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The Alabama Climate Report

Brought to you by the Office of the Alabama Climatologist

Volume 6, Number 9, June 2016

It is summer in Alabama, and that usually means hotter tempera-
tures and a bit less rain.

Usually, but not always. This month we note the 100th anniver-
sary of July 1916, the wettest month in the state’s climate record
of more than 120 years.

As is often the case, Alabama’s record rain was caused in large
part by a hurricane or tropical system. The July 5 Gulf of Mexico
hurricane came ashore along the Mississippi and Alabama coast
during the afternoon of July 5. Wind in Mobile peaked at 106 mph.
The 11.6-foot storm surge — which inundated an area four blocks
Dr. John Christy, Alsbara State Climatologise - deep along the Mobile waterfront — is still a record. The storm
dropped 8.56 inches of rain on Mobile.

It was just getting started. After starting northwesterly across Mississippi almost into Louisiana and
Arkansas, the storm made a U turn and crossed into Alabama not far from Tuscaloosa on July 7. It
spent the next two and a half days dumping rain across north Alabama. Birmingham reported 4.58
inches on July 6, 7.02 on July 7 and another 2.47 inches over the next three days.

The official hurricane death toll was four, although there were early reports of as many as 17 deaths
in one location. Damages along the coast were set at $3 million (about $65 million in 2016 dollars).

The July 7, 1916, the Huntsville Daily Times reported: “... 17 negroes were reported killed, and 8 per-
sons hurt near Beloit, Ala. ... A railroad wire message from Mobile says three or four were killed and
much damage was done at the waterfront. A woman was reported killed (in) Lowdnesboro.”

On July 9, 1916, the Daily Times noted: “Practically all Southern trains from the West are annulled
this morning because of the washout of the bridge near Courtland, and other traffic along the line
of the Memphis division is (crippled) because of the heavy rains of the past few days.

“The L&N Railway is probably the heaviest sufferer between Birmingham and Mobile. Several trains
have been marooned for more than 24 hours.”

A second tropical system that came ashore along the Atlantic coast contributed about 3” of addition-
al rain in what is Birmingham'’s wettest month of record, with a soggy 20.12" of rain during that July.

The statewide AVERAGE rainfall for that July was 17.59”. By comparison, the second wettest July in
the Alabama record was in 1994, when the state average rainfall was 9.43".



The five wettest months in Alabama'’s official climate record are:

#1  July1916  17.59”
#2  Nov. 1948 15.07"
#3  Mar. 1929 14.82"
#4  Mar. 1980 13.81"
#5 Dec. 1961 12.21"

The July 1916 hurricane was also the earliest in the year for Alabama, which doesn’t have a June
hurricane in its weather history. So while the Atlantic hurricane season officially started a month
ago, itis unofficially time for folks along the Alabama gulf coast to get their tropical storm prepara-
tions in gear.

June was warmer than usual, and in some places significantly drier. The northeastern portion of
the state is in varying degrees of drought. After their driest May on record, Talladega, Scottsboro
and Muscle Shoals each got below normal rainfall in June. CoCoRAHS volunteers in Jackson County
said that county averaged only 2.05” of rain in June, compared to Scottsboro’s normal 4.28". Au-
burn saw its driest June on record (0.56"), while Mobile got 7.47" — half again its normal June rain.

Stations including Montgomery, Birmingham and Anniston hit 100° in June, while Clayton and
Marion Junction each set daily records on June 26, when the temperature hit 101°.
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Fill material slid down the mountain, leaving track suspended during heavy rains.
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Cotton bales and other debris in Mobile.
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Steamers sunk in Mobile by hurricane of July 5-9, 1916.
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Train running through flood water from the Tombigbee River near Wagar, Alabama.



The steamer “City of Mobile” sits on the municipal wharf at Mobile after the July 1916
hurricane passed through.

