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For most of Alabama, it has been a long time since we saw a
February this warm. If you look at the climate record, however,
that's hardly surprising: With the exception of 1990 (and now
2017), the 13 warmest Februaries on record in Alabama all hap-
pened at least 55 years ago. (13 because there is a tie for 12th.)

The February just past is the warmest on the Southeast Region-
al Climate Center’s 81-year climate record for both Huntsville
and Montgomery. Huntsville's average temperature (53.1°) was
more than a full degree Fahrenheit warmer than the second
warmest February (1990 at 51.9°), while Montgomery's 59.4°
was one tenth of a degree warmer than the previous warmest
February in 1957.

Dr. John Christy, Alabarma State Climatologist

It was also the second warmest February on record in both Mobile (61.4°) and Birmingham (55.4°).

It will be several days before the official statewide numbers come in, but early reports indicate
February 2017 should slide easily into the state’s top five warmest Februaries.

But what (if anything) does that mean in terms of forecasting for the coming spring?
Generally speaking, absolutely nothing.

There is no apparent correlation between a warm winter and the spring weather that follows. We
are no more likely to get March snow after a warm February than we are after a cold one. Violent
weather is typically the result of short-term weather systems, rather than those that linger for
weeks or months at a time.

One effect of the warm dry month-and-a-half, however, is the way it warmed the soil and ad-
vanced the emergence of vegetation about three weeks ahead of schedule.

Two major consequences are (1) an increased vulnerability to freeze damage, and (2) the diver-
sion of soil moisture from supporting stream flows to supporting plant growth. Indeed, we are
seeing stream flows in some cases near all time lows in north Alabama. And a freeze in March
is usually a good bet, especially in the north end of the state. Frost damage to plants and crops
is much more likely when February or March is unusually warm. Remember April 2007 and the
Easter Freeze after a very warm March?



Which brings us to March. While Alabama recorded two tornadoes in February and 21 in Janu-
ary (21!), March is generally considered the start of the four-month peak tornado season for
the state.

While the April 2011 tornado outbreak remains fresh in our memories, the state’s deadliest
tornado event was the storm system that hit the Southeast on March 21-22, 1932. While tor-
nadoes from that system were reported from Mississippi to South Carolina (and as far north
as lllinois), Alabama was the hardest hit, with 268 deaths and another 1,849 reported injured.

Unfortunately, March pops up again and again in Alabama'’s tornado history: March 18, 1899,
with 40 killed. March 21, 1913, with 27 killed. March 18, 1920, with 17 fatalities. March 27, 1932
— less than a week after the deadly outbreak — with six additional deaths. Palm Sunday 1994,
with 22 fatalities. And so forth.

This past weekend was the tax holiday for emergency preparations, and that's a good thing.
But whether you save eight or nine percent or not, now is a critical time for weather prepara-
tion and awareness. History and science give us all the warnings we need, but it means noth-
ing if we don't make a plan and prepare for the worst.

- John Christy
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Lawn-and-Garden Moisture Index
for March 2, 2017
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries
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February 2017
Feb. Hi Temp Feb. Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest Feb.
Record Hi Record Low Nommal Prec.  Dmnest Feb.
a1 2247 29° 21417 297 8.99° 1990
847+ 223/96 4° 2M17i58 4.807 1.19" 1978
79" 22417 307 21417 4127 17.61° 1961
82 2M4/62 T 20317 527 1.50" 1943
81° 22417 247 21417 295" 9.28" 1971
83"+ 223/96 3 2M17i58 4217 1.31° 1978
80.1° 21217 3.1 24NT 291" 12.19° 1982
a7 21362 117+ 214170 567 1.45" 1980
81 22417 31 21417 416" 15.62° 1961
a5°  2M13/62 4° 210079 5AZF 0.61" 1968
79.9° 22417 297 2417 3.54" 8.99° 1990
84°  2M4/62 5° 215/96 548" 227 2000
78.2° 22417 196° 2417 242"
M M M
T 22417 222 2HANMT 3.547
M M M

