperatures (80.3°F for July; 45.3°F for January). However, for Alabama’s Climate
Report, we use the 20th century average (1901-2000) for state and county normals.
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Drought Monitor
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Lawn & Garden Index
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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New Alab a m a C l i mate Re c o rds
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