** ALL PHOTOS from NOAA photo library, Copyright 1917, Southern Railway Company
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U.S. Drought Monitor
Alabama

June 28, 2016
(Released Thursday, Jun. 30, 2016)
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for July 1, 2016
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Jume 2016

Statiom  Jume Mean Jue Hi Tenap Jume Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wetiest Jume Heaviest Day
Bepan  Fume MNomm Fecord Fi Fecord Low Nommal Prec.  Diniest JTone Fecord Day
) 78.3°  100° G256 57F GBM16 1567 927 1982 0417 @158
Anmston 21803 gege  qpoe, mE7Ee 420 BT 4147 0.00° 1988 3600 6MS0
80.6° 08° GMTMG  B5°  EB1E  0.56° 864 1009 021" &2518
Aubumn 1893 gga0 g7 g@@E3 390 BAG6 44T 057 1931 364 6528
Birmi 807°  100° G286 61°  6EM6 306 o04 1009 138 @418
Imingham 11930 ;e qpae mow@1 420 G186 378 070" 1088 385 @257
7e 064" GIPEMG  B15° GOM16 425 13800 1980 16X  6Mie
Brewton 41877 g2as  qpge  gMa@3  40° G356 587 100" 1998 645 @&370
c 70.0° 07° GG  61°  GOM16  301° 1458 2003 076 &d4Me
alera 91900 gene  qp3c  EEMBA 3T GBE 415 006" 1002 504 61242
775 073 GGG 573° GOM16 167 1187 1901 0447 62618
Clanton 21893 zene  qpge  groEs 42° BIA56 416" 060" 1088  7EY 62691
7e 0B.1° GIPEBMG 540° G@M6 27T M 101" 82718

Courtland M M M M M M
76.3° 040° GIPEME  512° GO16  3.81 M 160 826118

Cullman 787 M M M M M M
702" 00° GGG 55° BOM6 130 1107 1800 05T &EMe
Decatur 21820 o200 qpge grOi4 44° BIASE 358" 0207 1931 306 6434
812 0B° GGG B6°  EMME 5000 862 1842 135 @&1618
Dothan 21902 gp4e  qpa0  ao7me 480 BA56  4.310 110" 1945 378 62240
) 70.0° 037° GIPGM6 643° EM6 36T 1857 1880 131 GMAM8
Faithope #1917  guoc  qugey giq1/54 52° BG4 5.04° 071" 1977 780 680
757" 074° GIP5M6 508° GOM16 2600 10300 1934 14F  &nne
Gadsden 71893 Jope  gpoe go7me 470 BIASE 4347 013 1088 3107 62590
. 70.2° 074° GMTMG  600° GO16 210 056" 1083 1167 &27M8
Gainesville Lock 61948 2700 ypqe  goag7 420 6rs4 407 061" 1088 3400 @187

78.1° B44° A/Z5ME 581° GMAME 527 1025 1988 22 B3NS
Greensboro 21890 7o00  qpse, mroeme  41° G188 3T 066" 1088 5500 @70
) - 782 05.3° AZGME  641° G20ME6 2847 12000 1883 DB BA5N6
Highland Home 31892  ;poe  qpae, @g7ms 45 684 4700 127 1971 430 6370

807" L1 R Tl U S T Brale 4.40r 14.807 1848 21r  anng

Huntsville 11958 eee  gpe  gogen 45° 672 4407 017" 1088 446" 61480

June 2016 Alabama Climate Beport * Office of the Alabama Climatologist * http://nsste.nab.eduSaoscs
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Jume 3016
Stettom  Jume Mean June Hi Temp Jupe Low Temp  Todal Precip.  Wetiest June Heaviest Day
Bepan Jume Marm Fecard Hr Eeeord Lo Mormal Prec.  Direst Jume Fescard Diay
Mohil a0.a" ore BR28ME 88 8RaMg 74T 1.00r 1882 235 628n4
1900 gg e 1025+ GBR2MEE 480 6r1/84 5.01° 126 1877  6.08° arAve1

821° 100 G286 62  BOME 27T 1444 1980 D88 AMSME
Montgomery 61948  go0c qome  goAS4 40P B4 412 033 1979 301" AIZ857

Muscle S i 79.0° DE* E24/16 57°  GMOME 4890 1347 1988 1117 BTN
uscle Shoals 121940 je e gp4s goamz 440 BAT? 4000 10T 1988 560" AM202

FLiti f34° 6186 510 &8mMe R 1271 1947 21F aMira
Fuszellville sn9s3

737° 102 G28/54  36°+ B4R 427 D50 1988 3300 6804
. 76.4° 0E.2° B2516 520° Gm6 21 QOB 1988 090 61518
COMsDOTO 101361 g5 me qo7o, GEGY31  20° G356 438 065 1088 377 G201