T8 22417 23" 20417 276" 1216 1939
83 2M14/62 12 21131899 4.88” 0.79" 1968
a2 22817 33 20417 511" 10.36" 1939
84°  2/25/44 2" 213151 4.807 0.93* 1951
T8.2° 21917 344 2MTNT 3147 11.61* 1983
ar  2M19/82 3 213151 547 0.82" 1999
75.8° 22417 222°  2HANT 269" 10.12° 1990
a2 213562 = 2M1/66 4917 071" 1978
T8.8° 22417 293 24ANT 3847 11.00" 1983
ar  2M14/62 9%+ 26/96 499" 1.55" 2000
T8.5° 22417 287 24ANT 3.947 12.72° 1990
ars  2M13/62 T 214196 537 1.64" 2000
T8.5° 22417 292 2HANT 468" 10.78" 1975
86° 2M9/56 T+ 216/96 535" 1.20° 1980
81 22417 23 20417 247 1014 1994
83 2/23/96 = 21496 4707 0.59" 1978

Heaviest Day
Record Day
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Alabama Monthly Climate Summaries

Febrary 2016
Station Feb. Mean Feb. Hi Temp Feb.Low Temp  Total Precip.  Wettest Feb. Heaviest Day
Began Feb. Nomm Record Hi Record Lo Nommal Prec.  Dmiest Feb. ERecord Day
Mobil 61.4° 83° 21917 34° 247 128"  1189° 1983 062" 20AT7
obtle 1900 545 84° 2013062 11°+ 25196 5107 109" 1999 537" 210/81
Mont 59.4° g3° 22417 32 20417 353 987" 1982 115" 27T
ontgomery 61948 g5 5. 85° 2013062 10°+ 2596 545 141" 1999 554" 2/24/61
Muscle Shoals 121940 1o 81° 22417 24° 247 252" 1074 1991 075 2617
446° g3° 201362 -2* 2018158 446 051" 1978 503" 2/12/48
Russeflvill 52.3° 78.3° 22417 177° 2047 263"  1128" 1989 078" 228/17
ussellville 91953 455 84°  224/96 12+ 2/19/58 481" 098" 1972 675 219/91
Seottsboro 11801 0% 79.1° 22417 242° 20417 362 960" 1990 157" 202817
cotisboro 43.0° g2° 2M5/89 -8° 2166 522" 077" 1978 410" 2/16/95
Sl 56.0° 80.3° 22417 255° 20417 3307 907" 1982 146" 27T
elma 11895  gpge 85° 2027062 O 2351 A8 154" 2000 531" 2/3/82
Talladesa 21sss [ 0oE 80.3° 22417 234° 2047 329"  1037° 1983 095 27AT7
g a4.9° g4+ 2267 2 218558 511" 120" 1978 451" 2121/61
Th . 80.3° 21217 304° 216M7  300°  1437° 1929 096" 27M7
Omasvite 49.9° 86° 2M10/32 -5° 2131899 525" 127" 2000  7.15° 2/11/1897
Teov 100 81° 22417 30° 216M7 519" 087" 1975 168" 27AT7
roy 50.3° g5°+ 2M7/01 10°+ 2/6/96  4.83" 093" 2000 560° 1/11/81
Tuscal c1oig BT 81° 22417 26° 2417 401"  1270° 1983 143 27M7
uscaloosa 49.8° g6° 21362 5 2251 507 173" 1978 544" 1721/61
Vallev Head 11303 T 77.2° 22417 240° 21017 428"  1473° 1990 152° 228/17
€y tiea 40.6° 80° 2M4/62 -12°+ 1/9/58 562" 074" 1978 739" 2M16/90

Statewide Feb. 2015 5559° ¢ 83° 2 stations 17.7° Russelville  3.44” 17.61" Aubum  2.30" Greensboro
Feb. Norm 4774° | 87" 4 stations -12°+ 2 stations  5.08" 0.51" M. Shoals  8.61" Fairhope

M: Data is missing or not available
*New Record
#This data is missing this month due to an instrument malfunction

A This record differs from long-term data in the AQSC climate database:
http2ifnsstc.uah edufalclimate/climate/daily_climate_and_normals.php
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New Local Climate Records'

February 2017

Maximum High Temperature, Daily
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New Local Climate Records’

February 2017
Precipitation, Daily

M Presmu Previows  Penod of

Recoed Yeor Recmed Recod
08 February 2047
ALICEVILLE LAND D 243 19830208 184 i
0T February 2017
TALLAPOOSAWATER PLT 240  19y8-02-07 1.1 3e
TUSCALODSA MUNIARPT 143 1974-02-0F 0838 i1}

