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July wasn't especially remarkable. No station in Alabama
reported a daily high temperature record, and only two —
Greensboro and Lawson Field — set daily record lows.

In our statewide sample, July was a bit cooler than normal and
somewhat drier than normal, although that is an average and
we know those can be misleading. Scottsboro got 7.88" of rain,
which sets that station’s record for July, while three of the 27
stations in our sample got less than 3" for the month. Valley
Head — which isn't all that far from Scottsboro — reported
only 2.22" of rain in July.

This month, however, is the tenth anniversary of the hottest
month in the Alabama climate record. The average tempera-
ture for August 2007 was an uncomfortable 84.4° F. That's a full degree warmer than the two
months tied for second: August 1954 and September 1930.

D, |ohn Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

But the average temperature doesn't tell the full story of how uncomfortable and hot August
2007 really was. You get that only by looking at the daily high temperatures. And it was baking.

At least 18 stations statewide hit 100° or hotter for a minimum of 13 days that August. The
average high for the Montgomery area and Wetumpka was 99.2° and 99.0°, respectively. That
included 15 days with high temps of 100° or more.

That wasn't the worst of it. High temps in Hamilton averaged 100.0° that month, including a
high of 109°. Pinson, in Jefferson County, and Belle Mina, in southern Limestone County, each
averaged a high of 100.1° for the month, and each recorded a monthly high of 107°. Twice.

Belle Mina might have gotten the worst of it, with daily highs hitting at least 100° on 20 days in
August, including a stretch of 16 days in a row.

The heat took a toll, with at least 13 deaths in the state blamed on the heat.
When you look at those highs, however, you wouldn't expect to see such a low statewide aver-
age, only 84.4°, That was because low temperatures that month weren’t that much warmer

than seasonal norms.

With daytime highs averaging 100.1°, Pinson’s days were 11.4° hotter than normal that August.



But the average low for the month was 71.4°, which was only 4.3° warmer than normal.

Poor Belle Mina, which averaged highs 9.3° warmer than its August norms, was only 0.9°
warmer than normal at night, with an average low that was a pleasant 64.4°!

Nights in Wetumpka were actually cooler than normal for the month, with an average low of
68.7° compared to the normal low of 70.4°.

That kind of a temperature swing is most often seen in deserts, where 30° and 40° daily tem-
perature swings aren't uncommon. No one is going to mistake Alabama for a desert, but the
air that month was dry enough to let the nights cool.

Water vapor is the 800-pound gorilla of greenhouse gases, and water vapor is something
Alabama usually has in abundance. That normally keeps our nighttime temperatures from
dropping as much as they do in the desert.

But August 2007 was the 15th driest August in the state’s climate record. It was part of a
severe drought that started earlier in the year and continued into 2008. The dry air allowed
a somewhat larger than normal swing in temps, and kept temperatures from being more
miserable than they already were.

There's nothing to indicate we're going to see anything like that this August, but it's still a
good idea to be prepared.

- John Christy



U.S. Drought Monitor July 25, 2017
(Freleased Thursday, Jul, 2T, 2017)
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
July 2017

Statiom  JFuly Mean Jualy Hi Temp Jaly Lowm Termap Total Precip.  Wettest Toly Heaviest Day
Bepan  Tuly Momn Fecord Fi Fecord Low Nommal Prec.  Diest July Fecornd Day
) 20.6° 08° TIZIAT  B6°  TMMT 484 12210 1975 1000 TI2SAT
Anmiston 21803 gnge qpse 7AB0 S0 THSET 4400 07 1083 51%F 75
r 80.8° 04* TIIAT  B6*  TMMT 4800 1573 1916 2007 TI2SAT
Aubumn 1893 goge  qpae  7@E0 52 TASET 5.aT 130" 1914 700" 7/0M48
S r 81.8° 08° TIZIAT  B6°  TOAMMT 940 1007 1985 3647 TI4AT
Imingham 11930 gnoe  gppe 7pe@ED 51T TASET 5000 030 1083 547 72785
e r 786 020° 71277  B6S° TMMT 323 1908 1975 104" TI2SMT
WIOD 41977 ange  qpge  Tr24m2 510 THSET 7040 166" 2000 7.88 73175
& 81.0° 05° TIIAT  BE* AT 257 1857 1916 147 THENT
Alera 91900  goa0 qpse 77T S0° THSET 5360 042 1083  7.00° 771016
ar 78.6° 020° TIMAT  E27 TAMAT 34%F 1387 1971 104 THINT
anton 21893 goae  qpge, 7oEm2 53 TASET 5760 1200 1995 744" T/4M0
70.5° 045 TIGMNT B  TMMT  5TF M 176" TRAT

Courtland M M M M M M
772" 020° TIMAT  B0G° THOMT 436 M 1200 THSAT

Cullman 7807 M M M 444" M M
o 80.2° 05° TIEAIT  62*  TADMT 566 1080 1958 276 7287
Calul 21820  gnee  qpyegqziE0t 380 TAIM4 427 067 1062 465 TH8S50
824" 0B° TIONMT 67  TMAT 355 1273 18 104 TIENT
Dothan 21802 gyac o3¢ 7p24m2  57° 75002 5.86° 217 1003 B7F 748
) r 80.2° 036° TINM7  86.3° TMMT 281" 13410 1985 D710 TENT
Faithope #1817  gyee  gpq=  7em0  5e°  THBET 800 0BT 1083 1457 TIANGT
. 76.0° 00 TIMAT 602 TMMT 83T 13410 1985 2300 THSAT
Gads TIER3  gpge  qD3% TMSEE 52 TIM1ME3 44T 070 1080 336"  7MNG8
. 70.8° 036° TIZIMNT  B6S° TOAMT 447 811" 1002 0BT Ti28M7
Gainesville Lock 61948 op e qpse, 7pqsm0 55° 71567 2910 037 1000 412 BMNTD
70.2° 024° TH4MT  B57° TAOMT 468 1103 1985 1700 THEAT
Greensboro 21890 gy ge  go7e, 7M@B0  56°  T/2347 538 11" 2000 3000 718738
- — : 78.1° 023° TIMAT  BTA° TMAT T3 1070 1904 21T TNT
ighland HOmE 31892  ;ope  qpse  7i15m0  54°  TASET 483 110 1978 315  TIMB
2 . 82.1° 0B° THWIT 65 TMMT B84 14810 1087 2600 TMAT
untsville 11958 g0 qpas  7i4BB  53° TASET 4500 070 1983 481" 752001
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Fuly 2017
Stattom  July Mean July Hi Temp July Low Temnp  Todal Precip.  Wettest July Heaviest Day

Began Tuly MNomm Fecard Hi Eeeord Lo MNormal Prec.  Dmest July Fascard Dray

) g2.2¢ 06 TROMT T TEINT 33 13447 1682 078 TRIMT

Mobile 31900 gi'ee gpes 7osER B2°s TIGET BS4T 177 1983 421 TMSE0
g1.8° 98 TIMNT B¢ TRINT ASD Qpo 1988 124" TI2ANT

Montgomery 61948 gy qoEe, oSE2 BOP TS0 53T 160" 2000 384" TH4T3

. . 8z2.1° B TIT B TRINT 456 1440 1975 12X TENT
uscle Shoals 121940 gnoe  gpes, gooE? 53 BTT2 45T 0Er 1977 560° TIZET2
o 77.5° g2.3° 727117 580° 7ROMT 586" 10T 1994 214 7r28NT
ussellville 81953 ;one  qpas  7ram0 45°  TRAD 485 127 1978 340 7/24/83

¥rae w37 TMT o828 TRiInT ¥ 88 TEE" 1584 284 TMNT
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Selma 11395 goee  qo7e, TM4BO ST THSET 428 111" 2000 308 7704
T 78 4° g3.1° 7VMMT B3ATS TRINT 34T 911" 1985 088 7I25MT
Ed 18BE  ggos  qo7e THTIBD 51°+ T2 ATE 1400 1991 305 7858

787" f22° TRAMT  8hTe  TRaT 3.48° 15817 1888 18177 72407

Thomasville
W8l gy4c q07* TANI0 560 THEET  AO05F 060 2000 55 768

80.6° 95 TONT BB TRINT 48T 1550 1984 177 7r2ANT
Troy 61908  gnee qo7+ 7736 S6°  TMSET 5800 166" 2000 455 7164

g22° BE*  TrAMT &7 TRy a4r 1227 1887 245 THaAT

Tuscaloosa 61948 gyae  gp= 7oem2 540 TS0 5.00° 07T 1970 457 712007

74.8° BO5* TrAAMT  59.3°  TofT 2xr MF4 18786 054 7T

Valley Head 11895 55 qpse 7;ais2  45°  TMS7 513 04T 1987 452 7578

Statewide July 2017 7p.78° |/ 00°M. Shoals 5B.9° Russelvile 478" 18.08" Brewton  4.72" Brewion
July Norm  80.14® / 108" Scottsboro  38° Decatur 517 0.30° Bemingham  7.82° Clandon

M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
"Mew Record
wThis data is missing this month due to an mstrument matfunction

* This recond differs from long-t2m data in the ADSC dimate dakEbase:
hitpr-/inssic. uah edwaldimate'dimateldaly_cimate_and_normals ghp
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network {CoCoRAHS)