78.3° 06.0° B2BME 503° &OM6 581 103 1680 1407 BI2TM6

Selma 11395 gone  qopr BoABe 47 B1E4 443 034 1088 365 @250

Talladesa 2 78.1° 0B0° BSME 555° &OM6 3210 1OT 1683 1000 816

B I8 e qor @ETSY 300 BT2 A4 03T 1988 4607 AI2207

77.6° 067" G286 500° &OM6 545 12600 1983 301 BI2TM6
Thomasville

M8l ggge (0BT GBI0  46°+ BME4 400 003 1088 308" AI20M3

Te4" ore G296 590 iy i 6.00° 1263 1888 218 6730M6

TIoy 61908 ;75 o5 GH@EZ 430 OO0 478 104" 1088 438"  GMT0

80.0° 0E* EMNIE 80" EMM6 4300 1188 1988 187 EM5M6

Tuscaloosa 61948  go00 o5 goam?  45° BASE 4207 127 1988 341" AMSE3
747" 04.8° G256 S00° GEM6 235 01g 1978 065 6516

Valley Head 11893 550 g gogmz 35 6188 433 054 1088 308" &M

Statewide Jame 2015 7EA2° | 100° 3 stations  50.8° Gadsden 3.89° 18.52° Fairhope  3.01" Thomasville
June Morm  77.24° /  109° Brewion  35° Valley Head 443 0,007 Anmision 7.82° Clanton

M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record
wThis data is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction

* This record differs from long-t2m data in the ADSC dimate dakEbase:
hitpr-/inssic. wuah edwaldimate'dimate/daly_cimate_and_normals php

Jame X016 Alabama Climate Bepore * Office of the Alabama Climatologist * http://nsste.nab. edn S aose/
The University of Alabama in Hunesville



New Local Climate Records'
June 2016

Precipitation, Daily

lMew

Rimcoed
1 Junsa W16
HUMNTSVILLE INTL AIRPT 210
2 Junsa N6
SAND MT SUBSTATION 160
3 Juns W16
MOLULTON 2 200
4 Juns 216
MOBILE REG. AIRFORT 235
3 Junsa W16
BESSEMER 3 WSW 1.70
GEMEVA NLUMEER 2 165
MILLERS FERRY L&D 1.50
6 Junsa 16
CARBON HILL 4 5E 184
14 June 2016
BANKHEAD LOCK & DAM 257
15 June 2016
GREENVILLE 240
TUSCALOOSA MUN APRT 1.82
16 June 2016
ADDISON 120
BESSEMER 3 WSW 120

CAHABA PUMP HOUSE 0.7
HOLT LOCK AND DAM 2487

JASPER 2.3
JOMES BLUFF L&D 23
PIME APFLE 296
PLANTERSWVILLE 218
WEST BLOCTON 188
1T June 2016

MONTGOMERY AIRPORT 072
TUSCALDCSA MUM APRT 1.12

18 Juns 2016
CALERA 210
COFFEEVILLE LED 115
26 June 2016
HUMTSVILLE INTL ARPRT 1.58
2T June 2016
CARBOMN HILL 4 5E 184

EUFALLAWILDLIFE REF 185
BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT 1.1

28 June 2016

COFFEEVILLE LED 319
JOMES BLUFF LED 313
JORDAN DAM 196
MILLERS FERRY L&D 123
20 June 2016

CHATOM 227

Prevines Previoes  Period of

Fear

1976-08-01

1981-08-02

1990-08-03

2009-08-04

2000-08-05
1995-08-05
1982-08-05

2005-08-06

2004-08-14

19536-08-15
1958-08-15

1990-08-16
2004-08-16
1998-08-16
201 0-08-16
1972-08-16
1998-08-16
1972-08-16
1988-08-16
2010-08-16

1980-08-17
1936-08-17

2003-08-18
1991-08-18

1994-08-26

1948-08-27
1994-08-27
1998-08-27

1998-08-28
2013-08-28
1962-08-28
2002-08-28

1962-08-29

Recosd  Recond
154 ar
148 67
1.57 1)
1.60 1]
075 1)
0895 40
Q.32 a5
134 T8
1.50 1)
167 115
1.60 1]
087 T8
Q.70 1)
037 34
1.42 a5
078 1]
1.87 a5
165 4B
1.85 Fi -
1.05 Fi 7
0.57 1]
0.8& 1]
140 115
0.58 33
1.47 a7
1.52 T8
080 48
1.47 a6
2.00 33
1.88 a5
078 Fi)
1.05 a5
1.81 B