8 February 2017

ASHLAND 121 q9&702-08 142 T

BANKHEAD LOCKE EDAM 130 19970208 085 &0

CENMTREVILLE 2.9 5W 147 19970208 08 22

CHATOM 178 19730204 088 &7

CHILDERSBURGWTR PLT 144 20050208 088 &0

CLAIBORNE LOCK & DAM 230 2M302-08 123 &4

COFFEEVILLE L&D 0% 2M302-08 07 M

CAUPHIN ESLAND Mo 2 404 19860208 087 &

EMTERFRISE 2 W 1688 2030208 184 5

EUFAULAWILDUFEREF 185 2M3-02-08 4147 50

EVERGREEN 17 1933008 1.8 1A
GREEMVILLE 180 19040208 143 118
HOLT LOCEAND DAKM 188 19970208 149 38
JACESON 144 230208 082 55
MILLERS FERRY L&D 043 19970208 030 36
FINE APFLE 175 230208 0.8 45
PLANTERSVILLE 255E 247  184B-02-08 242 377
ROBERTSDALE 15 230208 0% 105
VERNON 043 190204 044 V9
WARRIOR LOCK AND DAM 185 19970208 1.2 59
22 Fabruary 2017

CLAYTON 188 199022 175 48
28 Fabruary 2017

JACKSON 173 q19e5-02-28  1.51 55
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Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network (CoCoRAHS)
February 2017

Total Precip. | # Stations Total Precip. | # Stations Normal
Autauga 3.68 2 Houston 432 1 hf“hrw
. cipitation*
Baldwin Jackso 381
SEE = n i Abbeville ...........542"
Barbour na. 0 Jefferson 291 15 Alberta ... 506"
Bibb na. 0 Lamar naAa. 0 Alex City ...............512"
Blount 347 g Lauderdale 715 10 MIE‘.EWIIE SRS |-
Andalusia ... 50F
Bullock na. 0 Lawrence 274 2 Ashland . 563"
Butler 482 1 Lee 346 4 Athens ... 55T
Calhoun 459 2 Limestone 293 9 gaf Minette ... i;g
essemer .. 485"
Chambers na. 0 Lowndes na. 0 Billingsley ... 5.24"
Cherokee na. 0 Macon 295 1 Centreville WSMO 542"
Chilton 377 ) Madison 306 39 Chatom ................5.66"
Choctaw | 223 1 Marengo na E:::;gnf“‘* L&D jf;
Clarke | 228 1 Marion | 414 1 Dauphin Isl. ..__5.37"
Clay na. 0 Marshall 348 9 Elba BT
Clebume | na 0 Moble | 176 | 13 | EUMEWR .43
Coffee | 424 1 Monroe 340 2 Fayette ... 575
Colbert 2.70 6 Montgomery 447 4 Geneva2 .........53F
Cnmh 1_32 1 Mmsm 353 ﬁ GI'E'Eﬂ'il'i"E e ——— 5.3?
Coosa e G = 5 Haleywille ............ 536
_ : _I = = Hamitton 35 _..__.57T"
Covington na. 0 Pickens 471 1 Hefin ... 52"
Crenshaw na 0 Pike A 0 Hurtsboro ..............4.5F
Cull 316 7 Randolph 384 2 Jasper .................hAF
Lafayette ... 555
Dale 407 1 Russell 3 80 2 Livingston .. 5.07"
Dallas 357 1 5t. Clar 336 5 Melin ... 52
DeKalb 415 4 Shelby 405 17 Mistead .............. 5. 14"
Moulton ... 4771
Elmore | 352 5 Sumter na. 0 Oneonta .............5.23"
Escambia 316 1 Talladega 3384 4 Perryville ... 487
Etowah na. 0 Tallapoosa 438 2 Plantersville 5347
Rock Mills ........_...524°
F. Tuscaloo
aystte | 333 3 - > Rockford .............5.64"
Franklin na. 0 Walker 0.90 1 Sylacauga ... 515
Geneva na. 0 Washington 304 1 Union Springs ........ 519
Creene N 0 Wilcox 307 2 Uniontown ... 488
Veman ...................5 4T
Hale na. 0 Wmnston 4.15 2 Warrior L&D 516"
Henry na. 0 Wetumpka ... 530

"Boutheast Reglonal Cimake Cenker
WM. S E N DM
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