Autanga
Baldwin
Barbour
Bibb
Blount
Bullock
Butler

Chambers
Cherokee

Escambia
Etowah
Fayette

Franklin
Geneva
Greene
Hale

Henry
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July 2017
Total Precip. | # Stations

Houston 306 2
Jackson 965 [
Jefferson 8.50 15
Lamar n.a. 0
Launderdale 507 10
Lawrence 344 2
Lee 430 2
Limestone 699 7
Lowndes na. ]
Macon 191 1
Madison 746 22
Marengo na. 0
Marion 285 1
Marshall 6.61 10
Mobile 7.30 14
Monroe 5.82 2
Montgomery 575 4
Morgan 706 5
Perry Ia. 0
Pickens 266 1
Pike ILa. 0
Randolph 6.94 2
Russell 840 2

St. Clair 601 5
Shelby 6.20 16
Sumter na. ]
Talladega 433 4
Tallapoosa 6.79 2
Tuscaloosa 383 5
Walker na. 0
Washington B8.86 1
Wilcox 6.92 2
Winston 346 2

Normal
July
Precipitation*
Abbeville ... 614"
Albera ..............500°
Alex City oo 2147
Aliceville ..............4.55°
Andalusia ... 647"
Azhland ............. 564"
Athenms ... 4.30°
Bay Minette ... &.08"
Bessemer ..............0.25"
Billingsley ........... 233
Cenfreville WSMO . 5.15°
Chaiom ..............621"
Claibome L&D ... 5.358°
Claytan ... 2.91°
Cauphin lsl. ... 643"
Elbs ..o 5457
Eufaula Wil ... 514"
Evergreen ..............65.41"
Fayette ... 477
GenevaZ ... 0.4
Gresmville ... 5.66°
Haleyville ... 4.84°
Hamilion 35 .........4.67"
Hurishoro ... L2y
Jasper ... 0257
Lafayetie ... LLr
Livingston ............ 576"
Melwin ... 584
Milstead .............. 518"
Moulton ... 447
Pemyville ... o.04°
Plartersville ........... 5.18°
Fock Mills ...........512°
Fockford ... Lexr
Sylacauga - 13
Union Springs ........ 5.627
Uniontown .5 11"
Vemaon ... 5.29°
Warmior LED ... 412
Wetumpka ... 471"

"Southeast Regloral Tamate Cenber
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New Local Climate Records’
July 2017

Precipitation, Daily
MNew Preioes Previoes  Pesiod of
Fimcoed Year Reword  Recod
™M July 2017
BAMMHEAD LOCK & DAM 170 196507 067 6D
JASPER 283 200507-H 157 5B
02 July 2017
COFFEEVILLE LOCK & DAM 106  {984-0702 105
SELMA 205 19590702 191 122
04 July 2017
SCOTTSEORD 312 193074 250 125
05 July 217
RUSSELLVILLE Mo. 2 231 23070 208 B3
08 July 2047
FAIRHOPE 2 ME 446 19880708 28 a9
09 July 2017
COFFEEVILLE LOCK & DAM 051 19890708 D48 34
GENEWA NUMBER. 2 155 19900708 072 ¥
12 July 2017
CAHABA PLMP HOLUSE 2240 19990712 085 35
15 July 2017
BESSEMER 3 Wi5W 188 19860715 127 4D
TALLADEGA 180 49790715 1325 129
A7 July 2017
ATMORE 187 20090717 180 7T
18 July 2017
ALICEVILLE LAND D 088 19800718 029 a7
CAHABA PLMP HOLUSE 048 20400718 042 35
THORSEY EXP. STATION 234 19970718 1. ]
24 July 27
SCOTTSEORD 152 1905-07-2 080 125
BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT Je4  1986-07-M 138 &
26 July 2017
FTEEMNING LAWSON FLD 301 19880726 068 6B
27 July 27
HALEYVILLE 185 19880727 145 14
MOBILE D'TOWH ARRPORT 072 20130727 060 68
28 July 247
ATHEMS 180 49820728 03 T8
GEMEVA MUMBER 2 058 1980-07-78 048 4
HUNTSVILLE INT'LAIRPORT 234 1972-07-28 187 5B
20 July 2017
FINE APFLE 146 2009-07-29 139 49
30 July 2017
JACKSON 183 19e2-07-30 48 55

Minimum Low Temperature, Daily
Mew Previoes  Previows Pesod of
Recoed  Coldest Record  Reecord

Dy
30 July 2017
GREENSBORD oo 55 20140730 57 125
3 July 2017

FT BENMING LAWSON FLD...64  20M307-31 &8 BB

' nede.noaa.govicdo-web/datatools/records
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Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry

UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618
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