Precipitation, Wettest June Day
Mew Previoes  Previows Pesid of
Riecond WeSesiDay FRecord  Record
12 June 2046
JONES BLUFF LED 313 1989-06-12 280 35

Maximum High Temperature, Daily

Mzw Prasy os Presioes  Pewd of
Rescoed Holest Record  Rescord

Dy
1 Junsa M6

CLANTON 97 2099-06-04 &5 B0
14 June 2016

CLANTON 100 2000-De-14 ] B0
15 June 2016

RUSSELLVILLE No. 2 9B 1958-D6-15 &7 B2
18 June 2016

OPELIKA 96 1984-DE-1B L 58
235 June 2016

ANMISTOM METRO ARPT 100 1978-06-25 1] 113
28 June 2016

CLANTON i 2M0-De-26 ] 60
MARION JUNCTIOM 2 NE 101  1954-D6-28 100 BE
SAMD MT SUBSTATION 9B 1952-D6-26 &7 BE

Minimum Low Temperature, Daily

Mew Previoes  Previoes  Perind of
Recosd Vmap Recoed  Recoed

21 June 2016
FAIRHOPE 2 NE........ e B 1995-D8-21  ED Qg
GEMEVANMUMBER Z.............. a8 197e-De-21 B 40
Z3 June 2016
GEMEVANMUMBER Z.............. B2 Z00T-DE-23 B3 40

1 hitp-/fwf ncde_noaa.goviextremes/records/

Jame I016 Alabama Climate Beport * Office of the Alabama Climatolopist * hetp://nsste.nah ednSaoses
The University of Alabama in Hontsvalle



Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)

Autanga
Baldwin
Barbour
Bibb
Blount
Bullock
Butler

Chambers
Cherokees

Escambia
Etowah
Fayette

Franklin
Geneva
Greene
Hale

Henry

Total Precip.

# Statioms

37
505

2

]
b2

na.

na.
B8

na.

na
146

na.

200

4 85

203

632

na.

na.

364

284

na.

130

na.

.

282

328

345

is2

257

273

N

240

na.

na.

na.

na.

na.
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Jume 2016
Total Precip. | # Stations
Houston 395 3
Jackson 205 7
Jefferson 398 13
Lamar na. 0
Landerdale 14 10
Lawrtence 5596

Lee 193 3
Limestone 2.86 10
Lowndes na. 0
Macon na. 0
Madison 240 44
Marengo na. 0
Marion 2.29 1
Marshall 399 10
Mobile 578 14
Monroe 5.37 2
Montgomery 316 4
Morgan 383 5
Pery na. 0
Pickens 340 1
Pike mna. 0
FRandolph 219 2
Fussell 2.60 2

St. Clair 449 4
Shelby 419 16
Sumter mna. 0
Talladega 229 4
Tallapoosa 221 3
Tuscaloosa 554 5
Walker na. 0
Washington 507 1
Wilcox 4 80 2
Winston 297 2

Normal
June
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 481"
Albera ... 376
Alex City ... 385"

Aliceville ............... 338"
Andalusia ............4582°

Ashland .................. 442"
Athens .. 3485
Bay Minette ... b
Beszemer ... 3.89°
Billimgsley ............... 4107

Cenfreville WSMO . 4.06
Claiborne L&D .......4.35°

Clayton ... 426"
Daughin Isl. ........... 4.90°

[ 474"
EufaulaWi ... 4.11°
Evergresn .............. 506"
Fayette ... 4 68"
Geneval? ... 498"
Greemwille ... 4 39"
Haleyville ... 4.20°
Hamilion 35 ... 427"
Heflin . 1 -
Hurtsborg ... 3.36°
Jasper e 147
Lafayetie ... 3607
Livimgston ............. 376"
Melwin ... 376"
Milgtead ... 372"
Moulton ... 3T
Oneonta ... 417
Perryville ... 402"
Planterswille .........4.02°
Fock Mills .............. 3.85°
Fockford ............... 4.02°
Sylacauga .............. 422"
Union Springs .........4.33°
Unigrtown .............. Je1"
VEMON . 443
Wamior L&D ... 333"
Wetumpka ... 408"

"Eoutheast Regloral Slmates Cenber
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Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry

UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618

Bob Clymer

Assistant State Climatologist

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
bob.clymer@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7771

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport



