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The Alabama Climate Report

Brought to you by the Office of the Alabama Climatologist

Volume 5, Number 5, February-March 2015

The tardy timing of this month'’s report is proof that even the state clima-
tologist and his staff aren’t immune to the whims and limitations of the
weather. And three significant winter weather events in a three week span
— in Alabama — are enough to upset any schedule.

So, at the tag end of what had been a relatively normal Alabama winter, we
get three events that bring north Alabama the trifecta of winter weather:
snow, sleet and freezing rain back-to-back-to-back. It might not be un-
precedented, but none of the lifetime locals on staff can recall so many
frozen precipitation events over such a short span of time.

Some stations saw their heaviest total snowfall for a February, with unof-
Dr. Juhn Christy, Alsbarma State Climatologiss — f1Cial reports of more than a foot of snow in Blount County and on Sand
Mountain. Other official tallies for the month included:

Valley Head, 9.5 inches
Decatur, 9.0 inches
Huntsville, 8.8 inches
Muscle Shoals, 3.5 inches
Birmingham, 0.7 inches

And even places that didn't see snow or ice saw temperatures that were significantly cooler than usual in Febru-
ary:

Decatur, -9.6°
Muscle Shoals, -8.9°
Huntsville, -8.4°
Birmingham, -8.3°
Anniston, -7.1°
Tuscaloosa, -6.8°
Calera, -6.7°
Mobile, -6.4°
Montgomery, -5.8°
Dothan, -5.5°

Troy, -4.5°

And while we are finally warming into March, this is a reminder that we should be especially weather prepared
and weather aware during this time of the year. Strong storms and violent weather are especially common dur-
ing the spring, so we should all make the appropriate preparations.

- John Christy



U.S. Drought Monitor March 3, 2015

Alabama e N TARE Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
Drought Gonations (Percent Area) for March . 2015

Curesed | 4450 | =00 | a7 | oo | am | am
Last Weak | o000 | 9 | 1722 000 | 000 | 000
Bar B
) ‘ oenhs Ags | 515 | eags | 478 | 3% | om | am
i LEt
: S of
Catemtar Tear | 02ae | 3 | am | oo | oo | 00
43307
St of
Ve Voar | 1771 o708 | 2200 | 195 | am | am
L i ]
* 1‘ Do Your Mg | 0120 | o | 000 | 00 | ouoo | cubd
J FEHT
' MtEEEN

p
1l Abacrmraty ey B oot nimage:

. ‘ ot wrswrn oo [ o eroptena Dol
' 1?: '_..1__ 3 Swwers Prowaght
T Dirimaghd Monifon Excnises on brodndha cale comd@iona
Locad ool rmay vary. Ses purnpray berd ary
ke Eorwvast adatwmenss
At

O Samcval
Westem Fegionsl Cimate Cenber

)

a
Hhgsr s

USDA
ﬁ =N ﬁ Nyt

o~

hitp:droughtmoniter. un . eduw!

<20 -1.5 -1.0 405 00 05 10 15 20




Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Feb. X014 Feb. 2014
Siaticn  Feb.Mean  Feb. Hi Temp Feb.Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest Feb. Heaviest Dray Station Feb.hiean  Feb. Hi Temp Feb.Low Temp  Todal Poecip.  Wettest Feb. Heaviest Day
Bepam Feb. Momm Feecord i Fecond Low Noomal Prec.  Dmiest Feb. Record Day Began Feb. Momm Reeard Hi Reecord La MNormmal Pree.  Dwmiest Feb. Fecard Dray
it s 40.1° 68" 2813 15° 21815 2667 d.00" 1000 1.067 272515 E 47 4° 78 2215 25 NG5S 218" 1B 1883 077 22515
47 3" 845+ 22306 4= 21 TIRE 4.5 1.19° 1878 3400  HHEZ Mobile 31900 B3 Re B4®  2MVED 1174+ LT AN 108" 1009 537 2MDE1
Anbum 42 1% 66"~ 215 18" 25 447 1781 1681 - T [ T 44 7 TI= /g5 2P 20115 484" Qe 1082 128~ 2IEHR
VIE93  4pge az® 4@ F* 2T 52T 150" 1943  7BT 27561 Montgomery 61948 g e BE*  UET 10+ 506 545 111" 1000 554" 20481
-t 04" ge® 2813 13* 2185 4ar 828" 1801 145 2M16M135 383" 87 275 11 Mans 311 1074 1901 117 2115
Bimmingham 11930 g 0. 83% VFWOE 3° 21758 421 131" 1078 546" 27081 Muscle Shoals 121940, e 81° {UEZ . {aEa 448 051" 1078 503 2117048
45.0% s 0L et o LT o et . | il 12187 1882 12T 2H*aM5 L 24 Q0 BE.1°  2i8/15 735 0/M5 3 55" 1128 1089 17 AR
DT 51.0 grc  2AM3ia2 11°+ 2470 RET 145" {1880 a1 211 Russellville sness 47 /e E4®  2/4)DE -1y 058 481 peE 1972 B75 2romd
41.8° m* 2815 180 N85 455 12.62° 1861 076 2215 219" 503 11115 81° 2MOM5 335 060" 1900 1807 21815
Calera 21900 4o g 85"  MWE2 4  2MNTD 53 061" 1088 555 236 ScotfsboTo 101361 4q e B7° OMEBE &' BB 537 077 1078 A0 21R/05
Clanton 0.7 G848 2815 1687 219156 4 58" 200" 190D 1068 21815 42 ge TI0° 20815 10.2° 220115 443 go7r 1082 153" R
g 8.6 84 214ig2 a 2506 L 23T D 4 B 236 Selma 11895 B /@ ER®  2PTED (vl e | 487 154~ 2000 531" Lmo
4.8° 851" 215 88" 2NeMs 410 hé 14 2215 Im8* 68.1° 2/8/15 147° 2MoM5 3500 1037 1883 101" 21815
Courtland g - %
M M M M M M Talladega 21388 44 0 B4% OBTT P 2MEME &1 1200 1978 451" 22181
5.3 g5.07 2815  868° 21813 368 M 1.5 216M35 ;i 431" 71.2° 215 21°  220M5 42T 1437 1929 131" 225
Cullman 71807 Thomasville #1391
M M M M hé M 40.0° BE* 21M0¥32 5 2M3M80D 505 127" 2000 715 N11M807
e 4.8° g5° 2815 8 2NeNs 38w 12167 1839 1147 2215 45 4° 74 2215 18  220M5 0 380" 1087 1875 144~ 22515
HIEW 83" 2M482 -12° J13INBED 488 070" 1968 3867 2M/51 Troy e1908 gy o 85% 2MTI01 10+  JENE 487 0T 2000 5600 1M181
Dothan 21502 47.5° mo2Ens 23 22013 39T 10.36° 1839 154 225N135 Al 41.0° 71° 2815 197  2MOM5 458" 1270° 1983 116" 212115
H3 5" 8d4® 22544 1z 2351 4 B a3 1851 i T Tuscaloosa 61948 40 8¢ BE®  2MVED Ll el | R.O7 173 1078 544" 12181
y 47 8% A3 X1 2MA° ZMW15 281" 1181 1883 17X 255 13 /e B3 A® 209/15 g 05 3 04" 1477 1000 153 IMEHE
Ia]ﬂl:I.'E i 231- are 2Mam|2 i 2351 547 meZ" 1o 81" 21181 vaFHm 171883 40.6° BOF 142 -1+ 11058 582" 074~ 1978 7.38" 2M8m0
34 6 B44° BM5 TS5 2195 3800 101" 1900 1600 2/118/15 :
Gadsden 71893 4 40 B2 UIWER  1° RS 481 071" 1878 AT5 A Statewide Feb. 2015 4078 7E°Mobile  £°ValleyHead 380"  17.81"Aubum  1.72" 2 stations
Feb. Norm  47.74° ET*4 stafions  -12° 3 stations 508" 051" M. Shoals £.81" Fairhope
. 412° 714° 2815 200° 211915 380 11.00° 1883 08 21615
Gainesville Lock 61948 47000 87° 2M4A2 @+ 2606 400 155" 2000 536" 216/00
M: Daia is missing or nof availahie
41.6° 708° 2815 17.9° 2115  45r 1277 1900 124" 20118015 *Mew Record
Greensboro 2180 gy e g7 2M3\2 T 20408 53T 184" 2000 518 22181 #This data is missing this month due to an nstrument maffunciion
. H 43 8° fE9° 2BM5 18.3° 22015 347 10.78° 1875 1267 2025015 * This Pecand differs fom long-i2m data in e ADSC dimate database:
Highland Home 31892 45 40 BB 2MWEE T+ 2EDE 535 1207 1880  53% 21775 hitpiinssic. wuah. edualimateidimate/daly_cimate_and_normals. php
H e 373" g7° 2815 11 285 3T 10014 1904 135" 20118015
UNEsvILe 11958 49 e B3" TWOE 1° 2406 ATO 0507 1078 404 2004

Feb_ /March 1015 Alabama Climate Bepore * Office of the Alabama Climatologist * hitp://nsstc nab edufao0sc/
The University of Alabama in Huntsville

Feb./March 1015 Alabama Climate Repore * Office of the Alabama Climatolopist * hetp://nsste. nah edusaoses
The University of Alabama in Hunesville



Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
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The University of Alabama in Hunesville
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February 2015 NWS percentage of normal precipitation
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Hottest - Coldest

Record begins in 1895

Year-to-date

1. 1921 65.7°
2. 1927 65.6°
3. 1911 65.3°
4. 1922 65.2°
5. 1933 65.1°
1998 65.1°
1925 65.0°
1990 64.9°
2012  64.9°
1938 64.5°
2007 64.4°
1896 64.3°

January
through AVG  63.1°
Dec.

2014 . 2014 62.2°

1963 61.7°
1966 61.7°
1895 61.6°
1960 61.5°
1901 61.4°
1969 61.4°
1979 61.4°
1940 61.2°
1958 61.2°

Coldest . 1983 61.2°

1968 61.0°
1976  60.7°

Office of Alabama Climatologist
The University of Alabama in Huntsville
nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/
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Statewide Average Temperature

http://lwww.sercc.com/climateinfo/monthly_seasonal.html

Wettest

January
through

Dec. AVG 55.10”
2014

Alabama Climate Report
Climate Extremes

Wettest - Driest

Statewide Average Precipitation

http://www.serceicom/climateinfo/monthly_seasonalthtm|™ S

Record begins in 1895

Yegr to Date

1929 75.08”

2 1975 74.77"
3 2009 73.78"
4. 1983 70.36”
5. 1961 69.83"
6 1979 67.92”
7 1948 67.64"
8. 1973 67.17"
9. 1912 66.56"
10. 1964 66.50”
11. 1919 65.97”
12. 1900 65.85”

56. 2014 55.95"

1941 46.19”
1910 46.19”
1896 46.16”
1981 45.80”
1930 45.80”
1921 45.44"
1914 45.33”
1968 45.22"
1931 43.84”
2000 42.50”
1904 40.60”
2007 37.87"
1954 35.39”

Office of Alabama Climatologist

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
nsstc.uah.edu/aosc/

Alabama State Climatologist

John R. Christy

Alabama State Climatologist
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville
christy@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7763

Contact:

Phillip Gentry

UAHuntsville Communications

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
gentry@nsstc.uah.edu

256.961.7618

Bob Clymer

Assistant State Climatologist

The University of Alabama in Huntsville
bob.clymer@nsstc.uah.edu
256-961-7771

http://nsstc.uah.edu/alclimatereport



